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HIGHLAHDOT FOLK SCHOOL 
Mon teagle, Tgnnoeggf 

HRS. MILSS BDRTOl* aleo 
known aa Mr a. My la* Horton 
Highlander Polk Sohool 
Monteagle, Tenneaaae 

MR. MIL 2 S BDRTOH, alao 
known aa Mr. My lea Horton 
Highlander Polk Sohool 
Monteagle , Tenneaaae 



\ .t&» ' 



All eonfldentlal informants referred to In this 
memorandum have furnished reliable Information In the peat. 

On April 21 , 1942 , a eonfldentlal informant 7J 

advised that My lea Horton ,1 Highlander Jolk Sohool » Monteagl o, ^ 
Ten neaaee, was a speaker 4t a nee ting of the Southern — 
Conference for Human welfare which waa held In Haahvllle, 
Tenneaaee, on April 19 through 21, 19*2. According to the 
Informant, Horton a poke on the importance of training the 
youth of the nation both voeat locally and in democracy. 

The Southern Conference for Human welfare haa been cited by 
the Special Committee on un-American Activities, Report, 

March 29, 19^4# page 147 a* a "Communist front which X. ^ 
received money from the Robert Marshall foundation, one of 
the principal eou rcea of the fund a by which many Cowmgnlat 
fronts operate,* 

121-33956-52) 

On October 14* 1952, a eonfldentlal informant 
furnished the following Information concerning the 
Highlander Polk School I 
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*Tbo Highland*** Folk school 1* an la* tl tut Ion , 
looeted no* r Monteagle, Tennessee. It !• on Institution 
with classes on a seminar basis and supported primarily -. 
by donations fr on Individuals* From labor unions In tho 
form of payments for studants who attend, and to sans 
•ztsnt by the Parmer** (Jhlon. It of tore e our so s of 
Instruction In labor organisation* social economies* 
parliamentary procedure and the general field of labor 
education. This school has had C canonist Tarty members 
on Its staff as ln*tractors,|3nd has followed the prectioe 
of welcoming Conrumi.it party naid>era as students* bat to 
ry knowledge* the school has never offered course# of 
Instruction in comunlst natters nor hat the eocnunlgt 
klenent^ever completely controlled the Institution."^] fen 
■■M 100-725' 4.-1084) 

— J (i Another Governmental agency which eooduote 
intelligence lore stlget Ions has adviced that Louie Francis 
Budena , former editor of the "Daily .orkar," an east 
coast comunlst newspaper, and an admitted former official 
In the Colonist party* advised on Hovenbor 21* 1952, that 
v the Highlander polk School was proconnanlst. (House of Repre. Select 
. ;cnn to inv Foundations and ether Organs; 100-7254-1084) 

On April 19* 1949, Paul Crouch, a aelf-adnltted 
former rneaber of the Communist party* furnished to this 
Bureau e signed statement In which he described Kyles 
Horton ss s left wing Socialist who was always close to 
the C canonist party. According to this statement Horton 
met with officials and representatives of the Communist 
party to discuss policy and procedure during the period from 
1939 to 1941) end, even though he showed some Independence 
In thought* Horton usually folio wad the communist Party 
11ns. The statement continues that In 1941 Horton ootud 
have been described as a close syrqpathlser and follower 
of the Cponunlet Party line; and that his wife* Zylphia 
norton* was even closer to tho party than her husband. 

According to Crouch* s statement* when ha last saw 
Zylphia Horton in 1941 *be was seriously considering 
joining the Communist party. . 

(100-10355-345) 







123 - 10160 - 6 ) 
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For your additional information plaaaa ba 
advised that Myles Horton referred to above testified in 
public session before the Jonner Committee on March 20 * 
19^4. you may daairo to consult record# of thia committee 
for additional information concerning the subject of your 
Inquiry. ( 62 - 68217 - 1496 ) 



The foregoing information la furniahod to you aa 
a roaolt of your request for an FBI fll® check and la not 
to ba construed as a clearance or a nonclearanoe of the 
Individual involved. Thia Information la furniahed for 
your use and should not be disseminated out aids of your 
agency. 



NOTE: Thumbnail Sketch re Highlander Folk School waa 

check^aa up to date with organization Desk.Jnv, on echool 
conducted in 1941 - 1943 based upon numerous complaints 
received in Knoxville office concerning Communist 
activities at the school. Reports have never been disseminated 
and contain notes reflecting much of the subversive 
derogatory information contained therein has been 
repudiated by individuals previously furnishing 
information. No investigation has been conducted 
concerning Mrs. Myles Horton, security - type , 

investigation conducted on Myles Horton in 1942 and 1944 
based upon information reflec ting t hat Horton may be a 

COXFipSRTXAL 
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W 





communist and that the Highlander Polk School was communist 
dominated. The investigation on Horton consists or 2 
reports of the Knoxville Office, one dated 3-18-1*2 and the 
other dated 1-25-4 4. The latter report reflects that the 
investigation on Horton was closed in 1944 since no infor- 
mation had been reliably furni shed # that he was interested 
or active in. Communist Party afflars in the Knoxville 
area, although a number of known communists and followers 
of the Party line were found to be interested in the 
Highlander Polk School. It is also noted thet these 
reports have not been previously disseminated and much 
of the subversive, derogatory information contained 
therein has been repudiated. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 



OCTOBER 1. 1952 ~ SEPTEMBER 90 . 1S53 



*7 feel that no one on the American tcene is 
Lkine a greater contribution to the building of 

democracy ” 

—Richard C. Shipman 

Acting President 

Montana Farmers Union 
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INTRODUCTION 



Since 1932 Highlander baa served aa a year round 
educational center for rural and industrial community leaden 
and has contributed to the enrichment of the indigenous 
cultural values of the mountain region in which the school 
is located. 



Our democratic purpose and the educational needs of 
the people have determined Highlander’s approach. As 
unionism became a significant factor in the lives of the 
mountain people, workers education and the training of local 
leaden for farm organizations were given apecial attention. 
We were able to educate the emerging leaden and broaden 
their concept of leadership to include responsibilities as 
citizens. Students carried back into their organizations con- 



cepts learned at Highlander, where their problems and plans 



were freely discussed in the light of democratic principles. 



While the program has never been limited to work 
with organizations, we felt that a portion of our time could 
be profitably spent in developing leadership for the iocal 
unions and farm organisation* in the South. Today many 
unions are in a position to do much of their own training. 
Highlander can now make its greatest contribution, even to 
the unions, by bringing together people from all walks of 
life for an educational experience. 



Highlander has been emphasizing in recent yean educa- 
tion for community leaden and providing educational lervices 
only to organizations where there is a maximum opportunity 
for free and fruitful discussion. 



Our present emphasis is the mountain region which in- 
cludes part of eight states and has a tradition of independence 

A.. .1.11 ‘ J _ j l • r _ t !• • i 



that should provide a sound basis for free discussion and 



libera] education. 



The shift in emphasis which has been taking place ii 
reflected by i three year project for the training of com- 
munin' leaders, and by short resident schools for jay com- 
munity leaders. 



While we will continue the extension program, it is in 
the resident schools and workshops that the most effective 
education is carried on. The best education takes place when 
people can withdraw from the hustle and bustle of everyday 
life and get a new perspective. Highlander provides such 
an opportunity through a year around program of resident 
schools for community leaders and other adults. 
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RESIDENCE PROGRAM 

LABOR SCHOOLS » . . 

United Packinghouse Workers of America, CIO 
Staff and Officers School 

February 28 — March 6 — Enrollment 51 
March 7 — March I? — Enrollment 53 

Tennessee CIO School -I 

June 21 — June 27 — Enrol’mcnt 41 | l 

Jr ternational Union of Mine, Mill & Smelter Workers 
Southern StAtf School 

August 17 — August 22 — Enrollment 18 

SPECIAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING . . . 

In*cre?tcd individuals and representatives of organiza- 
: i.-r.i **W:h which Highlander has worked took part in a 
c * ' \iT : ve Council Meeting on April 27-28, called 
for the purpose of enlarging the program. Out of this meet- 
’■ J ° th 1 immer workshops on segregation in the public 
schools. 

summer workshops on “The Supreme Court 
I' ^izions and the Public Schools . . * 

12 — August $ Full and Part-Time Enrollment 59 
9 — August 15 Full and Part-Time Enrollment 53 

The first workshop of four weeks was devoted to in- 
; .Jy of the problems of segregation and integration; 
i * 4 t J v development of materials which might be useful in 
meeting thece problems. 

In the second workshop, participants analyzed the 
itt at- rial s developed in preparing for work in their own 

C 'j * -■ •. s and lor distribution. 

The two workshops were attended by a total of 71 
i of whom were Southern community leaders 1 

■ .<. states. Sz>me were enrolled in both workshops. j 

t * — included ministers, farmers, industrial workers, i 
college and high school teachers and students, YWCA secre- 
'- p ' adult education leaders and members of interracial, 

’ ate mat and civic organizations. 

7 ht workshops were directed by Paul Bennett, a former j 
Alabama high school teacher on the Highlander staff for the 

summer. 

- j ' j r t of $5,000 from the Field Foundation 
i **v c ji y* rsit-je to bring in discussion leaden and provide 
k.bci’iry.Mpf for community leaden. 

(Mere detailed report on request.) 



CONFERENCES ... 

Informal week end conferences were held throughout 
the year for mull groups of Tennessee Farmers Union 
representatives, church, labor, and community leaders. 

SEMINARS . . . 

College Groups: 

Dr. Morris Mitchell and students from Putney Graduate 
School of Tacher Education, Putney, Vermont, studied 
Highlander educational methods. 

Professor Robert Freedman and students from Colgate 
University, Hamilton, New York, studied the various High- 
lander pTogrms. 

Students from St. Luke's Theological Seminary, Scwanee, 
Tennessee, took part in the summer workshops, 

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP TRAINING PROJECT . . 

The purpose of this project is to work out methods for 
training lay community leaders. They are to be given a 
better understanding of the nature of a democratic society 
and the individual's role as a citizen. 

Potential leaders will be selected from demonstration 
communities and given help in stimulating interest and in 
leading discussion on issues and problems affecting the com- 
munity. The training will be given at Highlander and in 
the communities. This project has been made possible by a 
three year grant from the Schwarzhaupt Foundation. 

The Community Leadership Training Project was 
launched by a study of the region and of the potentialities 
for the kind of program envisioned. After considerable study 
it was decided that the director of the school would train 
a small staff who would then work in demonstration 
communities. 

The people being considered for the training staff were 
brought into the planning session of the summer workshops 
and later used as assistants. They took part in staff meetings 
throughout the five weeks of the workshops on integration 
in the public schools. Following these workshops, an evalua- 
tion was made of the methods used and their relevance to 
the community' leadership program. 

As a means of providing farther training, plans were 
made for them to take charge of weekly community' and 
Highlander staff discussions on Human Freedom. 



In addition, a number of community leaders, including 
an entire family, were brought into the workshops in the 
hope of developing their interest in the project. 

Finally, three people were selected for more intensive 
training; one from Monteagle; another a new staff member 
who had experience in church work; and a member of the 
Highlander Film Center suS, We are experimenting with 
fresh approaches to community leadership training, and with 
the use of visual aids as an integral part of the leadership 
training program. 

Flans have been worked out for a school for the train- 
ing staff. 



The campers mined the main building, repairing and 
painting the screens and windows and repairing the roof. 
A laic spillway was cleared out and a swimming area roped 
off. The library was put in order. 

The campers took pan in the workshops and community 
meetings, in addition to discussion programs of their own. 

Field trip* were made to Fisk University, Fontana Dam, 
and Cherokee. N. C. 

One camper said, ‘'By this summer’s experience, we 
hue learned to live together and learned to work together. 
\\\ did this by helpihg other people first and not ourselves.” 



FILM CENTER . . . 

Of special significance was the development of film 
strip* directed to audience participation. Called in as a 
by th'* CIO, a film strip “When the Union 

Comes in 1 ’ was made and its use demonstrated. In demon- 
enough light w?c Jrf? on during the performance 
for the discussion leader to see his audience. Without the 

oT 7. typed script, the leader told a story of the union 
in his own words. Certain pictures were designed to evoke 
audience reaction and discussion, there being no end title; 
the discussion was not broken off at the end of the film strip. 

This approach was used by another union in a film strip 
ca^ech “One Company, One Union, One Contract.” 

Other film strips produced: 

“Help Democracy Grow,” — for Highlander; 

“High Cost of Segregation,” — growing out of the 
summer workshops; 

“An Atlanta Housing Story,” — for the Atlanta Urban 
League. 

A series of slide ecquences are being produced for the 

j..i,^nai Ladies Garment Workers Union. AFL, telling 
uic dues doiiai, i he health and welfare program, 
and the educational program. 

Three television camera training film strips were pro- 
duced. The Film Center staff trained discussion leaders in 
the uk of visuals in addition to producing film strips, 
photographs and charts. 



Harold and Daphne Hogitrom, camp directors, were 
a^bted by Byron and Ethel Kelham. As staff advisor, Mon 
l aacs p’anned the work and a series of discussions on the 
Sjuth led by Highlander staff and visitors. 

library . . . 

Books and research materials on segregation, which were 
u*cd during the summer workshops, have been added to the 
Harry Lasker Memorial Library. 

FARM . . . 

Additional pasture land was cleared and a winter storage 
houic bui t as a part of a year round home grown food 
program. Mort Isaacs started an irrigated vegetable garden 
which supplied food throughout the summer. Surplus vege- 
tables were canned and stored. 

Occasional fish were provided by the Highlander lake. 

NEW STAFF . . . 

Mort and Ann Isaacs joined the staff in November, 
1952. Mort is from Helena, Arkansas, Ann from New- 
foundland, Canada. The Isaacs came to Highlander from 
Wichita, Kansas. 

Paul Bennet, on the staff for the summer, first came 
to Highlander as a student at a Farmers Union School. He 
it doing graduate work at Howard University. 



UNITARIAN SERVICE CAMP . . . 

i’j'y 3 — August 25 — Enroll merit 10 

The Service Camp program provided an opportunity 
for teen ager* to share in constructive work in an atmosphere 
of cooperative Jiving and freedom of disruwion. 



Student assistants were: 

Barbara Shipherd, Antioch College 
Mikii Fowlkes, University of Arkansas 
Annajean Sherman, University of Alaska 
Ellen Beecher, Antioch College 
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COMMUNITY PROGRAM 

OLD FOLKS DAY . . . 

Highlander instituted a periodic “Old Timers Day/’ 

AD people in the community over 65 are brought to the 
school for a big meal and then left alone to swap stone*, 
fish, or see what is going on at the school. 

< . 

NURSERY SCHOOL . . . 

i 

Joanna WiDimetz, Nursery School Director, is on the 
Kindergarten Advisor)’ Committee of the Association of 
wjii.cihuod Education, International. 

The annual Christmas part) was given at the Summer* 
held grammar school for ail the community children. 

COMMUNITY MEETINGS . . . 

A picnic honoring Dr. Lilian Johnson, formerly of 
Memphis and donator of the original Highlander buildings, 
was attended by seventy-five people from the community 

-;.d county. 

Asha Devi Aryanayakam of the Basic Education School 
in Se vagram, India, and a delegate to the Social Welfare 
Commission of the United Nations, spoke at a community' 
meeting. The Sevagram school was established by Mahatma 
Gh-ndi. She wrote she was “deeply inspired” by her visit 
and that she would make her home at Highlander if she 
lived in America. 

Gouri Bose of India, a student at Tulane University, 
spoke at the Summerfield Grammar School. 

Dcvina Del Carmen, Ozamis City, Phillipincs, showed 
slide* and spoke at a community meeting. 

Cipriano Malonzo, President of the Federation of Labor, 
Zamboanga, Phillipines, spoke at the Summerfield Grammar 

School. 

M i« Carmen and Mr. Malonzo were students of former * 
Highlander staff member, Frances Thompson at Silliman 
University, Dumaguete, Negros Oriental, Phillipinc Islands. 

NaofuH Hirai, a Shinto priest from japan ; Gunter ^ 
Weinert, Berlin, Germany, here under the auspices of the 
work-studv Training Productivity’ Program; and Professor 
R. H. Kinvig, University of Birmingham, England, visited 
the K/hool and community. 

The Community Building was used for Summerfield 
Co-op Meetings, square dances and other neighborhood 
gatherings. j 



EXTENSION PROGRAM 

FARM AND LABOR CONFERENCES . . . 

CIO Educational Conference, Denver, Colorado, 
February. 

Myles Horton gave introductory address and taught 
steward cl a*. 

Louisiana and Texas Sugar Workers Schools, Raceland 
and New Orleans, February. 

The two one week schools were run by Myles Horton 
for the U.P.W.A. Zilphia Horton taught and led singing. 

Montana Farmers Unim School, Great Falls, Mon Una, 
January IMS, 

Zilphia Horton conducted a class in folk tongs and 
Myles Horton a class in community leadership. 

UNITED PACKINGHOUSE WORKERS OF AMERICA 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM . . . 

Highlander continued to provide direction for the 
UPWA’s educational department until April, 1953. 

The main emphasis was on the development of educa- 
tional or discussion leaders from the union ranks. Forty-four 
additional educational leaders were trained. (October 1952 
through March 1953). A majority of these volunury 
leaders conducted steward training classes in their own locals 
and led discussions on current issues. Without some such 
system of voluntary discussion leaders, full time union 
educators will continue to be tied down to steward training. 

In addition to developing the local discussion leaders, 
a number of schools and conference* were run by the UPWA 
education representatives. 

Two schools were held at Highlander for the officials 
and UPWA staff. 

A Steward Training Manual (second section), a Hand- 
book for Discussion Leaders, and a Resume of Procedures 
for Instructor Training were put out by the Educational 
Department. 

In an article, “The *Drip* Theory in Labor Unions” 
in the 195 3 Spring issue of Antioch Review, Kermit Eby 
uys: “Miles Horton of the CIO United Packinghouse Work- 
ers of America has already introduced aomething ‘new* in 
the field of worker education. His educational program 
assumes that men living with men in a union have common 
concerns. Discussion of these problems— a discussion led by 
the workers themselves — moves from wages to contract, to 
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srenirdjhip, and this to the relation between officials and local 
membership, between locals and the national and inter- 
national offices. No outside experts are called in to impress 
the class with their status. Skill and knowledge emerge as 
workers stud) their own contract, its provisions, the local 
r>n)itica! structure and other union interests. 



“Some of the political heads in the United Packing- 
house Workers of America are protesting the work Horton’s 
educational program is doing because it means that the pat 
answers which these same politicos hand the rank and file 
no longer suffice. Horton emphasizes what he calls the 
‘pT: 1 xi ■r’ -arKcr than the ‘drip 1 system of education — 
ideas perking up from the rank and file rather than dripping 
down from the top. Horton’s program differs basically from 
other more conventional methods in labor education because 
of its emphasis on developing leadership from the rank and 
file, and because it emphasises discussion topics chosen by 
the workers rather than topics written on the blackboards 



by staff members 



(More detailed report on request.) 



CONFERENCES attended . . . 



Highlander staff members attended the NAACP Confer- 



ence, Chattanooga; Spring Educational Conference, Chicago; 
Conference on Youth and Racial Unity Thru Educational 
Opportunities, Columbia, S. C.; Race Relations Institute, 
Fisk University, Nashville; Southern Regional Council for 
Children Under Six, Daytona Beach, F.orida. 



PUBLICITY 



articles about Highlander appearing in 1953: 



Montana Farmers Union News, January 28 
National Union Farmer, January-February 
The Denver Post, February 7 

"77.* Mr:; .:;r, a rr'ig’ous magazine published in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., in the February issue had as its prime 
exhibit for “Brotherhood Week”, an article about 
Highlander. 

Progressive Architecture, February 
Rocky Mountain News, February' 7 
The Packinghouse Worker, March 
Los, Angeles St; n day News, April 5 
The San Francisco Chronicle, April 8 
The San Francisco News, April 8 
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The Daily News, Los Angeles, April 9, in editorial, 



‘Fear of Losing Status Breeds Race Hatred” and an 



article, “Meet Mr. Southerner, new style; fights 
segregation.” 

The American Teacher, April 
The Antioch Review, Spring Issue 
The Wilmington Morning News, May 12 
The Sun Reporter, San Francisco, May 23, J, Maceo 
Green’s Column, “The W’eekJy Report.” 

District 3 Blade, UPWA, May 
The Packinghouse Worker, June 
CIO News, July 13 
Adult Leadership, July-August 
Furniture Workers’ Press, July-August 



The Highlander director was interviewed by Chet 
Huntley, ABC, Los Angeles; by Leslie Claypool, KFWB, 
Los Angeles; and by Robert Schult 2 , XPFA, Berkeley, In 
August. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT 



SUMMARY . . . 



Highlander ended the fiscal year with an operating 



fund of $12,859.98 and a $5,000 reserve fund. Income 



was $59,220.47. Expenditures were $54,524.96. (Detailed 
financial statement on request.) 
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Public Speaking is just a big name for getting up on your feet and telling 
people what you think. Most of us feel at home when we sit around a table 
and talk to our friends and try to convince them. But when we stand up, we 
get nervous or scared. Everyone feels the same when he gives a speech, even 
the high-powered orators who seem so sure of themselves. Just ask one of them 
and see what he says. 



There are 4 good ways to get rid of that w scared" feelings 

1. Know what you want to say. 

2. Be sincere. 

3. Remember that the people you're talking 

to are your friends - good union people - 
so just relax. 

4. Practice. 



A. Presentation of Srsech 

The test way to learn to speak well is to speak often. There 's no substitute 
for practice. But there are a few principles that should be kept in mind be- 
cause they'll help you to improve your speech and get your point across. 

1. Look at everyon e. 

Unless you look at everyone, some people are going to lose interest - 
they'll feel that you're not talking to them . Tou've seen speakers who 
fasten their eyes ci poor Joe in the front row. This just makes Joe 
uncomfortable, cud makes the rest of the people feel that they've bean 
forgotten and shouldn't really be there, that the speaker is having a 
private conversation with Joe. 

And then there are speakers who will talk to the ceiling or the floor, 
or to the trees and buildings outside, or to one section of the 
audience. You've seen speakers like that. And do you remember what 
your reaction was? You started thinking of something else and didn't 
hear what the speaker was saying. Or, if the speaker became interested 
in some noise, or passing car, you did too - and forgot what he was 
saying. 

The same thing will happen to your audience unless you look at all of 
them and make them feel that you have something important to say to 
each and every one of them. 



2. Stand erect . 



( 






You want to make your audience have confidence in you, make them 
listen to every word you have to say. But they won’t do that if you 
have to lean on something for support, or if you stand like this 





Stand up. Show them that you believe what you 're saying and they 'll 
Deiieve you. 



3. Don't, rush . 

Remember to speak slowly enough so that everyone can hear all your words 
find won't get just a jumble of sounds. The larger a room is, the longer 
it takes your words to reach all the people - so don’t run your words 
tog- ther so that they sound like this: 

Brothersandsisters Ithinkpoliticalactionis important. 

Speak slowly, clearly, distinctly. 

I'se variety and emphasis. 

Don't speak in a monotone so that you sound like a motor droning on 
endlessly. Your audience will be bored, and so would you if you 
could hear yourself. 

Don't say: "Brothers and Sisters, we must all vote." 

SAY: "Brothers and Sisters, ]£§ must all vote .'" 

you use emphasis, everything in your speech will seem equally 
. Jaiit. Stress the points you want your audience to remember. 

And don't always speak at the same speed. If you have something to 
sey that you especially want everyone to hear, slow up just before it. 
Your audience will be curious; they'll be waiting anxiously for your 
next word. 
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5. Use your arms . 



Your audience didn’t come to see a statue - they came to see people 
and hear people speak. If you stand like this vhen 

o 

* 

A 

"Let’s get out and see that everyone votes," people aren’t 
have much enthusiasm. But if you use your arms, like this 
they’ll know you really mean it. 



Hands and arms, when used naturally, will add greatly to the effective 
ness of your speech. But don't force it. Unless your gestures are 
natural, they'll look funny. So wait until you have confidence in 
yourself and can relax. Then you'll find it easy to use your arms 
and hands. 

6. No manneri sma . 

If you usually rub your ear, or drum on a table, or play with your 
watch, or scratch your head, or twist a pencil - DON’T. Your audience 
will become so interested in your performance that they won't hear 
what you have to say. 

B. Content of Speech 

What are you going to say to your audience? How are you goir^ to say it? 

There are some principles here too that will help you to make an effective 

speech. 

1. Think of your audience . 

Suppose your subject is "Political Action and the CIO. " Would you 
give the same speech to the Chamber of Commerce, your own union, the 
Parent-Teachers Association, a church group, some college professors? 

If you did, your speech wouldn't be very successful. You must vary 
your emphasis, words and material for each group. 

always think car fully of who your audience will be before you prepare 
a speech. 

2. Decide on your main idea . 

Don't ever have too many ideas in one speech - people just won't remem- 
ber them. If you 're the best of speakers, they 're liable to remember 
two ideas. If you're not, they'll remember one - if your speech is 
good. So if you have lots of ideas, save them for another time. 

- 3 - 
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likely to 
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And don't be afraid of repeating your main idea too often - say it at 
the beginning, say it in the middle of your speech, and say it at the 
end. That way, people will be more likely to remember it. 

3. Make an outline . 

Now that you've decided what you're going to talk about and the main 
idea you want to get across, make an outline. 

An outline sounds like something unfamiliar - but it isn't. We all 
make mental outlines every time we talk. It's just getting things we 
want to say in order, so that they will convince the people we're 
talking to. 

But if you're making a speech and want to make sure that you remember 
what you 're going to say, write the outline on a card or a slip of 
paper so that you can glance at it. 

This leaflet is in outline form. If you wanted to use this leaflet as 
the basis for a speech - you could write it on a card in this way: 

Subject - Public Speaking 

Main Idea - Everyone can speak if he remembers 
a few simple principles and prac- 
tices them. 

A. Presentation of Speech 

1. Look at everyone 

2. Stand erect 

3. Don't rush 

4- Use variety and emphasis 

5. Use your arms 

6. No mannerisms 

B. Content of Speech 

1. Think of your audience 

2. Decide on your main idea 

3. Make an outline 

4. Don't memorize your speech 

5. Work on opening and closing sentences 

6. Use stories, facts and figures 

7. Be brief 

This same thing can be done with any subject you choose, 
i/on't, memorize vour speech . 

Don't think that you'll forget what you want to say if you don't memorize 
your speech. You have an outline on a card which will help you remember. 
Use your outline - don't write the speech out . 



- 4 - 







There's nothing more likely to put an audience to sleep than a 
memorized speech. It sounds too mechanical. And you know how 
foolish a speaker looks when he forgets part of his memorized 
speech and gets a hlank look on his face and stanmers. 



5. Work on opening and closing sentences . 

Your opening and closing sentences are the most important part 
of your speech. 

Your opening sentence should get your audience interested in what 
you're going to say and should tell them your main idea. Don't talk 
around your subject. Jump right in. You know how restless you get 
when a speaker rambles on and on and never seems to get to the point. 

Don't say: "Brothers and Sisters, I'm here tonight 

to speak on the subject "Political Action 
and Local Unions." 

SAY: "Brothers and Sisters, Political Action is the 

most vital issue facing local unions today.* 

Your closing sentence should sum up what you've been saying - should 
repeat your main idea, should make your audience want to get out and 
do something about what you 've been saying. 

Your closing sentence is the last thing your audience will hear, the 
sentence that will stay in their minds when they leave. Make the most 
of it - make it really a punch line. 

Above all DON'T: 

1. Say, "Well, I guess I'm through," or 

"I guess that's all" - end with 
a bang. 

2. Sit down or walk off while you 're 
saying your last sentence - it's 
an awful letdown and detracts from 
the force of what you're saying. 

6. Use stories, facts and figures . 

If you want to convince your audience that you really know what you're 
talking about and aren't just talking through your hat, use some facts 
and figures. Only don't use too many - they can get very tiresome. 
Make sure that they fit into your speech and make sure that they are 
easy to understand. Your audience won't have time to sit down and 
figure than out with pencil and paper. 



- 5 - 



Use stories to put your point across. Stories help people to understand 
what you're tiying to say. Stories do the Bame thing for a speech that 
a cartoon does for an editorial page of a newspaper - they simplify 
and give a picture that people will remember long after all your words 
are forgotten. 

Instead of saying, "It can be done," tell about 
someone who did it. 

Make sure, though, that your story fits into your subject and that it 
describes people and things familiar to your audience. 

7. Be brief . 

Long speeches weary both the speaker and the audience. Say what you 
have to say; then sit down. Your audience will really appreciate your 
speech if it is short. And it will be three times as effective as a 
long speech. If your speech is well organized, and you know your 
subject, you can be brief. 

If you're tempted to be long-winded, just remember the old raying that 
an empty wagon makes the most noise. 



Now you have the principles of a good speech. But just knowing the principles 
won't make you a good speaker. It takes the principles plus the practice. 

It's just like the story of the horses and the water. You've been led to the 
water; now it’s up to you to drink. 
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?_ 

SONGS FOR ZILPHIA 

ZILPHIA HORTON died In April of 1956. She came to Highlander 
as a student In 1935, married and stayed on as a staff member 
for twenty -one years. Ziiphia was bom and raised In a small 
Arkansas coal-mlnin* town, attended the College of the Oz- 
arks and taught school for two years before coming to High- 
lander. Tributes to ZUphia’s life on the mountain were paid 
In many way* by the people here. Her friends and friends of 
Highlander wrote us from many parts of the country and other 
parts of the world. 

Some of these friends in Chicago met In May for a memorial 
program, “Songs for Ziiphia''. Just as we cannot recapture 
ZUphia’s vitality and Joy of living, so we cannot recreate with 
words the li/e of folk, labor and religious songs that were 
that ,nV*M. here is an expression by John Thompson 

#? the rich and full heritage she has left: 

“ . . 1V( arc hcrr tonight to pay honor to Ziiphia Horton, 

whose untimely death we have mourned, but whose values and 
hopes and enthusiasms and faith w« cannot celebrate sadly. 

"For she was one of the most genuine, natural, unspoiled, af- 
firmative persons any of us has ever known, and for twenty- 
one years she helped make Highlander human and joyful and 
songful and gay, and thus helped all the countless people High- 
lander touched to make the dark and dreary places throughout 
She South more human, more joyful, more songful and gay. 

"This Is not a time to mike a case or to plead for support 
which we are going to give as long as we truly believe In de- 
mocracy and Its promises, as long as we believe in the people 
and in their essential goednem — as Myles and Ziiphia Horton 
have always believed. 

"This la a time for more mellow and more joyful moods, when 
we may be excused for indulging in a few memories, In cele- 
brating a friendship and a partnership full of meaning and tast- 
ing significance, which even death cannot destroy. 

“It is s time for good memories, for good hopes, and for good 
resolutions. Highlander has always been committed to the strug- 
gle for justice and to the extension of democracy and educa- 
tion for all people. But from the first It has also been keenly 
interested in the cultural values, values which had their roots 
in Lu‘. «e mountains. Wt talked about this that first winter be- 
fore any of ns had met Ziiphia. But until she came onto the 
scene no one was equipped to do much about this, 

"Hermit Eby has worried because the American labor movement 
does noi sing as it used to do, and some of our poets have wor- 
ried because modern workers do not sing at their work as 
farmers and sailors and weavers used to sing. 

’^Throughout the South and in many places beyond the South, 
unions and workers* groups have been set to singing again 
about the iqpstl Jjnportant things In life (their work, their loves, 
their Jokes, their faith) by Ziiphia, who took them new tongs 
and old s engs and gave them the courage to sing. And Myles has 
helped to give (hem something to sing about. 



*Tt la goo^ to be a part, even a very small part, of such a 
Bjw life movement and of such an earthy, healthy, un- weary 
faith in demo entry and Its timeless resources. We must find 
creative and powerful ways to celebrate these values always: 
and 1 know no better way than to strengthen Highlander and 
its program now. This is the only conceivable memorial to 
offer for Ziiphia, and it serves the double joy of fulfilling the 
moods of thanksgiving and of dedication. 9 * 



LETTERS 

. . . Hpr music, her whole life, were a dedication to the people. 
— Frances Leber, New Jersey. 

. . . Ziiphia was so wonderful, and her philosophy so well-founded 
that you will always have her in that sense, still making your 
life rare and worth while. — Branson O'Casey, London, England. 

. . . She will live in our hearts and minds as long as we live; 
that we will heat liei duigiug her *un gs, that thought of 
will always raise the levels of performance we demand for 
ourselves, and that we shall always feel it a special privilege 
to have known her. — Morris Lasker, New York. 

. . . All of our lives have been enriched from having, know- 
ing and being with her, catching a spark of her joyous spirit 
which became a part of our lives. — Howard Frazier, Burlin- 
game, California. 

. . . An achievement in finer human relations and In under- 
standing and love — and Ziiphia had such a large pari in it; 
such a spirit cannot be destroyed. — Stuart Chapin, Wiscasset, 
Maine. 

, . , I think of Ziiphia — so alive and full of energy. 1 am 
sure all the little angels are singing and square dancing and 
organizing today. — Alice Mitchell, Atlanta, Georgia. 

This is a bitter loss for you and the school; but ft is a 
marvelous thing that you have built together. Rarely have two 
pecple worked so constructively, so persistently and with such 
imagination as you and she to illuminate the lives and thinking 
of others. Zilphia’s work and spirit will always be part of 
Highlander and of everyone whom the school has touched. — 
Margaret ^amont, New York. 




believe that she is working on, only through the influence of 
the many lives and causes she has benefitted. She is surely 
doing that, and her devotion to democracy and personality will 
continue to be an inspiration to those who knew her and were 
touched by her life. — Ted Shultz, Norris, Tennessee. 

. . . Hers is the most beautiful and meaningful immortality I 
can conceive of. With the beauty and truthfulness of her life, 
with her warmth and great gifts, she has left an unforgettable 
enriching experience with all who walked with her — and there 
must be thousands! She has given people direction for growth 
and greater love and understanding than they had before meet- 
ing her. — Lena Kaplan, Chicago, Illinois. 

I wish to express my deep sympathy for you at the passing 
of Ziiphia . . . a great loss to you and the labor movement 
Her spirit an,d love for the common peoples shall live on in 
the hearts of all of us who knew her and loved her*— Bill Mar- 
lowe, Peoria, Illinois. 
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WE WILL EDUCATE FOR INTEGRATION IN 
OUR RESIDENCE SESSIONS, IN OUR FIELD 
PROGRAM, IN OUR COMMUNITY! 

HIGHLANDER EXECUTIVE COUNCIL .... IN THE FIELD 



SAYS INTEGRATION IS IMMEDIATE 
GOAL FOB DEMOCRACY IN SOUTH 

The immediate and challenging barrier to democracy in 
the South is segregation. 

The immediate and challenging task ccnfronting those who 
desire a democratic South is integration. 

The two sentences above sum up the thinking of Highlander’s 
Executive Council, a policy-making group of outstanding South- 
ern rural, labor and community leaders, whose names are listed 
op page four of this issue. 

From such a simple statement of facts came an entire pro- 
gramming by the Highlander staff for future leadership train- 
ing until integration is achieved in the South. Plans by staff 
members auu supporters envision the following: . 

12 WORKSHOPS EACH YEAR 

Highlander Folk School will train leaders for work in 
their community, union or civic organization in one workshop 
each month of the year, summer and winter. Torty students at 
each workshop, or a total of 480 resident students per year, 
from as many communities as possible in the ten southern states, 
can decidedly make an impact upon the integration movement 
in the South. 

In addition to the 12 workshops, there will be two inte- 
grated children’s camps each sumjner. (One is in progress as 
this is being written See story on page 4.) 



• ... IN RESIDENCE 




•* • . . It la hardly necessary io labor this point: living together 
produces a relaxation of barriers which makes adult education 
ten time# easier.” — Royce 8. Fitkin, President, Goddard College. 

24 WEEKS OF EXTENSION EACH YEAR 

The 12 workshops are not enough: People learn in a class- 
room, and they learn vividly; they also learn at home. Students 
who return to their communities and make a beginning for In- 
tegration shall be assisted by the field director. Wherever stu- 
dents begin — in the gchools, the churches, the labor unions, the 
social club or on the police force — there they ahaU find the 
Highlander Extension Service. 

The work schedule of the Field Director will ^e full at 24 
weeks a year on the road. 




Highlander field workers follow the students where they live, 
because work In their community Is an extension of the class- 
room process. It is continuous learning by doing. 

52 WEEKS IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Highlander lives in its own community 52 weeks a year. We 
do not believe that teaching exists in a va uum. We believe that 
we must educate in our own community if we are going to be 
the least successful in getting other people to work in their 
communities for integration. So we have already started. Our 
youth leader, presently an Antioch College co-op student, has 
organized a community club of youngsters who are quite active 
in various recreational activities. We notice already that many 
of them are swimming in Highlander Lake at the same time as 
the integrated campers are swimming. 

But swimming together by the youngsters is only a step, 
and Southerners know what a step it is. Adults also are being 
encouraged to attend sessions when Negroes or colored foreign 
representatives are here. 

We are proud of our local taxi drivers, delivery men and 
other help, in that they have given courteous service to these 
visitors. 

We shall train leaders for integration in the South; but our 
concentration on this single goal for the time being does not 
mean that we are drawing away from 24 years of concentration 
on leadership training for people in labor unions. For example, 
our next three workshops, announced elsewhere in this pub- 
lication, will draw from labor union members. 

. ... IN UUK COMMUNITY 




The program of education In Highlander's own community I* 
essential . * . otherwise, how can we teach others to work In 
their community If we ourselves do not know how to do It? 
The art of teaching must also be a constant process of the 
teacher's learning. 
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SCHOOL BOARD DISMISSES MRS. CLARK 

On June 8, we learned from Mrs. Septima Clark, now Inte- 
gration Workshop Director, that the Superintendent of Educa- 
tion of Charleston, S. C., had notified her that her contract, 
along with those of five other Negroes and five white school 
teachers, would not be renewed for the coming school year. 



Items In Brief , 

• After two years of work, Betty and Henry Shipherd resigned 
from the Highlander Staff, April 90, 1956; they returned to 
their Philadelphia home. The Executive Council commended 
them on their competence, devotion and self-sacrifice. 

• Present staff members now include Myles Horton, Director; 
Mrs. Septima Clark, Integration Workshop Director; May 
Justus, Community Director; James Hargis, Farm Manager; 
Mrs. Julie Mabee; Mikii Fowlkes Marlowe; Betsy Frelheit; 
Anne Lockwood, Office Staff, and Hildreth Smith, Commun- 
ity Worker. 

• J. D. and Mikii Fowlkes Marlowe were married in May and 
have set up house in the Dom brow ski Cabin at the end of 
the lake. 

• Fifteen members of the Sugpnerfield 4-H club meet at High- 
lander each Tuesday night for square dancing and general 
recreation and come in twice a day for swimming classes. 



” mrs. Liar* hoi as an m. a, aegree, was rated first -class Per- 
manent Professional status in the 1944 National Teachers Exam- 
rh* ho <- a successful teacher in the South Carolina 

system for 25 years. No reason was given for her dismissal. South 
Carolina law allows chairmen of boards of trustees, presidents 
of colleges and principals of schools to give no reason for a 
dismissal. Also, one man may act for the entire board. 

The 1956 legislature also decreed that all city and state em- 
ployees who are members of the NAACP would be fired. 

Mrc r\ r,rV h?« been active in Charleston civic affairs, is at 
present first vice-president of the city NAACr, ana has been as- 
sociated with Highlander for three years. 

She reports that the National Education Association has been 
notified of th:s action, and will look into the case. 




To improve swimming and fishing, community members con- 
tributed labor and time to extend the rock wall 925 feet 
further around the lake. L^ft Sunday we counted 25 anglers 
and at least 20 swimmers from the community. 

An 8-man Community Action Team representing six Euro- 
pean countries ended a two-months visit in this country at 
Highlander June 20-21 st. The team is sponsored by the In- 
ternational Cooperation Administration and their purpose 
was to study and observe community and regional efforts 
in economic self -betterment. 

Sandy (A. A.) Li v aright of the Center for the Study of 
Liberal Education for Adults, Chicago, reported in a telephone 
interview that preliminary plans are underway for the 25th. 
Highlander Anniversary Celebration In 1957. The major high- 
light will be a week-long institute for the school's alumni, 
sponsors and general supporters at Highlander. 

# P. M. Horton, who came to the school in the early days, 
passed away this spring. "Dad” Horton, father of Myles, is 
sorely missed by his lamily and all the rest of us. 

o 

• Highlander’s present Executive Council and 
■ Board of Directors are: 

. SV R. BRAZEAj r -TW»fln Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga. 
.*\r\€f^TX M^GlfA££^S?MILTON, AtJ&nJa Urban League, Atlanta 

^ Is* M&WA 



INTERRACIAL CHILDREN’S CAMP 

’.r ir.terriicial children's camp, with nine counselors and 
' . ; K*iatkn at Highlander for eight weeks. It 

' r * " ’ 1 r ' :a, a cooperative community in Americus, 

Ga The camp was prevented from being held at the cooperative 
farm in Georgia by a last-minute court injunction. 

Telephone and telegraph communication to , all parents, 
counselors end others resulted in opening the camp at High- 
lander only two days behind the original plans. 

o 

% WORKSHOPS 

t r lv.V 1 2 1 —In leg ration Workshop I 
*>!... L»i — Heading Week 1 

AUGUST 5- 1 1- — Integration Workshop H 
AUGUST 1 1-16— Reading Week II 
AUGUST 19-25 — Integration Workshop HI 
AUGUST 25- SEPTEMBER 1— Reading Week HI 




y ISfl /CCll rvjftQ 

G. KJrpATHAWAY, ge cVTreas . UFWA-CIO, Chicago, ‘ 

j. Gulfport, 

I JOHN^IfOPE 'II, Industrial Relations Consultant, Fi sk U ni- 
Nash vil JTenn- - ~ ~~ 

--jjES, Rural Life Council,} Tuskegee Institute, 

jAla. 

ELL, Executive Director S outhern Re- 
^ i on aMS-Oj^ncH . Atlanta, Georgia. 

REV. EUGENErgMTmiFRS, Calvary Presbyterian Chun*, 

|Big Ock. -Teiyv— 1 1 " 

DR. ^pT^rCTePffEKS, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

JORttUyMTGICES 111, Attorney-A t-Law. Nashville, Tenn . 
LUCllXB*TflQRNBURGH. Associate Editor . East Tennessee 
Lator 

HITE. Secretary. Tennessee State Legisl ative Boa rd, 
Brotherhood pf 
AJJBBL 
Mont 





Trainmen, LexingtQiuJCcun . 

JJAgS, Publisher, Southern Farm and Home, 



LSON, Tenness ee Repres entative International _ 
Mill and Smelter Workers, Columbia, Tenn 

r, Highlander Folk School, Mont- 
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Itheises who testified before the Senate Subcommittee on 

^ >^A?S^Inte rn a 1 Security in Hew Or leaps was one John Butler who had 
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oraerly »been a*Xunctionary J>f -the -Communist .party in Alabama. 
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ommunist-Party ^leaders was held in.Bombrowaki's -Sown hotel ^ ^ ‘ 
opmrjlln November ,^1956» Alton Lawrence :vaa llndlcted ..on a 1:^7 ^ ^ 
;e .of conspiring to file^a false non->.Coinmunlst^affldavlt . .. ..^ 
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at - the highland er Polk School at Monteagle, Tennessee, was . ^ I 
‘xed up In this secret convention. In which these three C.I.O. 

_ •*&+ IT *'*$&**■ . • .■ , •* ■*-■-' --*r 1 •'•••*-,.. •• ?• *- c 4 r* 

.f - r **:TZ -• r- ~ -■ ■ ~ ’ 



&*4i&o rganlgers took a very prominent part," .{See Dies Committee . , v . 

r- , *'* ^-VT' . ~ . . -'r. . ; . . . -•• ■ ► - r-\ . •■ .-; • *?- - > 



fcwj 




^i*f«^e^inka>nal ^Security, "^is follows: v*The Highlander Polk School la 

1 »*» ... • * ^ *•*> ■ • ~ w, * \ ,. .,* **■*.< 
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/ Belmont . 

'^Mohr 

Parsons 
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Trotter _ 
Nease — 



-29-57 to advise that 



Tele. Room _ 

Holloman 

Gandy 
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from everything he could hear the Highlander Folk School was beginning to 
become more active and that they were having a conference from August 30 to 
Oo ptember 2 celebrating th«L25th anniversary of the School, that among those 
attending would be AubreyifWilHams^/^alpljK^mU^ein (phonetic), president of 
the Packing House Workers; C. ^J^Steele,T n&b headed the mis strike at jv t1 n 
Tallahassee, Florida; Dr. Alonzj^Moron; apd Martin LutheMUng, He further 
stated that from what he could learn the Highlander Folk Scnool was becoming 
a center for teaching civil disobedienceimd that the details of the conference 
and seminar were announced by Mileajj&orton and appeared in a **New York/Times" 
news story on July 7, 1957. / A. 

He thought that if we had not heard of this we might want to^ijeck 

on it. . . 
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««■!»■*.*»*» MS'" 



lnaiC8tln| - that”thi^l*hl«nl»r Folk BchooUHTO) «t 
Mount Eagle, Tennessee. I* ^• c Jj“ lja * ?« 2 !?J?Jw* 2 r till* 
teachingoivll disbbedianca* The r#1 l!5 1 4ii?*75«S 1 * 
Information it not known inasmuch os 
who furnished thi> Information to tho Bureau didnot 
idantifySa aouroaa* Raverthalass. /ou ar* ins£uctod 
to ba alert for Information indicating that tho HF8 
micht bo engaged in such activities* Any ®*®b 
information received should bo furnished tho Bureau 
in to rested office* oxpoditiouoly* - 
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Over the Labor Day weekend, Martin Taifcfj^ THrur. Negro leader of 
the militantly pro-integration forces, was the featured speaker at 
the Highlander Folk School. The Rev. Mr. King*s association with 
this radical educational institution in the South calls for a “ ^ 

at the school’ s activities and personnel. 

The Highlander Folk Sohool at Monteagle, Tennessee, was 
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organized around 1932 by Hylee Horton and Don West. (Bee testlm 
of Paul Crough, May 6, 1949, Subcommittee of the Committee on UhH 
American Activities, page 193.) In his testimony, Mr. Crouch said: 
"I would like to mention in this connection that the Hlghlender Folk 
Sohool at Monteagle, Tennessee, was a school organized by Myles 
Horton and Don West, and which Mr. ^Tames^ Dombrowskl shortly there- 
after joined* ” , \ 

Paul Crouch, who gave the foregoing testimony concerning the 
Highlander Folk School, was the top Communist Party functionary in 
the South. 






Speaking' of James Dcmbrowski, Mr. Crouch testified as follows: 






IT 1 ”1 have met officially with him on a number of occasions as head of 

— — 

!±: j i °the Communist District Bureau of Tennessee. • .at this conference Mr* 

co >_ 

o < 00 Dombrowskl gave me the impression of being completely pro-Caamunist/-^ 

Pci l 

^ and anxious to collaborate with the Communist Party and follow Its 
leadership, without taking the risk of actual Party member ship* ” 

A three-page tabulation of James Dombrowskl »s Communist of fills- 
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tions is attached to this report recorded 

In March 1954, the Senate Subcommittee on’Sn^^nl? ^^ourity 
held hearings In New Orleans on the subject of th3" Southern" 



Conference 

V, 

. , - / 
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lucatlonal Fund, Inc*, of which James Dombrowskl was and 






Is the executive director* Among the witnesses who testified before 
the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security in New Orleans was one 
John Butler who had formerly been a functionary of the Communist 
Party In Alabama* In the course of his testimony, Mr* Butler stated 
that he attended a meeting of Communist Party leaders In July of 
1942, in the Thomas Jefferson Hotel in Birmingham, Alabama* Mr* 
Butler stated that Alton Lawrence introduced James Dcmbrowaki to him 
on that occasion as a Communist Party member* (See Senate Sub- 
committee on Internal Security Hearings, March 18, 1954, page 45*) 
According to Mr* Butler, this meeting of Communist Party leaders was 
held In Dombrowski , s own hotel room* In November, 1956, Alton 
Lawrence was Indicted on a charge of conspiring to file a false non- 
Cammunist affidavit with the National Labor Halations Board, which 
ncn-Cammunist affidavit is required of trade union officials by the 
Taffc-Hartley Act. (See New York Times. November 17, 1956*) Alton 
Lawrence Is currently an official of the Communist-controlled 
International Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers. 

In the early period of the Highlander Folk School, Alton 
Lawrence was a member of its faculty* On August 13, 1938, Mr* John 
P* Frey, president of the Metal Trades Department of the AFL, 
testified before the Dies Committee on TJn-Amerioan Activities, and 
named Elizabeth Hawes, Alton Lawrence, and Myles Horton as persons 
who n attended a secret convention in North Carolina, at which time 
plans were made for spreading the revolutionary theories throughout 
the South*" Mr. Frey further testified: "In connection with this I 

might mention that the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, 
Tennessee, was mixed up in this secret convention, in whloh these 
three C.I.O* organizers took a very prominent part*" (See Dies 
Committee Hearings, Volume 1, page 126*) 
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Paul Crouch testified before the Senate Subcommittee on Internal 



Security, as follows: "The Highlander Folk School is a school 

operated at Monteagle, Tennessee, ostensibly as an Independent labor 
school, but actually working in close cooperation with the Communist 
Party." (See Hearings, page 47.) Dombrowski was an instructor at 
the Highlander Folk School for a number of years. 

The following colloquy took place between Senator Eastland, 
Committee Counsel Arens, and Mr. Crouch during the latter's 
testimony: 



SENATOR EASTLAND. Mr. Crouch, did you ever visit 
Dr. Dombrowski *s home? 

MR. CROUCH. I visited the Highlander Folk School 
where he was working. I didn't visit at his 
home, but we spent a night at the same heme 
together, Caroline Stevenson's, and he and Leo 
Sheiner discussed in my presence the actual 
hideout of Communist leaders the night we were 
traveling to Winter Haven. 

MR. ARENS. He and Sheiner discussed in your 

presence the hideouts for Communist leaders, top 
flight leaders; is that correct? 

(See hearings, page 52.) 

Don West, who has already been mentioned as connected with the 



Highlander Folk School, was district director of the Communist Party 
of North Carolina. (See House Committee Hearings, May 6, 1949, 
page 191. ) 

At the New Orleans hearings of the Senate Committee, on March 
20, 1954, Myles Horton was ejeoted by the united States Marshal from 
the witness stand and the hearing room. 

Another speaker who joined with the Rev. Martin Luther King on 



the program of the Hi 



weekend, was Aubr 

*Nw 



le Hlrf}2fender 
Williams. 



der Folk School, during the Labor Day 
A tabulation of Aubrey Williams' 



Communist connections during the past 20 years is attached to this 
report. -T Qj P D1 0 W b 1 & 



lain. 







James A, Dcmbf 

(1) American Committee for Indonesian Independence -- signer of 
letter — Indonesi an Review . 1946 

(2) American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born •- signer 
of birthday greeting to Sabath — Lamp , Hay 1946, page S 

(3) American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born — 
sponsor of 15th anniversary national conference — program, 

December 11-12, 1948 

(4) American Continental Congress for Peace, Mexico City — 
United States sponsor — leaflet, September 5-10, 1949 

(5) American Peace Crusade — signer of call to peace pilgrimage 
to Washington, D. C. — leaflet, March 1, 1951 

(6) American Peace Crusade — sponsor — letterhead. May 26,1951 

(7) American Peace Crusade — signer of appeal — Dally Worker , 

January 20, 1954, page 4 “* 

(8) Appeal for Amnesty for the Jailed Leaders of the Communist 
Party Convicted Uhder the Smith Act — signer — Dally Worker , 
December 10, 1952, page 4 

(9) Bachrach Open Letter — signer — letter, September 19,1955 

(10) Brief A mic i Curiae for the Cownunist Party — signer — 

U. S, Supreme Court, October 1955 

(11) Committee for Equal Justice for Mrs* Recy Taylor, an auxil- 
iary of International Labor Defense — sponsor — booklet, Aug* 1945 

(12) Committee for Medical Freedom — signer of statement 
opposing questioning of professional people by Un-American 
Activities Committee — leaflet, June 1952 

(13) Conference on Constitutional Liberties in America -- 
speaker — program, June 7-9, 1940 

(14) Continuations Committee of the Conference on Peaceful 
Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact — signer of open letter to 
Congress -- letter, August 21, 1949 

(15) International Workers Order — defender of — Fraternal 
Outlook . November 1948, page 6 

(16) International Workers Order — defender of — Dally Worker . 
June 18, 1951, page 8 

(17) Methodist Federation for Social Action — nominated 
member-at-large by national membership meeting, December 27-29, 

1947 — 1947 ballot, page 2 

(18) Methodist Federation for Social Action — nominee — 
official ballot, September 2, 1953 
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James A. 



Damb: 





(19) Methodist Federation for Social Action •- anniversary 
committee member — letterhead, March 11, 1967 

(20) Methodist Federation for Social Service — nominated for 
national committee -- 1945 ballot, page 4 

(21) National Citizens Political Action Committee — mentoar — 
official list, August 28, 1944 

(22) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Act — signer of 
open letter to members of Congress — letter, January 19, 1951 

(23) National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Aots — signer 
of open letter to Senator Hennings — dated November 14, 1955 

(24) National Committee to Win Amnesty for the Smith Aot 
Victims — sponsor — letterhead. May 22, 1953 

(25) National Conference to Defend the Bill of Rights — 

“~onsor -- leaflet, December 2-3, 1950 

(26) National Federation for Constitutional Liberties — signer 
of statement opposing renewal of the Dies Committee — pamphlet, 
January 1943 

(27) National Negro Congress — sponsor — 10th convention 
program. May 30, 1946 

(26) People* s Institute of Applied Religion — sponsor — 
letterhead, April 9, 1942 

(29) People* s Institute of Applied Religion — member of 
Southern Committee -- letterhead, January 1, 1948 

(30) People *s Institute of Applied Religion — member of 
Southern Committee — letterhead, April 16, 1953 

(31) Southern Conference Educational Fund — endorser of 
declaration — folder, November 20, 1948 

(32) Southern Conference Educational Fund — director — 
program of conference, April 8, 1950 

(33) Southern Conference Bclucational Fund -- director — 
letterhead, January 1951 

(34) Southern Conference Educational Fund — director — 
letterhead, July 1954 

(35) Southern Conference Educational Fund — director — 
letterhead, April 1955 

(36) Southern Conference Educational Fund — coordinator of 
Southwestern Regional Conference on Integration — folder, 

17, 1955 
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(37) Southern Conference Educational Fund — director -- 
South ern Patriot, December 1956, page 4 

(38) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — executive 
secretary — official report, 1942 

(39) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — executive 
secretary -- Dally Worker . January 29, 1946, page 4 

(40) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — administrator — 
letterhead, June 1, 1947 

(41) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — signer of 
manifesto — Southern Patrio t, June 1947, pages 4-5 

(42) Southern Resident Labor Colleges — member of finance 
campaign committee — letterhead, February 10, 1937 

(43) Statement Defending the Communist Party — signer — 
V/orker . March 5, 1941, page 2 

* 

(44) Win-the-Peace Conference — sponsor -- call. April 5-7, 

1945 



(45) World Peace Appeal -- signer — leaflet, August 31, 1950 

(46) Communist Party - - Identified as a member of by John 
Butler in sworn testimony before Senate Committee on Internal 
:>eouriLy — Committee Hearings, March 18, 1954 







Aubrey Willi 




(1) American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born — sponsor 
of conference -- program and call, October 25-27, 1949 

(2) American Crusade to End Lynching — signer of call to 
pilgrimage to Washington — call, September 23, 1946 

(3) American Youth Congress -- speaker at 2 or 3 of their annual 
meetings — Williams’ testimony before Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee, March 19, 1954, page 109 

(4) Appeal to Guard Civil Rights — signer »- Daily Worker . 
August 28, 1950, page 3 

(5) Association of Internes and Medical Students — speaker at 
annual convention — official program, December 27-30, 1950 

(6) Brief Amici Curiae for the Communist Party — signer -- 
U« S« Supreme Court, October 1955 

(7) Civil Rights Congress — speaker at rally, September 11, 

1947 — Williams 1 testimony before Senate Internal Security Sub- 
committee, March 19, 1954, page 107 

(8) Committee to End Sedition Laws -- signer of statement — 
press release, November 19, 1955 

(9) Committee for Peaceful Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact -- 
member of executive board — letterhead, September 16, 1950 

(10) Commonwealth College -- served on committee and contributed 
to -- Massachusetts investigation of Communists, 1936 

(11) Continuations Committee of the Conference on Peaceful 
Alternatives to the Atlantic Pact — signer of open letter to 
Congress — letter, August 21, 1949; Daily Worker, August 22, 1949, 
page 3 

(12) Daily Worker -- petitions U. S. Senate -- Dally Worker, 
January 2<T, 1946, page 9 

(13) W. E. B. DuBola Testimonial Sponsoring Committee — 
sponsor — program, February 23, 1951 

(14) Highlander Folk School — member of board or in some way 
affiliated with from about 1944 to 1954 — Williams 1 testimony before 

Security Subcommittee, March 19, 1954, p, 103 

(15) Mainstream — sponsor — New Masses , October 28, 1947, 
page 2 

(16) Mid-Century Conference for Peace — sponsor -- call. 

May 29-30, 1950 

(17) Mother Bloor Celebration Committee — aponsor — booklet 





(18) National Citizens Emergency Relief Committee to Aid 
Strikers Families — member of national board — Worker , March 17, 
1946, page 5 



(19) National Citizens Political Action Committee — member — 
official list, August 1944 

(20) National Citizens Political Action Committee — vice- 
chairman of dinner committee — official program, April 12, 1946 

(21) National Committee for Peaceful Alternatives — member of 
executive board — pamphlet, December 1950 

(22) National Committee to Repeal the llcCarran Acts •- signer of 
open letter to Senator Hennings — press release, November 14, 1955 

(23) Peace Information Center -- endorser of \7orld Peace Appeal — 
leaflet, August 31, 1950 

(24) New York City Council of the American Youth Congress — 
speaker at New York State model legislature of youth — oall and 
program, January 28-30, 1938 

(25) Petition to Reconsider Prosecutions Under the Smith Act -- 
signer — New York Times , August 8, 1955, page 9; D ally Worker . 

August 8, 1955, page" "S 

(26) Progressive Citizens of America — speaker at rally, 1947 -- 
Williams » testimony before Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, 
March 19, 1954, page 112 

(27) Progressive Citizens of America — eleoted to board of 
directors — Daily Worker . Hay 1947 

(28) Protest Meeting for Howard Fast — sponsor -- New Masses , 
October 14, 1947, page 24 

(29) Southern Conference Educational Fund -- president; 

endorser of declaration — folder, November 20, 1948 * 

(30) Southern Conference Educational Fund — president; sponsor 
and speaker at first southwide conference on discrimination in higher 
education — program, April 8, 1950 

(31) Southern Conference Educational Fund — president -- 
letterhead, January 1951 

(32) Southern Conference Educational Fund — president and member 
of board of directors — letterhead, July 1954 

(33) Southern Conference Educational Fund — president and member 
of board of directors — letterhead, April 1955 

(34) Southern Conference Educational Fund — signer of petition 
to Senator Hennings — petition, November 7, 1955 
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(35) Southern Conference Educational Fund -- president — 
Southern Patriot s Deoember 1956, page 4 

(36) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — speaker at 
conference •- program, November 20-23, 1938 

(37) Southern Conference for Hunan Welfare — speaker at 
conference — program and call, April 14-16, 1940 

(38) Southern Conference for Human Welfare -- signer of petition 
to W. 3. Senate — Daily Worker , January 26, 1946, page 11 

(39) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — chairman of 
nominating committee, 1946 — Williams* testimony before Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee, March 19, 1954, page 103 

(40) Southern Conference for Human Welfare -- signer of 
manifesto — Southern Patriot s June 1947, pages 4-5 

(41) Southern Conference for Human Welfare — member of board of 
representatives — letterhead, July 25, 1947 

(42) Washington Committee for Democratic Action — member — 
membership list, 1939 




1749 



(43) Workers Alliance — paid tribute to — Appendix IX, page 
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HIGHLANDER 

Communist Training S 



the founders of 

HIGHLANDER SCHOOL 

highlander folk schoo: 

^ V*. les Hor- 

ton and Don West; James Dom 
browsL' joined them shortly there 
after. Don West, presently oper- 
ating in Georgia, was district di- 
rector of the Communist Party o. 
North Carolina. 

Paul Crouch- the top Communis 
the South 

1 «tl) W • • "* 4 . T 

testified before the Subcommittee] 
iU'?*’ oft n - K mencan 

ACUV.litt. 104*1 4-/U liUl uv. RK. 

tn** th* lTf*;»re*w : nio of com- 

. : .. . . * i.\m\ Itrtd 

o '■'•G >' 

ar-d /fllow Its ienderMhip 
n ihlu’ o -* the ri*k of actual 
Pa rt v‘ inernb rah* 

Johr r, another forme 

Cofnmunifsr. / art> functionary tes- 
tified beff-rc the Senate Subcom- 
,:rUft cr. :i Security that 

Do.TiMoa^Vi h meet in^ of Com- 
munist Farty leaders in Dombrow- 
eki'e room in the Thomas Jeffer- 
son Hotel in Birmingham, Ala- 
bama wa« introduced to him by 
L Cumr.un : st 

Pa Tty member. 

Mvies Horton was identified be- 
ic-tt a rulin',. Leu on Un 

jh e person 
entior 

in North Carolina, at which tim* 
plans were made for spreading the 

reve-:-'* v'/.r« Theories throughout 
the Smith/’ 

Pi*, t r ( fV, before the 

Senate Subcommittee on Interna* 
Security that ‘The Highlander 
Polk School i% a school operated 
fit M'ntp^yU Tennessee* ostensl- 
•r. Mibul school, 
z , j l i y.,.ki l* in cioae co- 

ot>e r atioTi with the Communist 
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100I, Monteagle, Tenn. 




Communist Front Records 
Of Leadership of Highlander 
Inter-racial Seminar , 195 7 



Printed below is a consolidated listing of the Com- 
munist Affiliations of persons in attendance at the Labor 
Day Weekend, 1957 Seminar at Highlander Folk School, 



Monteagle, Tennessee. 



Abraham Lincoln School 
American Committee Sot Protec- 
tion of Foreign Bom 
American Committee for Yuogoalav 
Relief 

American Continental Congress for 



World Peace 

American Crusade to End 
ing 



American Folksay Group 
American Peace Mobilisation 
American-Soviet Music Society 
American Youth Congress 
American Youth for Democracy 

m and VaHi. 



Continuations Committee of the 
Conference on Peaceful Alterna- 
tives to the Atlantic Pact 
Council on African Affairs 
Daily Worker 
Dinner for Pearl Hart 
W. E. B. DuBois Testimonial 
Sponsoring Committee 
^•Ma^ency Civil Liberties Com- 



mittee 

Emergency Peace Mobilization 
First Line of Defense 
Frederick Douglass School 
Harlem Employment Committee 
Highlander Folk School 



fnr 



cal Students 

Bill of Rights Conference 
Boston Freedom of the Press 
Committee 

Brooklyn Professional Committee 
for Democratic China 
liiuwnsviiie Freedom of the Press 
Committee (Brooklyn) 

Camp Kinderland 
Chicago Ad Hoc Committee ol 
Welcome for the Dean of Can- 
terbury 

Chicago Committee to Defeat the 
Mundt Bill 

Chicago Committee to Secure Jus- 
tice in the Rosenburg Case 
Citizens Emergency Conference for 
Interracial Unity 

Citizens Emergency Defense Con- 
ference 

Civil Rights Congress 
Committee for a Cultural Salute 
to Paul Robeson 



Action 

Jefferson School of Social Science 

League of Struggle for Negro 
Rights 

League of Young Southerners 

Main Stream 

Masses A Mainstream 

Methodist Federation for Social 
Action 

Metropolitan Music School 

Michigan Herald 

Mid-Century Conference for Peace 

Mother Bloor Celebration Commit- 
tee 

Nation Associates , 

National Citizens Emergency Re- 
lief Committee to Aid Strikers 
Families 

National Citizens Political Action 
Committee 

National Committee to Abolish the 
Poll Tax 

National Committee for Peaceful 



New York Youth Council 
Open Letter on Military Aid to 
Spain 

Open Letter Protesting Deporta- 
tion of Harry Bridges 
Peace, Information Center 
People s Artists 
People’s Dally World 
People’s Drama Theatre 
p* 0 pi£' 5 institute of Applied Re- 
ligion 

People's Songs 

Petition to Reconsider Prosecu- 
tions Under the Smith Act 
Political Affairs 
Progressive Citizens of America 
Progressive Party of Massa- 
chusetts 

Protest Meeting for Howard Fast 
Protestant Digest Associates 
Protest against Verdict of Guilty 
in Case of 11 Communist Lead- 
en 

School for Political Action Tech- 
nique 

Schroon Crest Camp 
Sing Out 

Southern Conference Educational 
Fund 

Southern Conference for Human 
w T elf are 

Southern Negro Youth Congress 
Stop Rankin Meeting 
Swapping Song Fair 
Teachers Union, Local 665 
Testimonial Concert "Bound for 
Glory" for Woodie Guthrie 
United Office and Professional 
Workers of America, Local 16 
United Packinghouse Workers of 
America 

United States Arrangements Com- 
mittee, World Youth Congress 
rr R RwmiorfnB- Committee foT 




4J oi^uu i a j i j ,) j 

^ - < ui c vc^ ii 1 ■■ i his meeting was 
directed by Reverend John fi 
Thompson, chaplain, University of 
Chicago. Reverend Thompson has 
a lengthy record of Communist af- 
filiations which appears elsewhere 
in this folder. The direction of the 
entire school was under the leader- 
ship, as usual, of Myles Horton. 

There were representative lead- 
ers of the TUSKEEGEE, ALA- 
BAMA BOYCOTT, the TALLA- 
HASSEE, FLORIDA BUS INCI- 
DENT, the MONTGOMERY, ALA- 
BAMA BUS BOYCOTT, the 
SOUTH CAROLINA - NAACP 
SCHOOL TEACHERS INCIDENT, 
the KOININIA INTER-RACIAL 
FARM - AMERlCUS, GEORGIA, 
and CLINTON, TENNESSEE. 
SCHOOL INCIDENT among oth- 
ers. 

They met at this workshop and 
discussed methods and tactics of 
precipitating racial strife and dis- 
turbance. 

The meeting of such a large 
Try ** jtj jnter-racia 
strife under the auspices of a Com- 
munist Training School, and in the 
company of many known Commun- 
ist is the typical method whereby 
leadership training and tactics are 
furnished to the agitators. This 
wa> a general workshop and would 
h-- * he. rrw.mon method of de- 

veloping a long range program. 

In specific emergency situations. 

. -v-J £ be sent into the 

cenrmunities to assist. 

r 'ood examples of the infusion 
leadership was the appearance 
vf Bn yard Kustin, who appeared 
iht Dally Worker, as secretary 
oi hi*. Martin Luther King, The 
u 1 ;>r arance of Don West, promi- 
nent Communist functionary, at 
Kcinonia Farm disturbances anc 
thv pieliminary surveys conducted 
bv John Hope, II, preparatory tc 
the ToMahassee Bus Incident. 



HIGHLANDER EXECUTIVES 

TY -z following is a listing of the 
executives of Highlander Folk 
Scfcoc { as it appeared in their 24th 
- <7 report of October 30, 1956. 

n P RR47FAL* Dean, Morehouse 

(V'l.P'. 4 H.nf b 

br.i‘ JliMA CLARK. Hi/hUnder 
Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn. 
GP Ax'fc HAMILTON, AtlanU Ur- 
ban League, Atlanta, Georgia. 
G. R. HATHAWAY, Secy.-Treas., 
I TWA -CIO, Chicago, HI. 
JOHN HOPE, II, Industrial Rela- 
xations Consultant, Fisk Uni- 
versity, Nashville, Tenn. 

: ii J HI ON, Director, High- 

- -iei I oik School, Monteagle, 
Ten?*. 

(Continued on page 4) 



MYLL .ORTON the director of Highlonder Folk Schoi «onteagle, 
Tennessee, Is shown speaking. Reverend John B. Thompson, chap- 
lain University of Chicago directed the labor Day Weekend 1957 



Seminar. Both Horton ond Thor 
useful aids to the Communist o. 




FRED ROUTH, o headquarters officio! of Southern Regional Council, 
63 Auburn Ave., N. E. ; Atlanta, Georgia, is pictured above leading 
a workshop. In at least one of these sessions, the todies of includ^ 
ing women ond children in racial demonstrations and incidents was 
propounded on the basis that police are reluctant to shoot women 
ond children. 

Southern Regional Council b the recipient of Ford, Fund for the 
Republic grants of $497,000.00. Fund for the Republic grants orig- 
inated with the Ford Motor Company. Southern Regional Council b 
the parent organization of 12 statewide Councils on Human Rela- 
tions operated only in the Southern States. 

Southern Regional Council has been able to exploit the facilities of 
religion ond education because of o quasi-reiigious status afforded 
by occupancy of space in a building owned by o huge church. 
The leadership of few units of the Communist apparatus hove rec- 
ords of Communist affiliations which exceed those of present and 
past directors of Southern Regional Council* 



The Do tty Worker, official orge 
the foundation of Southern R- 
Negro Communist, presently hec 
of the Communist Party. Jackson 
men! of Southern Conference Ec 
fere nee for JHuman Welfare, b 
parts of the Communist apparat 
ates with Southern Regional Cc 

The American Legion Firing Lint 
incorporating papers soys "Ttm 
Court of Fulton County, State of 
incorporators of the Council as fc 
McGill, and Bishop Arthur J. r 
Charles S. Johnson, of Nashville 
Dr. Howard W. Odum, Chope! b 
of the Incorporation, Book 062 
New York Times"/ 10-17-57.) 
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3ve long been regarded os 

t. 




? Ccmmuniit Party, credits 

r Atinril ♦« iirr> jnririrtn 

>u?hern Adairs Commission 
credited with the establish- 
Fund.; and Southern Con- 
orvizotions ore recognized 
hove interlocking director- 

15, 1957, referring to the 
ient, filed in the Superior 
\a, listed the names of five 
Or. Rufus E. Clement, Ralph 
of Atlanta, Georgia; Dr. 
jssee (now deceased); and 
rth Carolina. (See Petition 
64-67, 1-604; ond "The 



Committee lor Democratic rar 

Eastern Policy 

Committee to End Sedition Lews 
Committee for Equal Justice for 
Mrs. Recy Taylor, an auxiliary 
of International Labor Defense 
Committee for the First Amend- 
ment 

Committee for the Negro in the 
Arts 

Committee for Peaceful Alterna- 
tives to the Atlantic Pact 
Committee to Secure Justice in the 
Rosenberg Case 
Commonwealth College 
Communist Party 
; Consumers Union 



McCarran Act : 

National Council of the Arts, Sci- 
ences and Professions 
National Councfl of American-So- 
viet Friendship 
National Negro Congress 
National Negro Labor Council 
Nature Friends of America 
New Drama 
New Maaaea 

New York City Council of the 
American Youth Congress 
New York Committee for Protec- 
tion of Foreign Born 
New York Community Divisions of 
the Committee to Free Earl 
Browder 



of the Peoples Jor rear** 

Veterans against Discrimination of 
Civil Right* Congrea* of New 
York 

Veterans Fighting Fund for Eu- 
gene Dennis 

Voice of Freedom Committee 
Washington Committee for Demo- 
cratic Action 

Westchester Peekskill Committee 
Wingdale Lodge 
Win-the-Peace Conference • 

Wire to President Truman to Veto 
the McCarran Bill 
Workers Alliance 
Young People's Record Club 
Young Progressives 



House Committee Citations 



A few of the Communist Fronts listed above are de- 
fined so that the readers may more fully understand their 
activities. All definitions are taken from “GUIDE TO 
j SUBVERSIVE ORGANIZATIONS AND PUBLICATIONS” 
published January 2, 1957 by the U. S. House of Representa- 
I tives Committee on Un-American Activities, Washington, 



D. C. 

AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR 
PROTECTION OF FOREIGN 
BORN 

] “To defend the cases of Com- 
munist lawbreakers, fronts have 
been devised making special ap- 
peals in behalf of civil liberties 

and rtarhing out f»r beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party 
itself. Among these organizations 
are the . . . American Commit- 
tee for Protection of Foreign Born. 
When the Communist Party itseli 
is under fire these offer a bul- 
wark of protection.” 

AMERICAN YOUTH CONGRESS 

“It originated in 1934 and . . . 
has been controlled by Communists 
and manipulated by them to in- 
fluence the thought of American 
youth.” 

CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS 
Cited as an organization formed 
at a Congress on Civil Rights held 
in Detroit in April 1946 as a mer- 
ger of two other Communist-front 
organizations (International Labor 
Defense and the National Federa- 
tion for Constitutional Liberties); 
it was “dedicated not to the broad- 
er issues of civil liberties, but spe- 
cifically to the defense of individ- 
ual Communists and the Commun- 
ist Party” and “controlled by in- 
dividuals who are either members 
of the Communist Party or openly 
loyal to it.” 



COMMONWEALTH COLLEGE 

A “Communist enterprise” cited 
as subversive by an investigating 
Committee of the Arkansas Legis- 
lature. It received money from the 
Garland Fund. 

EMERGENCY PEACE 
. MOBILIZATION 

Cited as a Communist fron. 
which came forth, after Stalin 
signed his pact with Hitler, to op* 
pose the national defense program, 
lend-lease, conscription, and othei 
American “war-mongering” efforts 
It immediately preceded the Amer- 
ican Peace Mobilization in 1940. 

LEAGUE OF STRUGGLE 
FOR NEGRO RIGHTS 

“The Communist-front movement 
in the United States among Ne- 
groes is known as the Nations. 
Negro Congress. Practically the 
same group of leaders directing 
this directed the League of Strug- 
gle for Negro Rights, which was, 
until 2 years ago, the name of the 
Communists front for Negroes. 
The name was later changed . . • 
in 183G to the National Negro 
Congress.” 

METHODIST FEDERATION 
FOR SOCIAL ACTION 

“With an eye to religious groups, 
the Communists have formed re- 
ligious fronts such as the Method- 
ist Federation for Social Ac- 
tion . ♦ . m 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO 
REPEAL THE McCARRAN ACT 

“To defend the cases of Commu- 
nist lawbreakers, fronts have been 
devised making special appeals in 
behalf of civil liberties and reach- 
ing out far beyond the confines of 
the Communist Party itself. Among 
these organizations are the . . . 
National Committee to Repeal the 
McCarran Act. When the Com- 
munist Party itself is wider fire 
these offer a bulwark of protec- 
tion.” 

NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS 
"The CommunUt-front movement 
in the United States among Ne- 
groes is known as the National 
Negro Congress. . . . The officers 
of the National Negro Congress 
are outspoken Communist sym- 
pathisers, and a majority of those 
on the executive board are out- 
right Communists.” 

NATIONAL NEGRO LABOR 
COUNCIL 

“One of the Communist fronts 
currently active in seeking to de- 
ceive American Negroes into serv- 
ing the Communist cause is the Na- 
tional Negro Labor Council . . . 
The organization was formally 
founded at a conference held in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, October 27 and 
23, 1951, under the direction of 
leading Negro Communists in the 
United States, such as Abner Ber- 
ry, Sam W. Parks, and Coleman 
A. Young. According to the latest 
available information, Young is the 
present National executive secre- 
tary of the organization, from 
which post he controls and directs 
NNLC activities ... A study of 
the operation of the council shows 
that, rather than helping the Ne- 
( Continued on page 4) 







liSTED ELSEWHERE in this folder are the Communist related records of Reverend John B. Thompson 
(seated), chaplain University of Chicoflo and chairman of this four day sem.nar and Aubrey W.ll.oms, 
Montgomery, Alabama, president Southern Conference Education Fund, Inc. and puphsher. Southern 
Form and Horn* Magazine. 

Experts on Communism observe the record of Aubrey Williams to reflect anti-US foreign policy and 
antMJS domestic policy. As early as 1944 a report of the Committee of ^.ch.Congressmon Dies 
was ehoirmon named Aubrey Williams as a member of the Notional Citizens Polrttca! Art, ® n /*®£ 
mittee ond cited that organization as "the supreme bid of the .Communist Party for power in the 
United States through o front." 

Few people If any have aided the Communist Party more in its conspiracy against peace between 
the racesin the southern part of the United Slates than did Aubrey Williams. 

ft Is incredible that any man with a record of Communist affiliation like that dJ*hn». Thompson 



HARRY SCHNEIDERMAr 
muni tt Training School 
dtrmon b formerly of 









PAStCS, MARTIN LUTHER KING AND REVcREND ABERNATHY: 



Thiee owtstondmg leadership people of the infamous Montgomery, Alabama, bu* Incident. The 
development, precipitation ond financing of this- inflammatory project called for behind the scenes 
ani j direction beyond the ability or capacity of local people. The relationship between 
Ccm.Tijnii’ leadership ond racial strife b evident from coast to coost ond from the Golf of Mexico 
to the Great Lakes. 



CONRAD BROWNE (with 
treme right), Clinton, Terr 
Browne wos a resident lec 
arising at this socialistic 
Highlander Folk School w; 
Folk School jointly opero 
Allen McSwain b credit* c 
Reverend Maurice McCro. 
St. Bomabus Church and 
gantzotion, 901 Findlay $ 
of Koinonla Form, 
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THIS PICTURE of o station wogon lettered FINDLAY STREET, NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE, CINCIN- 
NATI, OHIO, U included for the purpose of illustroting how many units of the Communist opparotus 
are assisted by organizations purportedly charitable or religious In nature. 

Reverend Maurice McCracken of Neighborhood House, Cincinnati, who is pictured elsewhere attended 
this Communist Training School. Apparently he used this station wagon as transportation. 
Neighborhood House is located at 901 Findloy Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, ond is supported by the 
Community Chest. This some address is also the address of Friends of Koinonia Farms. 
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h\% agitation has re- 
lerision ond disquiet. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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tomonio farm Leader, Americus, Georgia, Allen McSwain (ex- 
Reverend Maurice McCrodcen (2nd from right), Cincinnati, Ohio. 
on»a Farm during the violence, boycotts and other incidents 
immunity, Don West, the identified Communist co-founder of 
to be a frequent visitor to Koinonia. Koinonia and Highlander 
aciol "summer camp." 

?!fe?irig the Clinton, Tennessee, public school incident. 

with raciol unrest in Cincinnati, Ohio, h pastor of 
with Neighborhood House, a community chest supported or- 
>ati, Ohio. 90 1 Findloy Street is also Jhe address of Friends 



PETE SEEGER is typical of the entertainer who gives his time ond 
talent to the support of the Communist apparatus. He is a talented 
musician who is in attendance at many meetings such as this 
Communist Training School at Highlander. 

Th * Doily Worker of February 22, 1949, fish Pete Seeger as 
a participant in the New York State Youth Board of the Com- 
munftt Party. 
























ROSA PARKS, who precipitated the Montgomery Alobamo Bus Boycott, 
York's Henry Street Settlement listen to group training under the wotc 
Centro! Committee of the Communist Party. 

Berry reported the meeting of this Communist Training School in his i 
September 10, 1957. 
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tRfcND MAR1IN LUTHER KING addresses the assemblage, 
srend King, president of the Southern Christian Leadership Con- 
nee is best known for his activities in the Montgomery Boycott, 
itg ornery Improvement Association and the March ©n Washing- 
which he conducted with Bo yard Rustin. The Doily Worker lists 
ard Rustin as one who attended the 1957 convention of the 
tmunist Party USA. Boyard Rustin is identified in the Daily 
ker os secretory to Reverend Martin Luther King. 

The activities of Reverend Martin Luther King represent the 
lote in '"civil disobedience." It is doubtful that Reverend King 
d hove carried on such a program without outside leadership 
financing; Bayard Rustin is perhaps the leading expert on 
I disobedience" m this country. 

The Southern Christ ion Leadership Conference is o new organ- 
on founded by Reverend King for region-wide agitation of 

;f violence and strife. 
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CHARLES GOMILUON, Dean of Students at Tuskegee Institute, wo 
Aioboma, Boycott; his agitation is in targe port responsible for thi 
Gomilllon has been most vehement in his defense of Communists oi 

firlnrinnl n r not «< #w<I*«»Uii **i»J L 1 — -J..— 
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ii eye of Abner Berry of the 



ymn in the Daily Worker of 




PICTURED HERE ore leaders of five recent scenes of racial disturbance and violence. 

Septimo Clark, presently director of Highlander integration workshop was associated with the South 
Carolina-NAACP School Teachers Incident. 

Conrad Browne is a leader of inter-racial Koinonia Farms, Americus, Georgia, the scene of boycotts, 
disturbances ond violence. 

David H. Brooks was a leader of the Tallahassee Bus Boycott. This incident was commenced only after 
a psychological survey of the area hod been mode to determine the outcome. 

Rosa Porks was the central figure in the agitation which resulted in the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 
Charles Gomitlion, Dean of Students at Tuskegee Institute, was the leader of the Tuskegee Boycott. 




he of the Tuskegee, 

istu'bance, 

the Communist Party, His 
KJa groups. 



PICTURED HERE (foreground) is Abner W. berry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 
On the first row are Reverend Martin Luther King (2nd from right) of the Montgomery Boycott, 
Aubrey Williams (3rd from right) president of the Southern Conference Education Fund Inc. ond 
Myles Horton (4th from Right) the director of Highlander folk School. 

These "four horsemen" of roctal agitation hove brought tension, disturbance, strife ond violence in 
their advancement of the Communist doctrine of "racial nationalism". 
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Every American Has ike 
Right to Know the Truth 



EDITORIAL COMMENT 

On the preceding pages you have seen pictures of the 
leaders of every major race incident in the South from May 
1954 until the time of this meeting, Labor Day, 1957 Week 
end (August 30, 31 and September 1, 2). You have seen 
executive?, and leaders of many organizations active in the 
southeastern region of the United States. All of the pictures 
contained in this folder were taken during this one weekend 
at this Communist training school, Highlander Folk School 
Monteagle, Tennessee. 

national figures are easily identified with 
their pictures. Other names of lesser figures are those given 
to the photographer in introductions and self identifications 
It has been our purpose, a9 rapidly as possible, to 
identify the leaders and participants of this Communist 
training school and disseminate this information to the gen- 
eral public. This Commission would appreciate your furnish 
u, iia any lurther identifications you can make. 

It behooves each of us to learn more of Communist in- 

*i.u ihe direction of Communist movements. Only 

through information and knowledge can we combat this 
" - i menace to Constitutional government. 

Ali . any part of this folder may be reproduced by any 
a. v c ifiization with or without credit being given 
to if, Is Co •nn.ir.sion. 

Georgia Commission on Education 
Governor Marvin Griffin, Chairman 
T. V. Wil'isms, Jr., Executive Secretary 
3&40 Agriculture Bldg. 

19 Honter St., S.W. 

Atlanta, Ga. 



Records of Don West, John 8. Thompson, 

J - Dcrr.browski, Aubrey Williams 

mv. are the records of Communist Affiliation? 
-- n in« leaders of Highlander Folk School. 

JAMES DOMBROWSKI 
JOHN B. THOMPSON 
DON WEST 
AUBREY WILLIAMS 

Each of these four men was prominent in the establishment 
of Highlander Folk School or in its subsequent operation. 






Bulletin, June 1950, 



Questions 
page 1. 

(21) Mid-Century Conference for 
Peace — initiating sponsor — Work- 
er, April 30, 1950, page 15. 

(22) National Comm'ttee tc 
Abolish the Poll Tax — ft pon 201 * — 
letterhead, March 8, 1946. 

i2j) National Committee for 
Peaceful Alternatives — co-chair- 
men — folder, December 1953. 

(24) National Committee to Re- 
peal the M~C*rran Act — fnltiatos 
— letterhead, January 19, 1951 

(25) National Committee to Re 
peal the McCarran Acts — signer o. 
open letter to Senator Henn ngs— 
letter, November 14, 1955. 

(26) National Council of Amer 
ican-Sovjet Friendship— member tc 
welcome the Dean of Canterbury 
— booklet, November 1948 

(27) National Council of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions — 
signer of ad — St. Louis Post- Dis- 
patch, June 20, 1951 

(28) Open Letter on Military 
Aid to Spain — signer — Daily Work- 
er. May 17, 1951, page 9. 

(29) Open Letter Protesting De 
portation of Harry Bridges — sign- 
er — letter, April 22, 1943 

(30) Protest against Verdict of 
Ouilty in Case of 11 Communist 
headers — spoke out against verdict 
—Worker, October 30, 1949, p. 8. 

(31) People’s Institute of Ap- 
Ked Religion — sponsor — letter- 

lead, April 16, 1953. 

(32) Protestant Digest Associ- 
ates — signer of call to d nier-for- 
jm — call, February 25, 1941. 

(33) Southern Conferei ?2 Edu- 
cational Fund — member of board 
of directors — letterhead, J^iuary 
1951. 

(34) Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare — vice prej Jen;— 
letterhead, July 25, 1947. 

(35) U. S. Sponsoring Commit- 
tee for Representation at the Con-j 
gress of the Peoples for Pea *e — 



(18) National Citizens Er 
cy Relief Committee to Aid 
ers Fam ; J*es — member of r.. 
board — Worker, March 17. 
page 6. 

(19) National Citizens P 
Action Committee — memb 
ncial list, August 1944. 

(20) National Citizens P< 
Action Committee — vice exi 
board — pamphlet, December 1 

(22) National Committee t 
p*m\ the M rCarran Acts — si*; 
open letter to Senator Hen'll 
pre38 release, November 14, ] 

(23) Peace Information C 
— endorser of World Peace A 
—leaflet, August 31, 1950. 

(24) New York City Coul, 
the American Youth Congu 
speaker at New York State n 
legislature of youth — call and 
gram, January 28-30, 1938. 

(25) Petition to Recor 
Prosecutions Under the Smith 
— signer^New York Times, 
gust 8, 1955, page 9; Daily U 
er, August 8, 1955, page 8. 

(26) Progressive Citizens 
America— speaker at rally, 19; 
Williams’ testimony before S* 
Internal Security Subcommn 
March 19, 1954, page 112. 

(27) Progressive Citizens 
America — elected to board of 
rectors — Daily Worker, May 1 

(28) Protest Meeting for H 
ard Fast — sponsor — New Ma>~ 
October 14, 1947, page 24. 

(29) Southern Conference E 
cational Fund — president: end 
er of declaration — folder, Novt 
ber 20, 1948. 

(30) Southern Conference E<: 
cational Fund — president; spon.' 
and speaker at first soutbwide c< 
ference on discrimination in hig'r 
education — program, April 8, IK 

(31) Southern Conference Ed 
cational Fund — president — let t » 
head, January 1951. 
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DONALD L. WEST 

(1) American Peace Mobiliza- 
tion — endorser — call to American 
People's Meeting, April 5-6, 1941. 

(2) Book Union — Contributor- 
New Masses, October l t 1935, back 
cover. 

(3) Committee for Equal Justice 
for Mrs. Recy Taylor, an auxiliary 
of International Labor Defense — 
member of committee of sponsors 
— booklet, August 1945. 

(4) Communist Party — member 
—House Committee Report on 
Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare, 1947, page 5. 

(5) Educators for Wallace — 
member — pamphlet, October 1948. 

(6) Mother Bloor Celebration 
Committee — sent greetings— book- 
let, undated. 

(7) National Council of the Arts,| 

of conference — report of confer- 
ence. October 9-10, 1948 

(8) National Federation for Con- 
stitutional Liberties — signer of 
open letter asking the President 
to rescind Biddle decision on Har- 
ry Bridges — booklet, July 11, 1942. 

{ S) Wwo: Wallace for Pres ; - 
dent Committee — member — press 
release. Ma-ch 23, 1948. 

(1C) New Masses — contributor 
— New Masses, April 10, June 5, 
2G, 19,54 ; August 27, 
1935; May 28, 1946. 

(31) Open Letter on Harry 
Bridges — signer — Daily Worker, 
July IP IS 42, page 4. 

(12/ People’s Institute of Ap- 

plied Religion — state director for 
Georgia— letterhead, December 11, 
1940. 

(13) People’s Institute of Ap 
plied Religion — sponsor and state 
director for Georgia — letterhead, 
February' 12, 1941. 

;!«?’• Institute of Ap- 

plied Religion — field leader — let- 
ter heal, April 9, 1942. 

US' People's Institute of Ap- 

: ' -* - tp * c m be r of South- 

■ n r Jprvi- 
ary 1, 1948. 

(16) People’s Institute of Ap- 

plied Religion — member of South- 
er*; Committee — letterhead, April 
16, 1953. 

(17/ Pilot (Communist-eon troll- 
ed weekly, of National Maritime 
Union) — writer for — Pilot, May 
11, 1945, page 17. 

ith -cut hem Conference for 
* *■-*'•■ * W eKare — signer of mani- 
festo — Southern Patriot, June 1947, 
prges 4-5, 

JOHN B, THOMPSON 

(1) American Committee for 
Pinter of Foreign Bom — sign 



er of open letter for — Daily Work 
er f March 31, 1955, page 8, 

(2) American Continental Con- 
gress for World Peace — sponsor— 
Daily Worker, July 29, 1949, page 
5. 

(3) American Crusade to Enf 
Lynching — signer of call to pilgri- 
mage to Washington, D. C. — call 
September 23, 1946. 

(4) American Peace Mobiliza- 
tion — chairman — Daily W orker, 
September 3, 1940, page 4. 

(5) Appeal to Guard Civil 
Rights — signer — Daily Worker, 
August 28, 1950, page 3. 

(6) Bill of Rights Conference — 
sponsor — program and call, July 
16, 1949. 

(7) Chicago Ad Hoc Committee 
1 of Welcome for the Dean of Can- 
terbury — member — folder, No- 
vember 1948, 

(8) Chicago Committee to De- 
feat the Mundt Bill — signer of 
statement — Daily Worker, Septem- 
ber 15, 1950, page 9. 

(9) Chicago Committee to Secure 
Justice in the Rosenberg Case — 
signer of open letter — Daily Work- 
er, December 25, 1352, page 8. 

(10) Citizens Emergency Con- 
ference for Interracial Unity — del- 
egate — booklet, September 26, 
1943. 

(11) Committee to Defend Amer- 
ica by Keeping Out of War — chair- 
man — letterhead, August 10, 1940. 

(12) Committee for Equal Jus- 
tice for Mrs. Recy Taylor, an aux- 
iliary of International Labor De- 
fense — sponsor — booklet, August 
1945. 

(13) Committee for Peaceful 
Alternatives — vice-chairman — 
letterhead, March 30, 1950. 

(14) Continuations Committee of 
the Conference on Peaceful Alter- 
natives to the Atlantic Pact — initi- 
ator — Daily Worker, August 22, 
1949, page 3. 

(15) Committee to Secure Jus- 
tice in the Rosenberg Case — signer 
of open letter — Hyde Park Herald, 
1962. 

(16) Dinner for Pearl Hart — 
sponsor — Daily Worker, April 6, 
I960, page 4. 

(17) Emergency Peace Mobiliza- 
tion — sponsor— call and program, 
August 81 -September 2, 1940. 

(18) Interfaith Committee for 
Peace Action — sponsor — leaflet, 
October 7, 1961. 

(19) League of Young Southern- 
ers — sponsor — letterhead, August 
13, 1940. 



9, 1962. 

(36) tyire to President Truman 
to Veto the McCarran Bill — initia- 
tor — Worker, September 37 f 1950, 
page 8. 

AUBREY WILLIAMS 

(1) American Committe* for 
Protection of Foreign Bom— spon- 
sor of conference — program and 
call, October 25-27, 1949. 

(2) American Crusade to End 
Lynching — signer of call io pil- 
grimage to Washington — call, Sep- 
tember 23, 1946. 

(3) American Youth Congress — 
speaker at 2 or 3 of the’r annual 
meetings — Williams’ testimony be- 
fore Senate Internal Seiiruy Sub- 
committee, March 19, 1934, p. 109 

(4) Appeal to Guard Civil Rights 
— signer — Daily Worker, August 
28, 1950, page 3. 

(6) Association of Internes and 
Medical Students — speaker at an- 
nual convention — Official program, 
December 27-30, 1950. 

(6) Brief Amici C t'zz for the 
Communist Party — signer — U. S. 
Supreme Court, October 1955. 

(7) Civil Rights C:t\~t«zi — 
speaker at rally, September 11, 
1947 — Williams’ testimony before 
Senate Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee, March 19, 1954, page 107. 

(8) Committee to End Sedition 
Laws — signer of statement — press 
release, November 19, 1955. 

(9) Committee for Peaceful Al- 
ternatives to the Atlantic Pact — 
member of executive board — letter- 
head, September 16, 1950. 

(10) Commonwealth College — 
served on committee and contribu- 
ted to — Massachusetts investiga- 
tion of Communists, 1938, 

(11) Continuations Committee of 
the Conference on Peaceful Alter- 
natives to the Atlantic Pact — 
signer of open letter to Congress 
— letter, August 21, 1949; Daily 
Worker, August 22, 1949, page 3. 

(12) Daily Worker — petitions U. 

S. Senate— Daily Worker, Janu- 
ary 26, 1946, page 9. j 

(13) W. E. B. DuBois Testimon- 
ial Sponsoring Committee — spon- 
sor-program, February 23, 1961. 

(34) Highlander Folk School — 
member of board or in some way 
affiliated with from about 1944 to 
1954 — Williams’ testimony before 
Senate Internal Security Subcom- 
mittee. March 19. 1964. p. 103. 

(16) Mainstream — sponsor New 
Masses, October 28, 1947, page 2. 

(16) Mid-Century Conference for 
Peace — sponsor— call. May 29-30, 
1950. 



cational Fund— president and men 
her board of directors — letterhead 
July 1954. 

(83) Southern Conference Ed. 
cational Fund — president an 
member of board of directors — U* 
head, April 1955. 

(34) Southern Conference Ed:, 
cational Fund — aigner of petit to 
to Senator Henninga-~-petition, K< 
vember 7, 1965. 

(86) Southern Conference Ed. 
cational Fund — president — Sout I 
Patriot, December 1966, page 4. 

(36) Southern Conference f< 
Human Welfare — speaker at cor 
ference — program, November 2 
23, 1938. 

(37) Southern Conference fc 
Human Welfare — speaker at co? 
ference — program and call, Apr 
14-16, 1940. 

(88) Southern Conference ft 
Human Welfare — signer of pet 
tion to U. S. Senate — Daily Worl 
er, January 28, 1946, page 11. 

(39) Southern Conference i 
Human Welfare — chairman - 
nominating committee, 1946 — W 
Hams’ testimony before Senate 1 
temal Security Subcommit t 
March 19, 1954, page 103. 

(40) Southern Conference f 
Human Welfare — signer of mar 
festo — Southern Patriot, Ju 
1947, pages 4-6. 

(41) Southern Conference f 
Human Welfare — member of boa 
of repreventative* — letterhe: 

July 25, 1947. 

(42) Washington Committee / 
Democratic Action — member 
membership list, 1939. 

(43) Workers Alliance — p: 
tribute to — Appendix IX, p; 
1749. 

JAMES A. DOMBROWSK1 

(1) American Committee 1 
Indonesian Independence — sir' 
of letter — Indonesian Review, It- 

(2) American Committee 
Protection of Foreign Bom — si: 
er of birthday greeting to Sab 
— Lamp, May 1946, page 3. 

(3) American Committee 
Protection of Foreign Horn — sp 
•or of 16th anniversary natio 
conference — program, Decenv 
11-12, 1948. 

(4) American Continental C 
gress for Peace, Mexico C it : 
United States sponsor — leaf 
September 6-10, 1949. 

(6) American Peace Crusad 
signer of call to peace pilgrim 
to Washington, D. C. — leaf 
March 1, 1951. 

(6) American Peace Crusad 
sponsor— letterhead, May 26, 1 

(7) American Peace Crusad 



(20) Methodist Federation for 
Social Action — speaker — Soda! 



(17) Mother Bloor Celebration 
l Committee — sponsor — booklet 




M HtUTON, ( 2 nd L) President of United Packing House Work* 
f America-CIO, is pictured here with Abner W. Berry of the 
>nal Central Committee of the Communist Porty. 

Helstein is representative of o small group of Lobor extremists 
serve the Communist Party by affiliation with the Communist 
rofus ond by the utilization of their own organization to 



further aims of the Communist Party. 

Abner Berry is a member of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Porty and is a columnist for the Daily Worker. Berry 
is one of the fop ranking Negro Communists in America. His 'pres - 
ence of o meeting such as this seminar insures the Communist Porty 
agoinst deviations from the Party principles. 1 



zf appeal — Daily Worker, 
pitfce 4. 

ones* for Amnesty for the 
Abaci s» oi ihe Communist 
wiiCtei Lilt Smith 
mer — Daily W r orker, De- 
10, JOE.?. page 4 . 

- h Open Letter — 
ieUer, September 19, 1955, 
iriff Arrnri Curiae for the 
Party — signer — U. Sj. 
Court, October 1955. 
Committee for Equal Jus* 
Kr * ^ "> T k \ ot , an aux* 

* ' -c;.al Labor De- 
jjnsrr — booklet, August 

Committee for Medical 
— signer of statement op* 
lestioning of profesisonal 
i > r> - A merican Activities 



(34) Southern Conference Edu* 
cational Fund — director — letter* 
head. July 1954. 

1 (35) Southern Conference Edu- 

cational Fund — director — letter* 
head, April 1955. 

(36) Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund — coordinator of 
Southwestern Regional Conference 
on Integration — folder. May 17,1 
1955, 

(37) Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund — director — South- 
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rated on March 1955) is no less a 
Communist project than its prede- 
cessor, Camp Unity," 

WORLD YOUTH CONGRESS 
Cited as a Communist confer* 
ence held in the summer of 1938 
at Vassar College. 

DAILY WORKER 
‘The chief journalistic mouth- 
piece of the Communist Party . , . 
founded in response to direct in- 
structions from the Communist In- 
ternational in Moscow. . . „ The 
first issue of the Daily Worker ap- 
peared on January 18, 1924. # . . 
No other paper or ^publication of 
any kind in all American history 
has ever been loaded with such a 
volume of subversive, seditious. 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE 
ARTS, SCIENCES-* AND 
PROFESSIONS 

Cited as a Communist front 
which is “used to appeal to special 
occupational groups , . . " 

VETERANS AGAINST DISCRI- 
MINATIONS OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
CONGRESS OF NEW YORK 
Cited as a subversive affiliate 
of the subversive Civil Rights 
Congress. 

MASSES AND MAINSTREAM 
Cited as the successor to New 
Masses, “a Communist magazine.” 

NEW MASSES 

“Nationally circulated weekly 



) Conference on Constitu- 

Liberties in America — 
;r — program, June 7-9, 1940. 
f Continuations Committee of 
mference on Peaceful Alter- 
s to the Atlantic Pact— sign- 
open letter to Congress — let- 
ugust 21, 1949. 

International Workers Or- 
lefender of — Fraternal Out- 
Vovember 3948, page 6. 
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Colleges — member of finance cam- 
paign committee — letterhead, Feb- 
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Communist Party — signer — Daily 
Worker, March 5, 1941, page 2. 

(44) Win -the- Peace Conference 
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(46) World Peace Appeal — sign- 
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been devised making special ap- 
peals in behalf* of civil liberties 
and reaching out far beyond the 
confines of the Communist Party 
itself. Among these organizations 
are the . . . Emergency Civii Lib- 
erties Committee. When the Com- 
munist Party itself is under fire 
these fronts offer a bulwark of 
protection.” 



“Political Affairs, formerly 
known as The Communist, 'a maga- 
zine of the theory and practice of 
Marxiim-Leninismpublisbed month- 
ly by the Communist Party of th« 
United States of America, 9 now 
calls itself ‘a magazine devoted to 
the theory and practice of Marx- 
ism-Leninism.' Its chief editor is 
Eugene Dennis, executive secretary 
of the party.” 



International Workers Or- 
lefenoer of — Daily Worker, 
18, 1951, page 8. 

Methodist Federation for 
Action — nominated member- 
;e by national membership 
g, December 27-29, 1947 — 
allot, page 2. 

Methodist Federation for 
Action — nominee — official 
September 2, 1953. 
Methodist Federation for 
Service — nominated for na- 
committee — 1945 ballot, p. 4. 
National Citizens Political 
Committee — member— of - 
t, August 28, 1944. 

National Committee to Re- 
ke MeCarran Act — signer of 
ettcr to members of Con- 
-letter. January 39, 1951. 
National Committee to Re* 
le MeCarran Act — signer of 
to Senator Hennings 
3 November 14, 1955. 
National Committee to Win 
ty for the Smith Act Vic* 
sponsor — letterhead, May 
M * 

National Conference to De- 
ht* Bill of Rights — sponsor 
pt, December 2-3, 1950. 
National Federation for 
utional Liberties — signer of 
ent opposing renewal of the 
Committee — pamphlet, Janu- 
13. 

National Negro Congress — 
r— 30th convention program, 
>, 1946. 

People's Institute of Ap- 
Rcligion — sponsor — letler- 
fcpni 9, 1942. 
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Religion — member of South- 
oramittee— letterhead, Janu- 
1948 

People’s Institute of Ap- 
Rehgion — member of South* 
ommittee — letterhead, April 
53. 

Southern Conference Edu- 
Fund— endorser of derlar* 
-folder, November 20, 1948. 

Southern Conference Edu- 
a! Fund — director — program 
JTerence, April 8, 1950. 
i Southern Conference Edu- 
al Fund — director — letter 
Ja&uazy 1951. 



HIGHLANDER EXECUUTIVES 
(Continued from page 1) 

DR. LEWIS JONES, Rural Life 
Council, Tuskeegee Institute, 

Alabama. 

MAY JUSTUS, Tracy City, Tenn. 

DR. GEORGE MITCHELL. Execu- 
tive Director, Southern Re- 
gional Council, Atlanta, Ga. 

RFV. EUGENE SMATHERS, Cal- 
vary Presbyterian Church, Big 
Lkk, Tenn. 

DR. P. A. STEPHENS, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. 

JORDON STOKES. Ill, Attorney 
at Law, Nashville, Tenn. 

LUCILLE THORNBROUGH, As- 
sociate Editor, East Tennes- 
see Labor News, Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

TOM W'HITE, Sec., Tennessee 
State Legislative Board, Broth- 
erhood of Railroad Trainmen, 
Lexington, Tenn. 

AUBREY WILLIAMS. Publisher, 
Southern Firm and Home, 
Montgomery, Ala. 

CHARLES WILSON, Tennessee 
Representative, International 
Union of Mine, Mill and Smelt- 
er W’orkers, Columbia, Tenn. 

MRS. GEORGE WOLFE, Takoma 
Park, Maryland. 



CITATIONS 
(Continued from page 1) 

gro worker, it has been a deterrent 
to him,” 

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOR 
HUMAN WELFARE 
Cited as a Communist-front or- 
ganization “which seeks to attract 
southern liberals on the basis of 
its seeming interest in the prob- 
lems of the South” although its 
“professed interest in southern 
welfare is simply an expedient for 
larger aims serving the Soviet Un- 
ion and its subservient Communist 
Party in the United States ” . 

WINGDALE LODGE 
“The Committee is convinced 
that Wingdale Lodge (incorpo- 



ABRAHAM LINCOLN SCHOOL 
“Schools under patriotic and be- 
nevolent titles indoctrinate Com- 
munists and outsiders in the the- 
ory and practice of communism, 
train organizers ana operatives, 
recruit new party members and 
sympathizers * * * A school of 
this type has been the Abraham 
Lincoln School, Chicago • • • ” 

AMERICAN PEACE 
MOBILIZATION 
Cited as “one of the most sediti- 
ous organizations which ever op- 
erated in the United States” and 
“instrument of the Communist 
Party line prior to Hitler’s attack 
on Russia.” 

AMERICAN YOUTH FOR 
DEMOCRACY 

Cited as the new name under 
which the Young Communist 
League operates and which alsc 
largely absorbed the American 
Youth Congress. 

COMMITTEE FOR PEACEFUL 

ALTERNATIVES TO THE 
ATLANTIC PACT 
“As part of Soviet psychological 
warfare against the United States, 
Communist fronts seek to paralyze 
America’s will to resist Communist 
aggression by idealizing Russia’s 
aims and methods, discrediting the 
United States, spreading defeat- 
ism and demoralization . . - Spe- 
cializing in this field . . * have 
been such organizations as . . , the 
Committee for Peaceful Alterna- 
tives to the Atlantic Pact ...” 

COUNCIL ON AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS 

Cited as a Communist front 
“formed to provoke racial fric- 
tion.” 

JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF 
SOCIAL SCIENCE 
“Schools under patriotic and be- 
nevolent titles indoctrinate Com- 
munists and outsiders in the the- 
ory and practice of communism, 
train organizers and operatives, re- 
cruit new party members and sym- 
pathisers. . . • School* of these 
type have been . . . Jefferson 
School of Social Science, New 
York* ...” 



NAACP Approval, 
Support, Participation 

Reverend Martin Luther King, 
Rosa Parks, Charles C. GomiUion, 
Reverend David Brooks, Allen Mc- 
Swain, Conrad Browne and others 
who attended this session at High- 
lander Folk School provided major 
leadership in the following inci- 
dents of interracial strife: (1) the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott; (2) the 
Tuskegee Boycott; (3) the Talla- 
hassee Bus Boycott; (4) the Clin- 
ton School Incident; (6) K on on is 
Farms Inter-racial Violence and 
the March on Washington. 

Each of the above-listed persons 
and incidents has received the na- 
tional acclaim and complete sup- 
port of the National Association 
for Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple. In fact, these incidents and the 
operation of these individuals have 
provided a major portion of the 
active program of the NAACP. 

Those who conducted thU Ub«r 
Day session at Highlander Inter- 
spersed their lectures and discus- 
sions with appeals to those present 
to secure new memberships for the 
NAACP and especially urged that 
teachers join and support the 
NAACP. 

The unqualified support by the 
NAACP of the above-named indi- 
viduals and incidents must be view- 
ed in light of the fact that ten of 
the directors including Benjamin 
E. Mays, President, Morehouse 
College, Atlanta, Georgia, have 
amassed the surprising total of 
over 400 instances of Communist 
Front Affiliation; more than half 
the directors have public records 
of Communist Affiliation. The di- 
rectors of the NAACP both pres- 
ent and past have continually dem- 
onstrated an amazing propensity 
for affiliating themselves with 
pro- Communist causes. 

The Honorary Chairman of the 
Directors of the NAACP, W. E. B. 
DuBois has amassed a longer pub- 
lic record of Communist affilia- 
tions than any other person in the 
United States with the staggering 
total of literally hundreds of such 
affiliations. 
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R&ce Strife Xnd Integration In South 
Stirred By NAACP And Communists 
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* By CARL ESTES 

^ New and significant evidence 
• - * hat racial suite being stirred up 

w .. v jn Arkansas <^nd across the South 
- is inspired and promoted by north- 
C!''--'*™ Communists, Communist sym- 
f'Jathisers, and various ‘front" or- 

*,.*.■>- ..*m me aid Of their 

r^jfcouthern counterparts — continues 
^ To come to light. 
m '* Not ail the under-covej meetings 
A ■ ' m Communist organizers and fo- 
■a^Vmenters of race strife are being 
>>:'/ T -£ie!d in the North, for many of 
> : ^bese purty officials and their 

- P* r »V, agents have now moved 

; $rto the South 7*rid are holding 
Uv-— . i.vj uc tics' schools and 
\ ‘ “planning” meetings for new ac- 
tion 

- -.!* auiiuiinved plan 

o? fir NAACP to hold a three- 

»** 1 orrvuw on Nov. 

— uu: .uvu by the Texas 
ns k “plan of 
action** ui*»etinr with “attempts 

- »*■ • ' h t test court cases 

■ o y X2s schools** — 

>orc se <*f •:<■• n- ^ evidence is en- 

The NaACP strife-stirring buz- 

.u -> :-U ..M'-r be permitted 

; u> light here, much less go to 
i ;n:* e: raiding cam- 

• > * na i£n. 

• In addition to information and 

.. facts which l have been able to 

:l 



bring to light in Philadelphia and 
in several other northern and east- 
ern cities, the following article 
from The Shreveport limes of Oct. 
5, written by Raymond McDaniel, 
Times staff member will bring 
new light to the subject as it is 
developing :n all its ugliness across 
the South today. 

ATLANTA, Ga., Oct 4 — Organ- 
izers of practically every outbreak 
of racial trouble in the South since , 
1954 today were revealed to have 
attended a Communist training 
school in Tennessee about a month 
ago. Details were disclosed in a 
public hearing today by a secret 
investigator employed bv the state 
of Georgia to infiltrate the school. 

Gov. Marvin Griffin, who pre- 
sided over todays hearing said the 
investigator has brought back “ir- 
refutable facts" of Communist 
Party influence in Southern racial 
strife. 

The investigator, engaged in the 
undercover work up until last night, 
today produced some 40 photo- 
graphs taken secretly at the train- 
ing school and a role of movie film, 
which was not shown The pic- 
tures, introduced into the records, 
showed various figure* involved in 
recent outbreaks of racial trouble 
attending classes jfcnd holding dis- 
cussion at the Tennessee meeting. 



The training school, termed a 
“workshop ou integration’* was 
held at the Highlander Folk School 
near Monteagle, Tenn according 
to testimony given at the hearings 
today. Among those attending, and 
their records as given in testimony 
were; , 

ATTENDANTS LISTED 

1. Rev. Martin Luther King, 
Montgomery, Ala , a leading Negro 
figure in various outbreaks of ra* 
cial trouble during the past two 
years who was describeo as a tool 
of the Communist partv in recent 
hearings in Louisiana 

2. Rosa Parks, Negro, described 
as the person who precipitated the 
Montgomery t>us boycott. 

3. Allen McSwain, Nngro who was 
credited with sparking the Clinton, 
Tenn. public school incident. 

4 Conrad Browne, a leader at 
Koinonia Farms at Americus, Ga. 
Koinonia was described as a social- 
istic interracial community where 
violence and racial strife recently 
erupted. 

5. Charles Gomlllion, Negro, dean 
of students at Tuskegea Institute. 
According to testimony today agi- 
tation by Gomillion wa* a major 
cause of the Tuskeges boycott. 

6. Septima Clark, piesently a di- 
rector at the Tennessee school who 
had a hand in the South Carolina 
NAACP school teachers incident. 



7. David H. Brooks, leader Talla 
bassee bus boycott. 

OTHERS REVEALED 
Also attending was Abner W. 
Berry, a member of the Com- 
munist Party's central commit- 
tee, According to T, B Williams 
Jr. executive secretary of the 
commission holding today’s bear- 
ings. The presence of Berry, a 
negro, insured no deviation from 
the Communist line. 

Many other persons, some with 
40 incidents of Communist front af- 
filiation, were in attendance and 
pictures of these persons taken by 
the investigator were entered in 
the records. 

The investigator was Edwin H. 
Friend, of Atlanta, who testified 
that he was employed to “make 
contact and infiltrate the meeting 
jieing held at the school and report 
back to the Georgia Commission 
on Education. 

The commission on education, 
formed by tile State Legislature in 
1953 is headed by Gov Griffin with 
the lieutenant governor and attor- 
ney general included as members. 
Representatives from several other 
southern states were present for 
the hearing. 

Prior to the meeting Gov. Grif- 
fin said the hearing was called to 
receive the report on growing ra- 
(See RACE, Page 13- A 1 
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(Continued From Page 1) 
cial unrest in the South. Notice 
of the meeting was not made until 
late last night, because, accord- 
ing to Griffin, Friend was still en- 
gaged in the undercover work un- 
til that time. 

WARNS OF ACTIONS 
“This evidence shows that ten- 
sion in the South is being pro- 
duced by forces which are not 
interested In the welfare of ei- 
ther the white people or the 
Negro people,” said the gover- 
nor, 

“It behooves each of us to learn 
more of Communist infiltration and 
the direction of Communist move- 
ments. Only through information 
and knowledge can we combat this 
alien menace to constitutional gov- 
ernment.’' 

Williams spent the major part of 
the hearing identifying persons in 
the pictures and entering the pho- 
tos in the official records. 
Referring to leaders of the rM- 
cial outbreaks, Williams said they 
have receivde ‘‘wide acclaim*' 
from the National Assn, for the 
Advancement of Colored People. ” 
Because of that he termed an 
“amazing propensity on the part 
of the NAACP leaders for affiliat- 
ing themselves with the Commun- 
ist Party”. Williams also entered 
as evidence the records of 10 lead- 
ers of the NAACP. 

REVEALS LEADERS 
They are Channing H, Tobias, 
chairman of the NAACP board; 
William Lloyd Imes, vice presi- 
dent; Oscar Hi mm erst* in II, 
vice president; Algernon D. 
Black, member af the board; 
Huber T. Delany, member of 
the board; Benjamin E. Mays, 
member of tbe board; Ej^anor t 
Roosevelt , member of the^oard; 
Earl B. Dickerson, member of 
the board and W. J. Walls, vice 
president. 

The Tennessee meeting was de- 
scribed as a four-day discussion 
of methods and tactics of precipi- 
tating racial strife and disturbance. 
It was held from Aug. 30 to Sept. 
2 . ' 
“The meeting of such a large 
group of specialists in interracial 
strife under the auspices of a 
Communist training school, and In 
the company of many known Com 
munists is the typical method 
whereby leadership training and 
tactics are furnished to the agita- 
tors, said the committee. 

“This was a general workshop 
and would be the most common 
method of developing a long 
range program. In specific sit- 
uations, leadership would be sent 
into the communities to assist.” 
According to testimony, the 
school was headed by Myles Hor- 
ton, a director of Highlander, and 
the Rev. John B. Thompson, Chap- 
lain at the University of Chicago, 
Williams testified Thompson has a 
record of 36 affiliations with Conw 
munist activities and said both 
Thompson and Horton have long 
been regarded as useful aids to the 
Communist party. 

PICTURES SHOWN 
Pictures Introduced as evident] 
included one showing 
identified by Williams 
Routh, headquarters 
[them S«j 
;h< 
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said that hit but I f gs f ftw l 

sessions, tfcFV Voiding 

children and \ racial 

demonstrations ana incidents was 
advocated on the basts that po- 
lice y are reluctant to shoot wom- 
en and children. 

Another picture was taken of 
Ralph Helstein, president of tfco \ 
United Packing House Workers of 
America -CIO, with Abner W. 
Berry, according to an identifies- * 
tion by Williams. Williams said 
Helstein is a representative of a 
small group of labor extremists 
who serve the Communist party 
by affiliation, and by the utilize- - 
tion of their own organization to 
further the aims of the Communist ’ 
party. Berry, in addition to hold- 
ing his membership on the Com- 
munist Central committee, is a top 
writer for the Daily Worker, offi- 
cial organ of the Communist party. 

Also included In attendance at 
the Communist meeting and identi- 
fied by Williams in pictures intro- 
duced today were: 

Alonso G. Moron, Negro pres- 
ident of Hampton Institute. 

Wilma D. Stokely, a Newport, 
Tenn.. writer. 

Aubrey Williams, Montgomery, 
Ala., president of the Southern 
Conference Education Fund, Inc., 
and publisher of Southern Farm 
and Home Magazine. 

Maurice McCracken, who is af- 
filiated with the Neighborhood 
House in Cincinnati. 

Rev. Maurice McCracken also of 
Neighborhood House. 

Ralph Tefferteller, New York's 
Henry Street settlement. , ( 

Rev, Abernathy, another leadt“ 
in the Montgomery'. Ala., bus inci- 
dent. 

LEADERS NAMED 
The commission said Highland- 
er Folk school was founded In 
1932 by Myles Horton and Don 
West, former district director of 
the Communist party of North 
Carolina. 

Paul Crouch, a former top Com- 
munist party function? — 
ing to the committee, testified be- 
fore the Congress. 



make 



tee on un-American Activities t 
Highlander is “ostensibly an in 
pendent labor school,** but actu; 
is working in close cooper at 
with the Communist party." 

James Dombrowski, who hel 
form the school, also has a h 
record of Communist front act 
ties. . 
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Thank you for your letter dated October 14, 1957, 
with enclosure. Your observations and your Interest in bringing i 
this material to my attention are appreciated. , v 
1 ' * r ■- > ‘ 

While I would like to be of service, I must point out T 
that the FBI Is strictly a fact -gathering agency, that information In 
its files is confidential and available for official use only and that 
it is not within our authority to make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the integrity or character of any organization, publication or 
individual. . . • . 

* ■...£■ jf ■ - /*-■■■■■■ f ■ - *♦►'»*' f -iT -■ ■ ... T - ' . ' * ■ 

l * . ' - 

I know you will understand the reasons for these rules 
and will not infer either that we do or do not have the information you 

desire. V , . <■ ' • :*i> 

Sincerely yours, V 



OCT 2 11957 

COMM-CH 1 _ 



John Edgar Hoover 



Director 






i V NOTE: Correspondent enclosed clipping from unidentified local newspaper 

dealing with racial strife in the South and relates that organizers of 
practically every outbreak of^cial trouble in the South since 1954 were 
revealed to have attended the Highlander Folk School near Monteagle . Tenne sse 
Correspondent questions why such a school is allowed to operate and why 
' • i .v..V;-^';V->%l>I^Mrs. (EleanoTVJloosevelt should serve on a Civil Rights Pafcefc* .... 
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There is attached a newspaper-put out by th^feeorgia 
n Education which concerns thiK'Highlander FolFSch™ 
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Trottsr 

There is attached a newspaper-put out by tbe^eorgia '““j* - - 

Commission on Education which concerns th? ^Highla nder FolOchool ", Holloman 

commuilst training school at Monteaele, Ten neS S ee. The km l ricmltm ' /sT’ 
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;Negro ‘Plotting’ aF 
Monteagle Charged ; 

lrCl ‘ wr " M (State ^ Attorney General Eug ene ■! 

ATLANTA, Oct. S-An “under- Cook had labeled as having 
cover agent*' told the Georgia Communist Affiliations also were ' 
. Education Commission yesterday present, 
that Southern Negro leaders plot- o-ii-m ismii»»] » - 
»«» "racial agitation” «t a Labor ‘ „ 
Day w«ekend meeting in an inter- -.P 1 * of * h *‘„Ph,? t °e r *P h » •‘w** 1 
racial school in Tennessee. King and Williams seated to- . 

\ . , gether at a session of the Mont- 

The education eommitiion. MP u meeiimr A n ^r ( 

^uss«!!sa! 

Georgia Leg- Ncgro man d *ncing with an tin- 
^slature to pian Georgia a fight identified white woman. ( 

against integration and to pub- wj jj iamg report ed oraUy in a 1 
. viewpoint in « atemmt mimeographed 1 

I ^ ,f g !i °^ co " tro ' frSy ' sheet what he said were Friend’a 
Griffin disclosed befoir^eJjnditi** about the purpose and ! 

' commission that he ha<r aejtfaeffitiea af the Monteagle meet- ■ 
^atate photographer Edwtn Fri tmm g His statement aaid: 

. to "infiltrate'’ the Laoor uayl -rh. rJ eiwtk s fswsa ! 



ceuiiK vi such a imrfe u 



S^sSiaihK STwMSK 

“ T7r$ r F ° k ScI -^ jW Mpntelflg. strife under the auspices of the J 

| Communist training school and - 
*Ao People WU1 Know' in the comuany of known Com- . 

The commission was told the-tnunists is a typical method* 

Meeting was held to discuss whereby leadership training and 

* jnethods and tactic* for pr«cipi-j tactics are furnished the agita- • 

; Nting raciaJ strife and disturb- tors. M 

wce8 " Williams aaid the Monteagle 

* Griffin said he called the com- meeting was attended by Negro 1 
Mission into session 4 *so that the leaders of the bus boycott at 

,P*ople of Georgia wiU know, Tallahassee. Fla., and of the al- 
i«*wne some of the South's racial "merchant boycott** at 

I trouble originates and to Jeam Tuskege*, Ala. 
facts that are irrefutable.** Alabama Officials Pretest 
■ Friend testified briefly, iden- Aluhama 

J ^^***" 1 *•» • ttend * d *£?SS 

dun^T ^.ft^ miwion meetin Z disclosed he also 

m Jto* »T»IhUn^/L^' h * d * Uend « J the Monteagle 

siS l d m ^ tin e “incognito" but thit waa 

SS^^^^ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN 

tec. I»#rt “W^ti’vPWmber Several m^vtuatlve, of Ala-fUpDrfM 10 I [MPI AW.FIFD 
commission, then gave an oral ^nsi Arty. Gen Jortn Pattuaenp UnUfSl [O U ilwUnOO ) \ ILL? 

report about Friend’s visit aodla^ were present at *w oom-^ATF Wd RY/'SPJC/TTl 

<fistributed a four-page mimeo-i mission meetup tJH 1 C, 6 ^ DT OrOUL 

arsnhM report of newspaper size Other commission members 
oomaiiung further, report^ (ofesent included U, Gov. Ernest 
Williams aaid myCng aU^andiver, OooA Chairman Rob- 
Monteagle waa attend^ by ttrfert O. Arnett <rf the Georgia 
Rcm. ^ l^t«s and Roy V. 

Negro bus noy ajtt le Harris, a member of die board 

M^tgomerW^AIa . and Aubrey of reyenu. f * *'*' T — 

^ PA official TRfSSg WttUama tott ism tt» NAACP I w*. j ^ M 

*4miniatrmtkn. Tim • «**■£(* I S^OXTlll* l«W, 
VWUnu «rfd the eemmltOea Itoeir wHk •wfem.a unlit I S*ntln*l 

rat a nunwar * ptnou whom cauac." I 
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^ !•»!#» o/ Mufti** fotla to T*fl* ct i 

do rogatory information regarding L 
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** J* *oted that by lotUr dated 9-4-57 captioned 
if*? 1 ? ^ fto*# •/ roonooooo, 9 you mere advtaed 
.njona+.on mOa boon rocofvod indicating that m 
mao becontng a oeator /or teaching otvtl diotbedionce. 

*?*?!“!!*** *• *• «2«ri /or <Ver*atto» Indicating 
tftat *??/££? * •**«*£* l» #ocA cc*l»|t|« g . X» enter ~ 

I *° y * # ** r# eo *Pl*My rooolvod mt 
til Elll*~ fil Z** ?•« * r * *»**w»ctod *• immediately adotoo 

information indicating that the MIS has tn fact boon *:-'V-A 

f 8 . ai1 ^ *?*ftfltf«o of thto typo • Tour roolv ohould 
*v. mo wcjuao yokr recommendation along with apectf tc~ to a oo no 

4' r *« r ««.«#*! ««<« «, t. irtf».toj;T 

token !>y the bureau regarding this tnotttuttom. 
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indiufdfa?! ll* 01 ?«l dlV * u PP° r ** d Primarily by donations * 
t£r +h?ll,2 l S 2 d 10 L bor union e in the f° r * of payments 

m! «. 5 d ? 00t i 0 ?: Jt fta « had Co*muntst fart,, ( 

ft its staff land has followed practice of welcoming vA 

students* It has, never offered courses of\^ > ^ m ^ 
communism s however, nor 'has t&e» ^ t$V> eA 

fjp^QWer fONrtQENTIAL ^ 
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Aead<j UO ri*raV -that it ~f ■ 6een «• »ubjec 

allegations hat. communism in east resents the 1 

■ \ eVer b **» MBiinttaUd 99 ^ - These -v \ 

A United < •,, eq " \ 

reflected that an n^ess release. JO-d-sr a+\ ‘^-4 ; 

Education Commissi oivf r cover aoent ft i ’ 2 ^ a nta J Georgia, 
"racial agitation" at\t Southing"! d ,^‘ Borgia J 
According to this releaV>r Bay weekend mt ?? era Plotted 
the commission that he hd&overnor Griffin**** 9 at Frs * 
meeting. The commission wltot a phot oar fin*, 0 ' ? eor Pi<* told 
to lliscuss ” methods and tactpld that thi^t 1? at *end this 
strife and disturbances .* Vo r nL*?„? *ff **»ff ^a a 

V ^ ec *pitattng racial 
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R. L. PETERS. JR. 
SENATOR 

• ULLIVAN AND HAWKINS COUNTIES 

1540 Fairidqe Drive 
KINGSPORT. TENNESSEE 







j&zxtvdz (Slfymxibtt 

j&tsti* xxf TEtmusistt 

NASHVILLE 
November 1, 1957 




Honorable J. Edfar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Kr. Hoover: 



I have become increasingly aware and apprehensive of 
Communism working in our country. In this connection, 

I have been informed that perhaps in Greene ville, 
Tennessee, there were several know Communists and 
that at the^-t iighlander Folk Sch ool in Monteagle, Tenn-^ 
esses, there was being carried 'on a CommunistTraining 
1 School. 

( I would appreciate any information available to me in 
regard to communistic activity in Tennessee. 

In case this information is not available to me, I 
would appreciate knowing how I can go about acquiring it. 

Sincerely yours, 

J 

R. L. Peters, Jr. 




RLP/wkb 

cc Honorable Carroll Reece 
Johnson City, Tennessee 
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Honorable R. L. Peters, Jr. 



Sto a^UW. re It* u ^th'^^ndeit on basis 

re'number * *** - *' MM Ration 

re number of Communist Party members as of January 1, 1957 Der IsIr 

FoSc^Schor!? 0 / 1 reP ° rt/ P *f? 29 *i 1116 Bureau 11118 known of the Highlander 
its activmis^fip 5 ^ 8 and ^ a ®J^ Vestigated numerous allegations concer^Hg 

m C0 “ munlst ^ 0 a«* nd » there has been 



no 



• _j . .* . _ — — — w m ^wiv*| uiUX v 1 Ido y 

indication that it teaches courses along the communist line or has ever 

employed any communists on its staff. It is primarily designed to teach 
economics and related subject*. .. ... . v v y - ... leacft 
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Tour letter of November 2, 1057, with enclosures, 
has been received. - <■ , v " - 

.• V -. V \y.r* ,f*\ *■;. : v '*■' 

The Interest and thoughtfulness which prompted your 
writing is sincerely appreciated, and I thank you for bringing this 
material to my attention. . - 1 > ■-:? .:v< 



5^^ 






Sincerely yours, 

■ * V • "* ;■ 

* • 

John Edgar Hoover 

i, . -Director Viz" 

■ f . . . > ^ ' .I'**-' '!? 



v A/ ‘ •'•> ‘ \ - JlroRfe?;*, . 

CIassmeflv^>!(pir\/' 1 tjLi John Edgar Hoover •' *£D 

^ ^ , sector ^ 

NOTE: Correspondent, not identifiable in Bufiles, enclosed a caxfpon 1 
critical of the Supreme Court and an editorial dealing with^eJ^SSTof 
top defense secrets by communists and fellow travelers, a^.well sc§ a 
copy of a 4 page paper circulated by the Georgia Commission on Education 



xjmr p • — ~i 



we are 



of Atlanta, Georgia, distributefi. by , ^Independence Foundation, Inc., 
concerning ^he Highlander F olk fichogi/ ‘Correspondent assumes we are 
aware of tiff g ighlander School ihtnti^ffiliated grpups but inquir/es as to 
U&at ahtipn is being taken. Bufiles ‘r^^t fequeht^^^s^.s concerning 
tf|£ Higpraqder Fck School/ iWmt^ ** - •’ • -^X- 

classes on a seminar basis'supp! 
individuals, from Labor Unidi&'u 



mgyraqaer ra*. ocnooi, monifagie* /temeBsee/ *n institution With 

ises on a seminar basis'supp&rtea^ jprimnHTy by 

vfduals, from Labor Unidi^\^d lo .Some £xtent by the PaHnlrWVn 



individuals, from Labor Unidi^\^d to ^ome £xtent by til® PaHnprW Union. 
This schoolhashad Cdnftpunist Party members on its staff c an3'aST^ 
i^tructorsjand bias followed the practices of welcoming Communist Party 



members as students, Uutj| 
offered courses in communi 



lever 



71 D ®“ ered courses in commumst matters and was never completely coatrolle 
ZLr && the communist element /RLeuiff Thudenz reportedly described this 



school as pro-coi 









ficVf! »WN»r 



uail^qomTZU 



5 Nov 
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hn ^ 11 !!*^" 1 * 801116 V * 0 ? 1 * » t|JI 

bnng dogs into restaurant* and 

. I iJ- B v 0re « s ; in violation of the 
! | public health laws. Now we have 
the case of the little girl who was 
bitten by . dog in a Columbus 
1 U •'jpermarket. This doe was 
brought into the store by an un- 
| identified woman. What must hap- 
I Pen before the Health Depart- 
ment takes action against these 
dog owners? 

handy reminder 

. ® r ? n * : Eac , h time Sputnik 

•fweds by overhead, it should re- 1 

rtin d Ji S i° f th ® 8p [ es * nd traitors! 

l r ;L t n rge w u hln our bound- i 

I r 11 *“ the foul acts offl 

fel1nw C + mm '? er «* tures *"d their/p 

fellow travelers which enabled! 

■*'* 1 *» <«- 
" * CHARTS H. HUTERj '-I 



COSTLY DISEASE 
f r ooklyn: The American Medi- 
cal Association recognizes alco- 
nll* di «e»«e. In New York 
, 2iL th “ d, *“ Ie costs millions of 
«ni* rs ™ k®t man-houn annu- 
li™* r ?> l lons * r ® apent by 
for Thi f *e e D .ep af tment in caring 
t S n£ J?v“ S L of . «*«>holic6. 
C»t P ^ w 01 v’ *Y*pitals of the 
City of New York do not have 

fJJS b^. available for the alco- 

aton need l medication to 

•top druikmg. The only alterna- 
tive is for the alcoholfc To™- 

i' n “* dnnk ‘Pe until overtaken by 
complete physical collapse in 

and Five d »y fi of care 
and medication would put this 

return r u n hia f eet) prepared to 
Rill}^. t0 f h,S Work “ d hU family. 

f or overseas relief; not 
°“ e iH d „?° I r . ow unfortunate!. 

. ‘ ' ANON Jr. , 

jx// 
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^ November 21, 1957 ALL INFORmf*^ 1 r '' , ’ T Mf!E9 

i k HEREIis ti, UliGUiw- i-j ,v 

Dear Friend: DATE 

My came is Septima Clark. The enclosed leaflet tells about the work that I am doing 
to give a new obance to people who are viotims of raoial prejudice in the South. 

About a year ago, after I had been released as a teaoher In the public sohool system 
of South. Carolina, I aooepted an invitation from Myles Horton to Join the staff of 
< Highlander Folk School In the Cumberland Mountains of Tennessee. There was no * 
question about my oompetenoe but my stand on integration was unpopular* 

Highlander is one of the few places in the South where southerners, Negro and White, 

~"' i sr.d study together and work out ways to oombat prejudice and segregation. 

My first year as Director of Workshops at Highlander has been filled with achieve- 
ments. We had the ohildren of Clinton, Tennessee with us for a Christmas holiday in 
December. Leaders in the Montgomery bus boyoott have supplied leadership for some pf 
our Workshops. Thirty children and ten counselors representing thirteen states had 
bappy, vigorous weeks of out-of-door life here at Camp Koinonia-Higblwnder this 
summer. These are times of great opportunity* 

- -- - t — , 

At Highlander we believe that education, if it is real, is related to problems, 

x ’ - to Highlander and go away equipped to cope with the problems in their own 

communities. Highlander has functioned on this principle for a quarter of a oentury 

- ~ -re has never been any question about it until now. Just this year the Internal Jh 

T.r ■■ L.ri.^c Service has withdrawn tax-exempt status from Highlander. We oennot let this 

T ' r~ >:z die. Until the tax exemption question is settled we are in serious diffl- f[/ 

y. Cv o r $47,000 in foundation grants is held up and oannot be touohed by us / 

- hs ..ong as this present ruling stands* 

Rv 1 - aoing what we oan to cut costs during this emergency. The entire staff At ( *y^ 

... 7 1^1 -under is foregoing salaries. We are living and working on a subsistence basis.H^jBj 
Tns local storekeepers have been generous In extending oredit for the essentials, Jj^Kr 
but we oennot impose on them forever* /. I n <-> 1 1 ^ Ay./ 

RECORDED-45 ^ 

*i«lp us in this time of stress we shall be most grateful. Ve afe not \ v 
efVirj.; anything for ourselves. We oan all go out and fii$l4o^V^rl£p7 We 'do not 
— ’ " n - *'■ 7 about making a living. What we are fighting for is to preserve an Jt»M 

4 ^ program that has beoome a resouroe and a rallying'pSlnt for scdFe’s of brave ' J0§ 
»Vo are leading the fight for Justioe and better rftoe relations in these^^^r 
crucial (lays. ^ 1 - h <- - ic S r\ M 

r ! H) * ® Sincerely yoJe, VS^FJk 



Dear Friend: 



r. t- v c .-riLic 






;i, j y * -° : • .? mm 

Ecn't you please make your oheok 
payable to The Highlander Folk r> » iC(l 
\ School and mail it to Mr. fiobervtjK , ’» , ^^\ 
\ P.sui in the enolosed envelope, 



n’cV 






^S^tima FSciark 
^Workshop Direoto; 

Sdoo 
7 he- h-b?o r Ic 









'TVV? 7 

• * •, >7 ' ■ 

; 






November 22, 1MT - 

^ * V^r **v ; vi> . • > .r ^ ^' r^TF.T-r ••;?.* ’- 

" " ' , /. ALL IN'FORMATIC'i CONTAINED 
• HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 
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s^srl ■ 






? x* -.- . -* i A^jt-1 



ba* been received!* eomnEranlcatio11 P°*marked November 15, 1557, 

:. -V'-i ;, A'jv; ; > . 

4 _ - ■ . . , . ^ WvfMt prompting jour contacting this Bureau 

I* appreciated, and I want to thank yen for bringing thia material to 
ourattention. In the event you acquire further data which you believe 

L h< ’ p * r°° **“ «* Oeslbue to LkeU 
waltoU. to representxtires of our office tooted at 1104 Sterlek 
Building, Memphis S, Temenees. . . f§ 



Sincerely your a. 



*■' . a ■ * *-*•**' 



>v 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



cu> ^ “3 

2? ^ 
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1 cc - Memphis ’ ~ s *" * ., • :-* v - 

0 wifrhit S u C \ Correspondent forwarded literature concerning the 

HighiBuder Folk School at Monteagle. Tennessee, wfffiout cover letter 
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• UNITED STATt/i GOVERNMENT 



TO 



MR. TOLSON 



FROM : G. A. 



J 






SUBJECT: 




Tamm _ 

Trotttr 
Clayton 
Tolo. Room 
HoUom<n^ __ 
Go 



»in the Attorney General’s office called, 
stated that the Attorney General had received a letter from 
who was formerl y 

1 and who has some connection with th 

He apparently has been asked by some minister to intercede for fund 
I for thSTlighla nder F olk School at Monteagle, Tfmnesspp_ wanted to know 

1 what kind of an outfit it was. 

I told^HP that while we had never investigated this school 
was highly controversial and that there had been both communists attending the + 
school and communists on the staff but that so far as we knew it had never been ft 'Y 

I communist -dominated. He stated that in view of this he intended to stay out ^ 
of it and was simply going to tell^HHHP that it had never been investigated 
by the Department and that he could make no comment concerning it* 









A- 






cc-Mr, Belmont 
GAN:jmrCD > 
( 3 ) 



RECORDED - 37 
INDEXED - V 







61 DEC 23 1957^ 



ttSsffi*® 

date. 






BY jf> 





MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 

IS - c — 



The Knoxville Office recently received two copies 
of the-iUJigh lander Reports, 25th Annual Report, Oct. 1, 
•56 - Sep};. 30, '57". The envelopes were addressed to 
this office and bore the return address,”Highlander 
Folk School, Monteagle, Tennessee”, one bearing date 
December 19, 1957, and the other bearing date December 
21, 1957. A copy of this pamphlet and envelope is 
being forwarded to the Bureau for its files. 

As the Bureau has previously been advised, MYLES 
HORTON, Director of this school, has in the past sent 
communications to this office. The enclosed pamphlet, 
of course, was not solicited by the Knoxville Office. 
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inaction , and in either cf 1 fie is /ust/y accountable t 

— John Stuart Mill 



em for the injury. 



j «ii« 
1/ 



Thp South" now stonds indicted on such o 

charge as suggested by John Stuart Mill. The conviction, 
in the court of world opinion, will depend upon whether or 
not the pro-segregation, onti-vioience majority has the 
courage to speak out ogainst the reigns of terror that 
shook Little Rock, Arkansas, Nashville ond Clinton, Ten* 
nessee 

The voice of the South hos become in too many 
instances that of irresponsible politicians and their equally 
misguided followers Spurred on by some public office 
holders, a violent srnoll minority is willing to defend seg- 
regation at any price 

The Negro end forward-looking white people working 
for integration (another minority) are unable to cope 
with the violent mob. Violence which has shaken the 
South for the pest year will continue until and unless the 
pro-segregeficn but law-abiding majority clearly under* 
stands and speaks out against violence. 

CJ leoders to make the issue clear 

and to get the majority to speak out for low and order is 
one of the foremost goals of Highlander. 

1957 PROGRAM CULMINATED IN ANNIVERSARY 

The 19 57 program was largely pointed in this direc- 
r-r.n 25th anniversary celebrated during 

the Labor Day week-end. 

Tjii -Despatch editorialized the celebra- 
i vn: "The Highlander school is helping remoke the South. 

• - s ' .'■* quiet, modest way. It has much to 

Jo. May ■ ts second ouorter see the fulfillment of the goals 
/ freedom end just ■;:* *hot guide its modern pioneers." 

Modern o* the anniversory seminar on "The 

Th' * r heard Negro and white leaders 

■ram throughout the South discuss the progress made in 
h*-' strjro 1 -' c.' d problem still confronting democracy 
The Scut n Two hundred persons attended the three-day 
-grom :* ■' • r -.* r c by talks by the Rev. Martin Luther 
*»ng ond Aubrey Williams, both of Montgomery, Aloboma. 

Intensive workshop discussion led by leaders of the 
Migration movement gave the anniversary participants a 
"~ l r ' - . -"ir :..q r jgction problem in the South as 

e l gs o review of Highlander's post twenty-five years of 

* '‘ice. 

Leoo-s i 1 thf <J 'v'!“inn read like a roll Cali of persons 
. mat'll m t> - >nr*?mttnn struggle. Included were Dr. 

-- nurnpTon Institute; Mr. Alan McSwain, 

mtor. Tennessee, Mrs Rosa Porks, Montgomery, Alo- 
i-mc; and Sister D Wurd Nichols, Jacksonville, Florida. 

*/ - "^’n. ipvr., Dean of the Rockefeller /Memorial 

- I z £ Chicago, was the seminor chairman. 

e * Mov*e 

The theme cf *he anniversary celebrotion was perhaps 
st summarized by a new Highlander movie premiered 



during the Labor Day week-end. The movie, showing Negro 
and white people learning and working together ot High- 
lander, concluded with the late Zilphia Horton singing 
"We Will Overcome/' 

The spirit of the celebration was phrased by one of 
the participants: “One has to live, eat, ond folk with both 
Negro ond whites to see how the whole problem boils down 
to the simple problem of how to treat another person like 
o human being; not like o thing or object for one's private 
use or need/' 

There was time for fun and entertainment during the 
Labor Day week-end as Ralph TeffeteUer called square 
dances and as Pete Seeger played the guitor ond led group 
singing. 

Participants at the seminar not only shared their 
knowledge but pledged $2,500 in financial support to the 
school. With Highlander's federal tax status still undeci- 
ded the monies pledged at the program will be o material 
contribution to continuation of Highlonder's program. 

The tax-ruling continues to hold up needed funds from 
foundations which are able to give only to tax-free institu- 
tions, but Highlander's program of education for integra- 
tion gained renewed vigor from its 25th anniversary pro- 
gram. 



FIVE WORKSHOPS ATTRACT 217 LEADERS 




WORKSHOP IN PROGRESS 



While the Labor Day seminar was the climax to the 
school's expanded program, more than 200 participants 
•n the five workshops this yeor illustrated the sense of 
urgency held by Southern whites ond Negro people to keep 
working for integration. More work in North Carolina and 



K I > 
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in Florido and more workshops in 1958/ advocated by 
all leoders offending ( 

January and February workshops hod opproximafely 
fifty participants from North ond South Carolina, Florido 
and Tennessee 

The school focused its attention on the college stu- 
dents during March os thirty-six students from the Univer- 
sity of Ohio, Georgia Tech, Emory, Tuskegee, Fisk, Anti- 
och, Putney Graduate School and Bard attended and 
turned the spotlight on prejudice. 

During April the school opened its doors to informal 
groups of three and six os guests from Philadelphia, New 
York City and Copenhagen, Denmark, enjoyed the cosual 
otmosphere of the school The Executive Council also met 
during the month, rounding out a full program for the 
staff. 

A number of teachers attended the June ond July 
workshops and students from seven Southern states gave 
a thorough airing to the problems of Negroes' registering 

and voting in the South. 

As director of workshops, Mrs Septima P. Clark mode 
extended trips during much of the fall and winter of 1956- 
1957 into the states of North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Florido, Georqia and Tennessee Mrs. Clark has been re- 
cermy norrt^a director of Education at Highlander. (See 
cover). 

As reported briefly in the last annual report, members 
of the Highlander staff worked out a program of guidance 
and assistance to the Negro children of Clinton, Tennessee 
A series of morale-boosting parties ond speciol-subject 
tutoring helped smooth the turmoil in Clinton. The Clinton 
program, continuing this year, was highlighted when Bobby 
Cain become the first Neg^o in the South to groduate 
public high school 

New Books 

During fh 7 ' summer, George Clifton Edwards of Dallas, 
Texcis, dor-a!ed an invaluable life-time collection of books 
primarily or. the South to the Highlander library. 

The Board of Christian Education of the Presbyterian 
Church, U S A , has produced a moving picture, "The Face 
of the South/' which George Mitchell, former chairman of 
the Highlander Executive Council, originated at High- 
lander 

INTEGRATED YOUTH CAMP 




in oddition to the other activities, *Comp Koinonta- 
"I:-r v T ith on interracial staff of eleven adults and 
' v ' .. r -g campers from 12 states explored the mountain 
top during the letter part of June and early July. 




The Community program continued apace with High- 
lander facilities used regularly all year by the 4-H club 
ond the lake used for swimming ond fishing by many of 
our neighbors. 

HIGHLANDER IN THE FIELD 

The leadership training program in the field continued 
to move forward in Johns Island, South Carolina ond 
Sevier County, Tenn. Shortly after the group at Johns 
Island finished remodeling their building a co-operative 
store was established and 37 people enrolled in the night 
school to leorn to read and to write in preparation for 
qualifying to vote. In Sevier County, Tennessee, a series of 
residential week-end schools developed leadership for o 
number of rural communities. 

Myles Horton took time out from the school's busy 
workshop schedule to address the 43rd annual meeting of 
the Notional Conference of Catholic Charities in Konsos 
City, in September. 

Earlier in the year, Mr. Horton represented the Adult 
Education Association of the United States at the Ameri- 
can-European Conference on Residential Adult -Education 
in Bergen, Holland. 

FINANCIAL PICTURE 

In response to letters regarding the loss of tax exemp- 
tion, Highlander has received almost twice as many indi- 
vidual contributions as last year. With this encouragement 
the staff has moved forward with plans for o second 25 
years with renewed energy and with confidence. The 
school is not only gratified with the responses from many 
friends, some of whom have doubled their contributions, 
but is also pleased with the efforts of committees through- 
out the country to raise funds. The New York Committee 
is carrying on a fund-raising campaign by letter-writing 

At the Labor Day celebrotion delegates from every 
Southern state, many poor, some unemployed because of 
the brave stand they have token, voted to moke monthly 
pledges to keep Highlander operating. The friends of 
Highlander in Chicago have responded by o national cam- 
paign for whot is being called the Guarantor* Fund. They 
propose to enlist 200 people who will pledge a minimum 
of $10 o month for the next 12 months. This will provide 
a minimum operating budget, a floor, of $2,000 a month. 
Larger and smaller gifts beyond this will enable High- 
lander to conduct additional workshops and do more ex- 
tension work in the field. 

Contributors will be mailed a Guarantor card supplied 
by Mrs. Emily Woldman, 1329 East 50th St, Chicago 15. 
Funds will be deposited in a Highlander account in o 
Chicago bank ond once eoch month on authorized High- 
lander agent will draw o check remitting to the School the 
amount of pledges collected for that month. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT SUMMARY 

"Highlander Folk School ended the fiscol year 
September 30, 1957 with an operating fund deficit 
of $9,193.86. Receipts for the year were $39,482.95 
and expenses for the year were $71,273 94 (includ- 
ing $6,512 75 provision for depreciation)/' 

(signed) HARRY V, HERRELL 
Certified Public Accountant 

Finonciol statement was prepared by Harry V. 
HerreM, CPA, Knoxville, Tennessee and a detailed 
copy of same will be mailed on request. 



TAX EXEMPTION REVOKED 

in February the Internal Revenue Service without 
warning revoked its previous long-standing ruling that con- 
tributions to Highlander were deductible for income-tax 
purposes on the basis that Highlonder does not qualify os 
an educational organization for tax exempt purposes. The 
M ♦nx-exfmpt status is being protested and 
attorneys teel confident thot after o review of Highlander's 
activities the Internal Revenue Service will restore the tax 
exempt status. 

This action on the part of the federal government has 
encouraged anti-Highlander statements on the part of 
;enre^at>onist Governor Martin Griffin of Georgia, and on 
September 7 Senator Jomes 0 Eastlond of Mississippi, 
<*hu stereo, "I om in thorough agreement" with the 
n f erna! Revenue Service oction making donations to 
* ./k School no longer deductible. 




College Workshop 



ROGRAM SUMMARY 

! --‘r^iong workshops on public ichoof integration; 1 College 
-v • 2 >orne subject; 2 Executive Council meetmgs; 1 Highfoncfer 
>nsu ! tonts meeting, 1 Pre-Christmos party for Clinton pupils; Visitors 
.-r A nttc h and Putney, Philadelphia, New York, Copenhagen, Dm- 



* reports 



mark; Three -doy Seminar — SewH i Tkiakisf August 30- 

Sept ember 2nd, participant* present from 21 states, over 200 feoden; 
Comp Ko i non io4High lander three weeks, June 24-July 12; Adult pro- 
gram for illiterates and young people, Jonuory 8, February 27, 37 
attended, Johns Island, S. C. 

Four residential week-end workshops in Sevier County, Tgnn., 75 
attended eoch workshop; sponsored a tutoring school in Knoxville for 
Clinton Negro pupils; conference with people of Oak Ridge to provide 
help for the Negroes of Clinton inconvenienced by the dynamite 
blastings; worked with Negroes in Columbia, Tennessee, Ortondo, 
Florida and Greensboro, N. C. 

Conferences Attended 

Notional Adult Education association meeting in Atlantic City, 
November 12-15, 1956; Alpha Koppa Alpha convention in Atlanta, 
Go , Dec. 26-31, 1956; South Carolina Sociol Workers Conference, Nov- 
1, 1956; Southern Conference Educationot Fund, Atlonto, Go., Febru- 
ary 2-3, 1957; Southern Mountain Workers Conference, February 21- 
23, 1957; Council on Christion Forth and Humon Relations; Economic 
Resource and Development Committee of Southern Mountain workers 
in Berea, Kentucky, May 3, 1957; Phelps-Sfokes Conference Ot Capo 
basic, Virginia, June 22-23, 1957; American- European Conference on 
Residential Adult Education, Holland, June 30-July 11, 1957; Notional 
Conference of Catholic Chanties in Kansas City, Missouri, Sept. 14-18, 
1957. 

Publicity 

Articles obout Highlonder oppearing in 1956-1957 — Independent 
Cell, February, April; Southern Patriot, September; Caroline Trine*, 
February, April, Macon Doily Times, September; Palmetto Leader, June; 
Atlonto Constitution, September; Chattanooga Times, September; Bir- 
mingham News, September; Nashville Tennessean, September; Nettivflle 
Bonner, August, September, The Pecking House Worker, September; 
New York Times, July; Chattanooga Free Press, September; Adult 
Leadership, June. 

HIGHLANDER'S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Mr*. Helen Bats, Benedict College, Columbio, S. C; 
Mn. Sarah Patton Boyle, Box 3183, University Station, 
Charlottesville, Va Dean B. R. Brazeal, Morehouse Col- 
lege, Atlanta, Ga.; Mr*. Septimo Clark, Highlonder Folk 
School, Monteogle, Tenn.; Mrs. Horry Gershon, 1590 
Harvard Road, N.E., Atlanta 6, Go.; Dr. Charles Gomillion, 
Deon, Tuskegee Institute, Ala.; Mrs. Groce Hamilton, 
Atlanta Urban League, 239 Auburn Ave., N.E., Atlanta, 
Ga.; G. R. Hathaway, Secy-Treos., United Packinghouse 
Workers of America, 608 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5; Mrs. 
John Etto Hayes, 2519 Heimon St., Nashville, Tenn.; Dr. 
John Hope II, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn.; Myles 
Horton, Highlander Folk School, Monteogle, Tenn.; Mr. 
Esau Jenkins, 244 Spring St., Charleston, S. C. 

Dr. Lewis Jones, Rural Life Council, Tuskegee Insti- 
tute, Ala,; Miss May Justus, Route 1, Tracy City, Ten n.; 
Mr. Stewart Meocham, Apt. 1704C, 453 Franklin Roose- 
velt Dr., New York; Mrs. Rosa Parks, Holly Tree Inn, 
Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va ; Rev. Eugene Smothers, 
Calvary Presbyterian Church, Big Lick, Tenn.; Dr. P. A. 
Stephens, 1917 Citico Ave., Chattanooga, Jordon Stokes 
III, Attorney-at-Law, Sudekum Bldg , Noshville; Miss Lu- 
cille Thornburgh, Associate Editor, East Tennessee Labor 
News, 311 Morgan St., Knoxville; Mrs. Arnetta Wallace, 
5120 So. Parkway, Chicago; Mr. Tom White, Sec., Broth- 
erhood of Railroad Trainmen, Lexington, Tenn.; Aubrey 
Williams, Publisher, Southern Form t Home, Montgomery 
1, Ala.; Charles Wilson, Tenn. Rep., Int'l Union of Mine, 
Mill & Smelter Wkrs., P O. Box 51, Columbia, Tenn ; 
Mrs. George Wolfe, 7901 CarroW Ave., Takoma Pork 12, 
Md.; Professor J. E* Pierce, Alabama Stote College, Mont- 
gomery, Ala. 
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PHILADELPHIA (100-3448 Ml information contained 

HEREIN IS, UNCLASSiriiK^: 
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Form e r Special A gent 

advised 

on 12/16/57 that on 12/14/57 he received In the 

mall unsolicited a copy of the following publication: 

"Highlander Folk School." 

The paper, published by thfi^W^rgia CommiasXQXLQn 
Education. 220 Agriculture Building, 19 Hunter Street, 

Atlanta 3, Ga., consists of four pages and lists the Communist 
affiliations of persons in attendance at the labor Day Weekend 
1957 Seminar at Highlander Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn. Pages 
3 and 4 of the paper are devoted to pictures of the mixture of 
the races of persons In attendance at this school. 

The editorial comment mentions that in this issue 
readers have seen pictures of the leaders of every major race 
incident in the South from May 1954 until the time of the labor t 
Day 1957 meeting of the Communist Training School, Highlander 
Folk School, Monteagle, Tenn. It was also mentioned that names 
of the national figures are easily identified with their pictures! 
and it is the intention of the publishers to identify all the 4 
, leaders and participants of this Communist Training School. 
Therefore, it would be appreciated if readers would identify 
any individual they know in the photographs. The editorial is 
signed Goverpgr MARVpLiaftlT'5'IN with Executive Secretary listed 
! as T. T£<^WTTjLIAMS , JET, 220 Agriculture Building, 19 Hunter 
Street, S.W., Atlanta, Ga..._ 




Fprmer SA 



does not intend to reply to the above 



request, fie added he wished to make it a matter of record that 
the paper was unsolicited and he does not know how the publishers 
obtained his name and address. 
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On 12/20/57 * former SA MHHHMBFmade available 
to SA ^■§■■■■■1 a copy of the "Highlaider Folk School” which 
he received unsolicited in the mail. 



Inasmuch as these papers were received by two former 
Special Agents, the possibility exists that former agents are 
being canvassed regarding their knowledge of CP subjects in an 
effort to publicize and identify individuals pictured in above- 
mentioned publication. 

Inasmuch as this publication is apparently receiving 
nation-wide distribution, this copy Is being retained in the 
Philadelphia Office. 

Atlanta is requested to advise if the extent of the 
distribution of this publication is known and if information 
reflecting the receipt of the publication by others in the 
Philadelphia area is desired. 
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Deleted under exemption(s) 
material available for release to you. 
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with no segregable 
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SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 



DATE: 1/21/58 






subject: ^HIGHLAND E&-JQL K SC HOOL 

MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE 
IS-C 



Re Knoxville letter to Cincinnati dated 1/9/58. 
Cincinnati letter to Knoxville dated 1/13/58. 



Cincinnati by referenced letter furnished the following 
information to Knoxville: 

Attached is a mimeographed circular captioned "Official 
Statement of Policy, Highlander Folk School, Honteagle, Tennessee,’ 
and what appears to be a copy of an article allegedly appearing 
in the "New York Times", Sunday, 12/22/57, concerning this school. 
These two items were furnished by mail to the Cincinnati Office 




advised he receive* 

said he believed this was probably circulated to all 
newspapers throughout the United States. 

In the future Cincinnati is requested to furnish information 
directly to the Bureau with a cc for Knoxville. 




S 








V 













F> - -*■ • y * 





*’- ■w , 7 r V V*"* * ^TSJSg^. 

^ V' ;^'^*,p:. - ; : *yj 

fr-*-r:' * * . A"-i; vV'- .?«*. -3 

■ - ....... , 4 ': • . • ' j 

^ ?\ •'.% .: :;-^ ' 

’■"■'• ; T: :a 



tarag 

v * *y ;\ir*',\ 7,. 




■• / 



X; 






i~* ? 



rr?- -V"'; " 
tcx :■> •-;: . 



LEADERS DEFEND 
SC HOOL IN SO UTH 

Condemn Attacks on Adult 
Center— Deny It Seeks 
to Stir Racial Strife 




By JOHN N. POPHAM 

BpfClAl to Tb* New York Timet. 

MONTE AGUE, Tenn., Dec. 21 
—A statement ''strongly con- 
demning*’ attacks on the High- 
lander Folk School as a “Com- 
munist-training school” to stir 
racial strife in the South was 
made public today. 

Myles Horton, director of the 
school, released the statement 
over the signatures of Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Dr. ReLn- 
hold Niebuhr, Protestant theo- 
logian; Msgr. John O’Grady, Na- 
tional Conference of Catholic 
Charities, and Lloyd K. Garri- 
son, former Dean of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin Law School. 

Highlander, situated on a 
Cumberland mountain plateau 
about equidistant from Nash- 
ville and Chattanooga, is a resi- 
dent center for adult education 
“to study and discuss challeng- 
ing social, educational and eco- 
nomic problems confronting in- 
dividuals and communities in 
the South.” 

Dr, King at Meeting 

The school, emphasizing labor 
organizational techniques, was 
funded twenty-five years ago. 
Its sessions are racially non- 
iscriminatory and from time 
o time it has come under at- 
k from protesting groups. 
k ast Labor Day week-end, 
Highlander conducted a twenty- 
fifth anniversary seminar at 
which participants discussed 
“the implications of integration 
for such groups as churches, 
schools and trade unions.” 
Among those attending were 
Dr. Alonzo G. Moron, president 
of Hampton Institute; Charles; 



t/e 
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y\Q. 




Gomillion, dean of students at 
Tuskegee Institute; Rev. David 
H. Brooks of Tallahassee, Fla.; 

Rev, Dr. Martin Luther King. 

Negro clergyman who directed 
the Montgomery (Ala.) bus: signed 
boycott and Dr. John Hop® 2d, 
a professor at Fisk University. 

In October, the Georgia Edu- 
cation Commission, headed by 
Gov. Marvin Griffin, charged 
that the Labor Day seminar had 
constituted a “Communist- train- 
ing school” to promote “meth- 
ods and tactics for precipitat- 
ing racial disturbances.” 

The commission said that it 
had sent an - “agent” to “in- 
filtrate” the seminar. Commis- 
sion officials held that “there j 

1 1 



ing public school segregation 
statutes. 

The commission was also told! 
that a number of persons ac- 
cused by Attorney General Eu 
gene Cook of having Commu- 
nist sympathies and affiliations 
had attended the seminar. 

The statement released by] 
Mr. Horton noted that a four- 
page pamphlet, bearing the im 
print of the Georgia Education 
Commission, was “now being 
distributed” and that it at- 
tacked the Highlander School 
as communistic. The statement 
charged that 250,000 copies of 
the pamphlet were being cir- 
culated. 

Action Is Criticised 

The statement quoted Mr. 
Horton as declaring that “High- 
lander did not and does not 
welcome enrollment of anyone 
with a totalitarian philosophy 
whether from the extreme right 
or the extreme left; nothing but] 
more trouble can come from 
the White Citizens Councils and 
the Communist party’s infiltra- 
tion into groups seeking a demo- 
cratic solution to our problems 
since both are morally bank- 
rupt/ 1 The statement went on 
The attempt of the Georgia 
Governor’s commission to draw 
from the serious and fruitful 
deliberations of this gathering 
sustenance for the efforts of 
the Southern racists to equate 
desegregation with communism 
evokes our strong condemna- 
tion. 

“This kind of Irresponsible 
demagoguery is obviously de- 
to intensify the diffi- 
culties confronting decent 
Southerners who might other- 
wise give leadership in the ad- 
justment necessary for the de- 
segregation which is inevitable.” 

The statement also held that 
it was “morally indefensible” to 
distribute material damaging to 
the reputation of those attend- 
ing the Labor uay seminar. It 
urged that “the vast majority of 
Americans irrespective of geo- 
graphical location join us rather 
than Governor Griffin in sub 



assembled at Highlander were scribing to Highlander’s poli- 
the leaders of every major race cies of equal opportunity.” 

incident in the South” since the 

Supreme Court decision outlaw- 1 
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
Monteagle, Tennessee 



We reaffirm our faith in democracy as a goal that will bring digpity and 
freedom to all; in democracy as an expanding ooncept encompassing human relations 
from the smallest community organization to international structure; and permeatir 
all economic, social and political activities. 

Democracy to us means that membership in the human family entitles all to 
freedom of thought and religion, to equal rights to a livelihood, education and 
health; to equal opportunity to participate in the cultural life of the community 
and to equal access to publio services. 

We hold that democracy is inactive unless workers are given a full voice in 
industry through unions; or fanners are given a voice in the market place through 
cooperatives; or when freedom of thought and discussion is limited; that democracy 
is outlawed by legally entrenched discrimination and segregation; that there must 
be diversity of approach but each step must be in conformity with the goal, which 
is dishonored by each undemocratic act. 



With a democratic goal, we are in a position to fight anything that 
gets in the way, whether it be totalitarian communism, or fascism 
or monopoly dominated capitalism. 

The purpose of the Highlander Folk School is to assist in creating 
leadership for democracy. Our services are available to labor, 
farm, community, religious, and civic organizations working toward 
a democratic goal. 



The nature of a specific educational program will be determined by the needs 
of the students • 




Use of the services of the School by individual organizations will be in 
accordance with their own policies so long as these policies do not conflict with 
the purposes of the School. A staff member will assist in planning and coordinate 
all programs. 

The policies and programs of the School are wholly determined by an Executive 
Council composed of the staff and recognized Southern leaders. 

Highlander Folk School is supported by contributions from individuals, 
ui b ti.uid'i;ions served by the School, foundations and tuition. 

The times call for an affirmative program, based on a positive 
goal. An army of democracy deeply rooted in the lives, struggles 
and traditions of the American people must be created. By 
broadening the scope of democracy to include everyone, and 
deepening the c one ejH^o^nci uaqj^TffiFy rfelat ions hip , the 
of democracy would lfer^^vast " ai^ r ^'o determined that nothing 
lemocratio could |taiid in - its 'pariu / / / 
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-urn upw *i **« pjh* am 

torn W. L Davta, Taaewell, fit 
irtat# aommitua, will provide 

Short represent* the Seventh 
District In MiieourL Ha wu for- 
jr^rly a ccllef* profetior and Bap- 
tit* RJn f zt*r Ff la * ranking m«n- 
ber of the Military Affaire Cam- 
tnittaa of the Houee, and wai a 
candidal# for tha Republican rie*- 
©residential nomination. Slnoe Jan 
1 , ha baa spoken for tha party in 
IS atatea. 

Prominent Republican a mentioned 
for tha gubernatorial nomination 
era Ralph Taddar, of Roekwood, 
k sown aa a fluent speaker; C. N. 
yVaaiar, of Cam dan; Bail ay Wilih, 
of Mcmphij, and John C. Goini 
of Chattanooga, Frazier haa bean 
man tJ on ad for aithar tha senatorial 
ro gubernatorial nomination, aa hava 
Taddar and Ray Jenklna, of Knox- 
ville 

HOOFER FOE KEUE6I 

Tha KnoxviUa Journal jreeterday 
q\:pird former Gov. Ban Hooper, of 
Newport, aa aaying that Mr. Kruesi 
should ba draflrd for tha Senate, 
end that Dr. G. V. Dyer, of Nash 
villa, Vanderbilt University pro 
feasor, would be a fonnidabla can- 
didate for governor. 

Hooper was 

quoted, “name Paul Krueai or 
some other man equal to him for 
United State* senator, and you will 
aa« a real race in Tennessee in 

November.** 

Attempts may again ba made to 
draft Eli. Krutral at KnoxviUa, but 
Jt It b*':?v?d ha will daclina to 
davr.L* his LVeresU to tha Willkit 
■w.4> *. . ~ did in Nashville 

about a -week a*o. A KrueiL draft 
•wraroett aUrUd in Nash villa, but 
tw. h* dviired 

te datcie it* affrtne to Willkla. 

^ Urn th* ytaiUaa port 

k w '* *rf Mol 

r " ^ -** «*» ^ ^ bw pm- 

fewily for this position, 

Ctnf*\™^ Devi* announced aav- 
* T ^ d j.** s > had named How- 
*** ** * Hunt* villa, at- 

Ir^rr * :»./.! of th* Nineteenth 
for tha Repub- 
hcan Uc«et in lha coming cam- 
pa gn. va* tha party’s Horn- 

in the 3938 cara- 
t He haa taken a leading 
Republican affairs 
io? tha past several yean. 

Public Invited Todoy 

By NJ?r; rr $coL't CampJ 

Wjrhty-*i**)t nor 8-outs and Je»d- 
er» »rt aurnibied at Camp Davi* 

. ' ~' r ” ‘ 4 * <v " 1 • encampment 

* nvtr * ^ >s trouts from 

Pittsburg and 

> ‘lha Ar- iU art divided into 10 
patrol sleeping under 10 separate 
, ^ A pttro; *'*dcr Is in charge 
m V‘ : ' Patrol moves as 

a unit. ori nocom are given to 
fjt i;r: t aor tvements. 

Vh* U invited to attend 

*■** csrr.p program Sunday evening 
at a o dtKK. \ 

Th^ orr \ will start Wednes- 

Au^ 14 Slcoiats desiring to at- 
• ' s;er at 

r rt " - - ,P * ' : c f hi 

n ck; 

*o* Wn:t*. mtniabjre airplane 

tK * * 1 camp herel 

twrt weet for olcCar aeouti. please 
a** 'uu- as 5ooc as possibly 



^ .f FolkSttooVPataf. City 



* presen o« of a" man samtd Ooefhtj action and feoords load us to believe 



at the Highlander Folk School, from 
New York City, paid by ft check 
from the New York City fcwftwrer, 

created something of a stir about 1h« 
niberar institution near Mont- 
eagle, according to information 

reaching The Newe-Free Press last 

night 

Tbs facimila of the check with 
which Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt wife 
of the President, paid for ft scholar- 
ship to be given by the school, was 
brought In by the same informant 
a rtlieble citizen of Tracy City. 

Last Sunday’s Newa-Frea I 
presented an exclusive story of the 
disowning of Folk School support 
by Representative Estes Kefauver. 
The letter from a Tracy City citizen 
which brought th# answer from the 
congressman read as follows: 

July 90s 1M0. 
Hon. Estes Kefauver, Member of 

Congress. 

Washington, V. C 
Dear Mr. Kefauvqr 

I hava noticed with considerable 
concern the fact that you seem to 
bav# received considerable support 
either solicited or unsolicited, from 
the Highlander Folk School et 
Montesgle, Ten n. We, locally, feel 
that this organisation is dennitely 
of the fifth column type, and their 



that thay«arft doeely allied with the 
Coirmumkt organisation. V'4 

While I understand that you most 
be sympathetic to the people a a a 
whole, I feel that you, as a States- 
man, are wholly hi favor of our 
American dwsomtie form of gov- 
ernment end having been la eloee 
contact with this Highlander Folk 
School slnoe lte organisation, I defi- 
nitely know that they are not 
friendly to our form of government 
This matter Is brought to your 
attention through friendship for 
you and my loyalty to our form of 
government, and trust that on your 
next visit to our locality you will 
make a special point of doing some 
personal investigation of this outfit; 
before you become definitely allied 
with them, or in lending your in- 
fluence towards furthering their 
moment 

May I take this opportunity of 
thanking you for your Interest In 
securing the replacement of taxes 
which were seemingly lost through 
the TV A. 



Some toll bridge attendants now 
use paper begs to. pr e v ent a shock 
of static electricity. Motorist# are 
ask to drop their toll payment into 
the bag, the paper serving as insula 
tlon against tha shock. 



HAREASUNDi 

No Relief From Toe 
Weather Expect*^ 
High of 85 Looms 

Only a few dtoetn 
weatherman — making j 
that there will be rough nk j 
chase away the beat wave 
nearly a month eld). 

The official forec as t arts 
partly cloudy weather with a ' 
local showers today. There arm] 
little change in temperature, 
an expected high of as depeeiJ 
thereabouts this afternoon.. 

August continues to be 
hot with etch dey so far j 
well above normal. High 
through Saturday was 
Aug. 1; when the mercury 
to 96 degrees. So far, six out cf 1 
10 dayi had temperatures in 
nineties. Low for the month 
6S degrees, recorded on the : 
Only one day has had a a 
able amount of rain through J 
day neon, with a total of LOS \ 
recorded Aug. 7. 
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Red Cross Shows How NOT to Attempt Rescue of 






' 4 ,, . t -f.j c, . 





^uthdl^^lTkl 7 ’ Tbi V- * of ■ tragic aceno that took ] 

of life uviL sl^n ..' beeauso lui friends wore powerless to aid him. They k» 
a m e *? V3a *‘ Seven persons have drowned in the lake since ft «ra. Mhersu 

Any awimmer of ordinary talent may loam lifesaving mathoda. Th, wLi r’rouM* 1 

8,t r diy v*, d .t MiSiJrLS:^ % Mirtf55T j 

Warner Park. Lears to combine lliwarlng with iwimml Z. 
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Head of Highlander In 
ttitution Confers Wo 
Gov. Cooper 



>m the coun^T be- 
-eubvereive teejjb 
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i However, otfictoU o* the pow 
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• re %^toTove 

*i*CLhm. Yeeterdey’e comp rotiv e 

clsewben. conference 

Inactivity ^del. of 

Tueedey night between crfier 
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irundy Official Says 
rCing Letter Absurd, 
Figures Misleading 

Fults Says 'Rotten Propaganda Probably 
Originated' in Highlander Folk 
School, Whence King Comes 

Pre*er.(£ of « number of Highlander Folk School people et 
Lhe Southern CorJerence for Humui Welfare here miktiio^, r „„,. 
ijJTjely the following from Lewia T. Full*, of Alternant, county ^ 
o ;_ ' County. Mr. Fults replies to en article by 'aw, *— m * - 

Dillard King, of Monteagle, tn a re c ent issue of the News- Free | g» J» * 

Press in which King attacked a previous article by Mr. Fulls, |TO c * r * •"* 
defending Grundy County. , .. .. . 

Mr. King pictured Grundy as a land of destitution ana 
desolation and Mr. Fults resents vigorously the criticism of 
-us home section, saying that “probably all this rotten propa- 
ganda originated” in Highlander F olk School, whence cornea 
Mr King. 



twhat about the other 9,650. 2 will 
uk him who mines all the ccaL 
and does the fanning over the coun- 
ty? The Palmer mine alone fur- 
nishes employment for over 400 
men, to my nothing of the mines in 
other parts of the county, and the 
truckmen who haul thousands of 
truck loads of coal to other counties 
leas fortunate than we. 

19.699 PEOPLE — 990 CAM 
Mr. King mentions the deplorable 
I condition of the homes throughout 
the county, and especially along the 
highway between Monteagle and 
Beersheba Springs, but he <■!!* to 
mention the fact that in driving 
over this 26 miles of good highway 
he paw two Grundy County 
banks, both In a sound. thrifty con- 
dition, the assets of one of which 
is over half a mill i on dollars. Me 



richest county in the state, but I 
do my it is hot the poorest We 
have a number of people on re- 
lief, and I am not advocating taking 
a single person off the relief rolls 
as I realize there would be consid- 
erable suffering tf it was not for 
the relief In this county, but every- 
one knows this Is true for moat ev- 
ery other county in the state, and 
every state in the union. 

2 have beard It hinted that if 
I am a candidate again for an of- 
fice In this county I would loot a 
large number of votes as a Molt 
of the stand I have taken In deed- 
ing Grundy County. | am glad to 
live in the land of the free and the 




To T%4 CUfU«oar# *«»fr-Frw hw: 

v , ^ v^# K called tn 

ax? article vrh:ch appeared In a re- 
. . ,* * rr-* tv* vpwn-Tree Pieai, 
vr.to D*Ua:d Xuig of Mont- 
ca*7 c. in a-' r*-er to an article written 
b} l ^yi* - ?•„-* ■■cks ago regard- 

^ ^’Tjndy County. 

Vo Vi.y -’t*. r»ot know Mr, 
King, 7 w^h to a&y he is affiliated 

wv*' if'? U W‘ 
nei: Me-"* eagle 



haven't a yfagl* d eat h from 

typhoid, scarlet fever, or smallpox 
in this county for the past four 
years, while the rate for the state 
was 3J for typhoid and OJ for 
scarlet fever, during 1936 
Mr King should see the health 
parade of the 1.400 grammar school 
children who have passed evrry 
health test of our evident health 
{department and pronounced In per- 
fect health, and given blue ribbons. 



i„->r Folk School 
which has recent- 

*•*«.,_ c..-v« *ii/»Lgation for its 
alleged Communistic activities, and 
frem which probably all this rotten 
propaganda originated 
ft is bad enough when outsiders 
v L* % > v f *=»><er. It comes 

vj oo e of oot own durens trying to 
cbf-.'er 4 .?*? our own county to the 
dp ' wW a* » cesspool of disease, 
** *». h- pk 4 Vi»i oii p it is beyond 

I am 

■i-U >'-r a-b«J me to look over 

uoz- f, . *1 Grundy 

art rj,. v iT.:> *«««" K> doing 




ABSURDITIES EXPOSED 
Mr. King asked the very absurd 
question of why all the coal mined 
in this county is not bought by 
Grundy County people, and why it 
has to be shipped out of the county 
to be sold, tf all the coal mined in 
Grundy County in one year was 
equally distributed, every family In 
the county would get approximately 
seven carloads lover 200 tons) of 
coaL 1 will ask Mr. King what on 
earth any family would want with 
seven carloads of coal? 

Mr. Xing tells ns sawmills of the 
county only furnish a living for 



50 people and wants to know { Now I am 



would like for us to believe, 1 
would like for him to tell us how 
these “starving people** of Grundy 
County paid into the county court 
clerk's office last month over $5,000 
in for number plates for these 
cars and trucks. 

Mr. King refers to the farms of 
this county as rock piles and bluffs. I 
wonder if be has ever b een i n 
Pelham Valley, Paynes, ^Burrows, 
Fults, Hubbards and North cuts 
Coves, on Collins River when 
crops are growing on these "rock 
piles." 

I wander if he knows that tbs 
farm sf Ernest StampfU, sf 
Gmetli, was pronounced the best 
track farm in the state sf Ten- 
nessee by the Department sf Ag- 
riculture. I alas wander If be 
knows that 99,999 pounds of cab- 
bage has been grown an ana 
acre near AJtamont and were add 
far $599 and that $U5 worth af 
strawberries were sold from «®a 
acre of new ground last year, 

I would like for Mr. King to 
out the Palmer Hoad jngf 
and •« the new hr^fn 
along the highway*/ >/>T 
to visit the farm 
Mr. Stoker and * 
they look like rc 




place 

ha would haw 

i*t be pack up him be 
and tak e off for Hua staT 
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^ScTl^wer* served In th* mo i l 
assembly room* which contained a 
r table large enough t* feed the IS 
to 25 itudent* who attend the ttg- 
| ular courses. 

STUDENTS FROM C. I, O. 

These student* repretent C. 1* O- 
! unioni "la the variou* parti of the 
! South, and attend a regular six- 
1 weeks' course At the last session. 
! just ended, IS itudenU were pres- 
• ent. AD of them are expected to 
return to their organization* and 
r . localities to spread the doctrine 
S*, taught at Highlander and to be- 








* 









3 come active ae organizer*. 

Classes, in the most part, are 
held in this large assembly room 
~ as most of the student* are taking 
| the same courses. The expenses 
" of the student averages about $100 
and either he or bis union must 
9 pay. There are a few scholarships 
I available at the school, 
j According to Horton and ©then. 

H the Highlander School was started 
l about 20 years ago as a cooper* 

•j stive project for the SummerTield 
Community In Grundy County, 
l near where It Is located. 

0 m' Dr, Lillian Johnson, a teacher at 
, TVtr' 7 >n»<*isei Btati Taaeh- 
en' College, built tn* school la an 
stlempt to provide the means for 
jjg bettering conditions for the com- 
js£ munity residents. 

SHARES SOLO AT |* 

| 1 was told by A If Kilgore, who 

1 farm* the 40 acres belonging to 
the Highlander School and who 
was a member of Dr. Johnson’s 
*;l tact, that share* In th# project 
were sold to Grundy County resL 
dents at $5 each. 

"Eht had travelled In Europe 
and wanted us to set a cooperative 
here Ilk# they have In Denmark," 
Kilgore said. "Her plan didn't 
work out and in a years, she 

leave u* our money back- However. 
iJr. Johnson stayed on and »jwal 
years later became acquainted with 
Horton." 

Horton told me that he worked 
for more than a year in Grundy 
County before be eonvsived the 
'd*a for Highlander School 
4 1 became friends with as many 
Grundy Coynty residents as I 
could so they wouldn’t become sus- 
picious of me,” he said. 

t* mi on Julv SI. 1W4 that the 
school was officially Incorporated 
under the laws of the stale of 
Tennessee under those provisions 
of the »t*tute* that provide for to- 
* i corporation of "Any literary or 
eclrntlfie undertaking *J o college 
i or university. with power* « wn- 
*1 ier dfcgrcrt, eh academy, 

"1 m^ptv « lyceum, th* estsDllsh' 

4 ment of a uurasj, the support of 
a historical .oclety, the organiza- 
tion end support of * battlefield 
association, the promotion of 
music, pain ting and the fins arts 
the support of boards ot trade or 
chambers ot enmmeree or other 
objects of the like, nature. * 

The charter further read that 
PURPOSES CITED, 

TThe particular purposes xor 
wWdb Ibis charter to .oughtur* 
U* supper, of the Highlander Folk 
&Chtz\ fer the education of adult 
work rt* 'The training of rural and 
• r HndusVrtkl loaders *** genera) aca- 
" , '■ 
Hrrion, Elizabeth Hawes, James 
^Dambi*kakL Buport Hampton — 



Miss Hawes at present l* an or- 
w for ,th* iaatiM workers 
je Carolina*. At the time ot 
the incorporation she was active 
In Tennessee. 

Horton, whose parents before 
him havi studied tot Tsnneasea 
was educated at Cumberland Uni- 
versity at Lebanon. Tenn^ and at 
the University of' Chicago, , He 
also studied In Denmark, from 
which country he said that he had 
devised the present system of co- 
operative farm organization fa- 
vored by Highlander RchooL 
THREATS RECALLED / ' • 

Horton told w* that several 
Umes since the school bad > beeh 
incorporated it had been threat- 
ened because of its so-called "left- 
ist" teachings. 

•We applied to the FKRA for 
money to purchase a cooperative 
farm," he said. “The president of 
the Southern Industrial Council 
reported that we were Communists 
and we were refused th* grant we 
sought" 

He said that on another occasion 
a mountain boy came to him and 
told him be bad boen hired to kill 
him (Horton). The Highlander 
school placed floodlights arouno 
th* building to prevent — 
bush. Horton said. 

On another occasion the school 
leader reported the American le* 
rioo, then In scaalon in Monteeglc 
threatened to march on Th* school 



never did show up." Horton said 
James Dombrowski, another ot 
(he Incorporators, was absent from 



the Incorporators, was absent from mt ,y connection srith the WPAT 
Highlander Rchool during my visit Barger: "No air; ft doss not* 

there. 2 had wanted to meet him, i^ pr ^ E tsUvs Cannon (fr 



iUUij' 



Th# transcript shows that 



gar mad* tbs following aannUdn af 
th* High Ian' 



^ uup: . • ' * 

QUESTION! ROBERT® * * - 

2, O'Connor Roberts, aomnUHot 
counsel, asked:* What, tt ahy- 
U^ng Hr. Barger, did you learn as 
to the subversive activities in Ten- 
nessee in connection with the WPA 
proJactaf*r *'> ** J*» - 

Barger: "In the Bouthem state* 
that appears to be at a minimum. 
About all Ti found to indicate 
subversive activities was the ac- 
tivity mt the Workers Alliance, 
which seemed to be rather alert 
down there In taking part in sit- 
down strikes on WPA projects. In 
the eastern part of the stats In 
Bradley (CoLHarry 8. Berry, state 
WPA administrator, said Barger | 
meant Grundy) County, there was 
some trouble and they were rather 
helped out by an Institution known 
as tbs Highlander Folk School 
which was organised under the 
Tennessee Statutes providing for 
the incorporation of educational 
tnxtUcUona. 

TThe charter recite* a* one ot 
tbs objects of the tasUtaUon the 
trailing of rural and industrial 
lead era They got tbs credit over 
thers for having fomented eil-down 
strikes, but w* did not go into It 
The In corporator* at the High 
lander Folk Rchool were Hyte* 
Horton, ^Elisabeth Ji*ws (Hswes) 
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treaieneo to merer* on «*» i James oomoro«iu ruprn 

“W* mounted guard, but thO' [t on and Chisholm." 

. . . . ji • _ V ** UmMam mm iA I .. b . AAkikirftiAU 



James Dombmwfki. Kupert^Hamp- 



NO WPA CONNECTION 
Roberts: "That does art 



hevt 



svertl 



u J bad board of him on 
I occasion* 

ON FUND CAMPAIGN 
He was In New Tork on 1«*ve 
ot abeenoe, seekii 
for 

IrttCT » jiVlTrork ho*plUl b*e*u*« 

of *«ne trxmbl* vttb *to ' - 

Dombrowiki »« fr»flu*ted troxa 
the Unlcn Tbeoloflcel Semin ery 
with the degree of Bachelor of 
Divinity in 1931 and »»« received 
the Doctor of Philosophy decree 



Cannon (from 
Missouri): "It was orsatsd tmder 
th* laws of Tenp —sts ?" 

Barger: “T« «ir, I mentlonsd 
that simply in connection with Uw 
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g w « » m new *or* vn tnat »impiy » coaucwwu 1 

Lbtenoe, seeking to rsise money q^eriicm whether 'tb«rs wotw »»y I 

the support or the scbooL H* •ubvorsiv* netlvttN*- .7 ^ 4 

n. would b»w 'hav* » dlrsctj 

1 W "" t U.i Va*andd 'ill* Aj." . "1 



CXLllVOtl . __ _ T 

evidence of that. - Bo" tooV* ' 
Bargar: *Tfo sir, aacept what I 
understand." ■ 

In a later Ulk wit# Horton I 
asked him what bis Ideals for bis 
school were. He referred me to a 
book, "The Community School," 






the Doctor of rnnosopay « c * lvv nook, me vorom 

from Columbia University In 1W7. pu biuhed by D. Appleton-Century 

He received the Bachelor of Fbl- Company, In which be had written 



He received the eacncjvr company, m wwc« *** . 7 l. 

losopby degree from Emory Uni- a chapter on Highlander School. 

u. m.ai nrA*ined V — *A- 



veraity to 19S3. Ha »*J ordained 
a minuter at a Canadian confer- 
ence to 1929 but never field * P** 
torate. ■ • ’ 

According to the record*, he era* 
arretted to EUtabethton, T*m.. 
and spent 34 hour* In Jail follow 
tog an addrea* there before a law 



I read. 

"Social theories such as 
rnmt««nlsm * • ' - should b* dis- 
cussed freely. Countries where this 
theory U being tried should ba 
examined in th* light of demo- 
cratic Ideal* 

"Capitalism as we know U In 




to o?T n *• ^ n F 

*«l o. X|» nu ^ J U(U 



Ins so address there wore • "n^apitaiiBTO *s we *uuw • 

and order league. He was released America should . 



at 



on June IS, 



length, aUrting with the local situ- ! 



On December 4. 1MI, he was list- stlonk a study should be mad* 
«d as one of seven persons who of poverty, insecurity, depressions 
were attacked when they aecora- other such points* 

. . v . ViUt unhtfd An twrv. u **ati* Kahlnif 



• 'HI mu 

,DOJ J JfO Mojp , t 

'<fw «lod, pjmnl , 

nasi 

^JJ J*40p| 0 q anoiTi, 



were - — * — ~ - , * i 

i^nled th* Rev. EUot White on an ~Tb« reasons behind the denial j 
expedition to distribute union Ut- of ^ of fro* speech to the 

arature to striking employes ef th* minority groups such as Cojnmua 

. _ 4 JI A. Vaw Tork Ka rfitAllUAd* 



r 



tratur, U> finaing -• — * i oinomy . 

Brooklyn offlc* of &• New York uta abould ba diecuaaed. 



urnid toMppi P 

lo^ d * w 

iMdog Jno 



n 



UkLU •AfgXtfjj 



JtUiaOU ; * _ , I * — 

later obbtin*d a wartant charging j these ideas. 



the company iw n*»w» ^ f — ■' ; — - 

mending th* attack opon Us party [atanea Omndy County. It to poor 
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company foreman with ®om- 1 . -Well," be said, take tor 



witnami uit r - » — - — — — # - ~ - _ m 

TROUPLE OVER POSTERS broken down— a failure. I am | 

Ib 1932, Dombrowski had trouble trying to work nut my philosophy *PI* 
with the United States custom* of- here- I want the school to help 



WlW UM UUitvu HII9- • ’ 

HciaU over «on« posters showing Grundy County. 

activities of th* Soviet Govern- < 

ment such as public health work 
that he had purchased In Moscow 



Reliable furniture repitr mon 
pain tens, plsstirors* #tt., are rsg 
Tt Dombrow*kl » aoF j itorly H.t^d to th. .U.*Kl*d ad*. 
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OJ 1 SCHOOL HEADS 




WA8EDKOTON, Oct U — (Hpl)— 
Th« uom mt thrM wi ti, 

^corporators (f to* Highland*' 
Wk MnI, ittr Xo&tMfU, Tub. 
tan tati brought before the Dlti 
whtta to • mtoor «j, It «u 
•bows Mr today. - 
- Joki >. I'm, pr**U«at of th« 
Metal fr*«ea B* partndnt tof th» 
America* Federation ft Labor, ra 
fwrad to KUtttotli Et«ai and to 
MjW Bvllt. 

■They ton tots active la rad- 
toal work to tto South and a few 
r«n «r» attended a secret eon 
TOfitioa to Horth Caroline. at 
whtoh time ylui wtf t «ud« for 
spreading the revolutionary theories 
throughout the South.** Frey said 
to a prepared statement submitted 
to the Dice committee. 



an to — ‘ tort ttiiik iVl. * V - 



continued, “wa might mention that I 
tbe Hifblander Folk School at 



Monte**]*, Term, era* mined up in 
““ toeret oonvantlon la which 
***•• three took a prominent part’ 
The third person to whom Frey 
rutorred'f'^wu* Alton Lawrence 
Lawrence, however, vm act aa in 
corporator of the 
Earlier, Frey Mid that *th e*f 
thr»« people have been to the pari 
and probably now are, paid organ- 
toer. f 0 f the TttUle Worker* Or- 

rsnluitow ** 



jfr « teen# in tht «ur*ery school operated by the Highlander Folk School at the iummerfleld 

| k rear Monieagle. Use of the Summer-field building to a controversy at present, with the Grundy 

ft Ccunt/ bo#rd oppoiing. The children ere, left to right, Silly Tito, Ethel Dyer, WiJIio M*y Thomee, Shirley 
■ "h"r Elfiy end Carolyn King. Min Cl eud I a Lewis, teacher, la shewn at the comer of the table. 



tJiwl Head Scys Capitalism 
Fails , Urges Communism Study 



■ < - 4V - * . '-1 . 

(Continued From Fa go Ope) ' 'z \ 



sired 1 considered bis proposition ana told him J would 
stay for a while. A \ . . \ . 

called Ml*SS T*» firiinrfnn. wli nitp ifth it to ruin the 



i ^ ift jt prx f i it nn . wnnjtp j nn la vai run iJi r 

va.uee# -*wi y, e school, and ahe assigned me to the 

. a * '* ... i i 



H n K -room off 



re fcLr.a^ i 

— - . 



M VrxMpn Chiabolm "were ^listed ae 
K* t«oor^rAto>* »* tfcl ^ 

hciM acsMto tot prMaaiw 
***** wortero 



author! tie* look the eland they 
might be “asditisus/* 

At the name time as Dora brow- 
•Vi's collection was held up, one 
belonging to Corliss Lamont, rad- 
ical son of Thomee W. Lamont, 
Jr, a J. P. Morgan partner, also 
wee aeixe'd by the offtcialj. Tbe 
Dombroweki collection waa re- 
leased in If days and all but three 
of Lamontfc were later released. 

Harry S- t Barge r^ investigator, 
brought the names oi the in cor- 
pora ton of the Highlander Folk 
gdboal before the house tppnoprtoj 
lions committee investigating the 



iJOSZ ^ -"T «■ 

ZZ V 7 r^r*. whlcfc • th« to corper mum M* - m« Mlw 

l*r|» Ur*. M. . .. IIS T«aa«MM. . . 



lehu U r y-i enovgb to feed the If j 
: ** * *«ta»U Ml «htu to* M. 



The tnucrint *bcn** -that Mnr-TiUnHedf** 
*« m*d« Um IlUaMci auUn «f, 
th* BUtoMw crooP / 

*^“211°"'° * V *0«E*T* 
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Atlanta, 



mere dated in 



Wx&$ The correspondent enclosed a 4wrtJge folder 

j|g^-4 printed by the Georgia Commission on Education, Atlanta, 

Georgia, which related to the LabopJJay, U957, meeting 
held at thenlig h lander F olk Sc hool (IIFSK\.>1 ci nteaele. 
Tennesse e. This folder has been, previously^ made r .X 
avaTTable to the Bureau and to your office. Also 
enclosed by the correspondent were eleven newspaper 
clippings pertaining to the HFS from "Nashville * - .f 
Tennessean," the "Chattanooga News-Free Press" and 
C'^p^K from unidentified newspapers. These were all old . 

clippings and the ones containing dates were dated in 
v.X 1939 and 1940. All articles were of the same general 
? nature in that they were critical of the school and 

alleged it taught communism. Correspondent criticizes 
' the HFS and wants to know what can be done to get the 

%#**§ FBI to investigate and close the school. 

VX-i The HFS is well known to your office. X 

MpA Referenced Knoxville file 61-12., (61-7511) t 

NOTE ON YELLOW:’':' ... • *: * ■ X XX ’ '"XX ' 

. >.A — v *-'■*' » k 

.> 'Jf-. ■ - » 

The HFS is supported primarily by donations from ’ 
individuals and labor unions in the form of payments for 
.X ''-.'./i students attending its courses. It offers courses of 

instruction in labor organization, social economics and the 
-*>.1 XX general fifild of labor education. It has had CP members on 

XyXX its staffland has followed the practice of welcoming communists 

■ as students. It has never offered courses . of instruction 1 

if . X" in communism, however^ nor has the CP ever succeeded in gaining 

A. . * J control of tne schoolTJ^Due to its interracial character, 

fXXM it has been the subject of numerous past allegations that it 

represents the headquarters for communism in eastern Tennessee. 
vThese allegations have never been substantiated. (61-7511-210) 

* .. • ,• . ' .* .. ■ ^ ^ *•. - * . 
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Met With Commurti$ts?f£if 
McCrackin Poesn’tJKnow^ 



, . . .. ...v ^ - 

Thf Rev ||aurlce'McCr*cJdn Mid Mond ajt he *t* 
tended a Tennessee integration meeting but he uid 
he doesn’t know If any Communists were there. 

Peter Outcalw *r*iblicM|- — \ - " • ’J-. 

rand.date ter CbuneilAaya se-jainee he tont • member or any 
knowledaed at- P 01 ^*! 1 P*rty. *» implication | 

(ended the malm at High- the rt element ate would fa- 
Under Folk SchaaL Honttagle. Chide the Communist Parly. . 
Ten mum Mr • MeCrackln hM the La- ( 

Mr Out cal l cited the tod dent ter Day meeting wei aotely tor, 
,«j an argument fee » proposed a danaito of the integration j 
ordinance which would forbid problem. and that for thto rta-t 
’ Communal rynipalhUert from wm CIov Mamin Griffin, of 
unrig publicly supported Georg 1 a. haa opposed the Ten- 
bulldinga. . , > neaaee achooL 

. _ . „ A aged If he la wOlIng to 

-I a (Leaded that aaeetlag.” W# ^T w|tk| Cammaal.U 

aald Mr. MrCraekU. “I d***» g* .hjpetiva at to- 

iuww tf aay Cwmmunhta ad P**^. Mr. Me- 

arm there er oat tf any g^jA, uM he weald w«rh 

«" there, they did net glee ^thffwnniutorU. “I believe 

eat the party ^ to frei i^rUtWa." he aald. J 




low* If My OiWbttBkt* 
HrfTf Uin #r Mi. II BRJ 
irtn t htj M Mt |t»f 

•it Um jmrtf toi* , v ; 

Mr McCr*ckiiv Vrtor «* 




Wr lirTrhrkm Wfor of [ »r. JbicCrtckin withheldi - ; 

w“t civd^TtJ-St. Berenabu portion V *“• ««•* Income j»«v. faAl’WC* MeC*AC*W 
Church. 1111 Dayton street, taxes each year ai a pro taat] ^ **£* W „- 

•a^rkM U he to a Democrat *•!«•* ihe military budget. >• ^ ' 

anawer he to neither.* ' • . Vj _1““ _ V^* i -v r J^T ' ^ ' f 1 



| answer hf It neither. * * _ 

j *Tm a Christian following the "T 
' doctrine of peace and non- I 

vkdence.** he aald. T belong to " 
no political party." ;*’Ot 

lie refused t aay If ha to* ; ... 
Communtot *1 don’t *7 *"4 ^ 
not a Comm uniat" h* 
don't want to ha sn Aha da- 
XexttJvt-** ‘ 

He added, however, that 
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By Dixie Rift, 

B> «1IUm CdlUna *£** I 



1*--. \ **?”* 

• | KVV. !*• 




B> * lUtem CalUna 

,i«v.,wiree KepO'tof . _ 

•„■ , 1Ufl <r . rr-d-u in-er-ram) artx*» ►J"'’*"' 

,. pr#. -rv» in Ciao*a*u harde r ,l ^ ‘l. t .^ ? n ^ 

. L . .?,* hafe torn. 1 Manr^i Jv*t <*»■* - 1 

t*te, «u a rvan*er‘«f » V^Uer 

0 . -cal OTt.K^UJT;* •< ih» Jtuek 

-v«v. M -oneayie. T«w. brfon a ««»4 »t »t ■ 

- - <"n>irr ) Orf^OT. ' V _■ ^ 1 . ^ 

< omm'^ldt r n ^ L^Vr«T.U4 «rk^«, .> H., 

"wV.'Mb.' C«n- wWJ *n<! *•'*/••"• 

i^iiniBt rinV T»r •“! „. uu _ ^ f B u Ikr pir- 

i*,,s m.una3 «kl mr w r 

««»M fc- » »l‘'ac -P r -*7 • •** ’ *•-*■-, 1 ; v ; 

i.j--«iuiie 4 * l;t ( *^T-i«uBta<« ( wKo t*v^»Ur*«! C-'nimoa.*! n »' 

•n„ tp»iifr bf^ar.^ an mi* «ntil «n«r t»» *vr*»h n> b-C“>' 

Kr rt •*»*•> a l>ca] iiuPi»wr, »» -|t k ruy to *•»«• 

p', vj*. ,. ,/v >teCrtc>in, P«* « trim Ilka the ftorro U»",*r 
yf’t.v C.af.r..«?i W«i St 'photographer and a «»pe *t > » 

Tt'rr.otws OuifrU. a 1 * a»<iet,f 4 aamanj*L Cuicrntr 
i -»<,,. Kii ,r. ■ a Labor pejVI divardil any PM 

j . 4 . tMTi.nif |i y>f ictwm *•** uo;» m in-’u§ni a.-^ ” riwu * - , / „ 

* r _. ^ T»w ar«aalaattea« a*»M «*»• — > |«ra>o*l. nol asaocia- Congrcvional 1 1 * 

* AttarV M tUr Rev. Hr. frw t. have » *+*•****, tSrtfffV- V ' ! WwnttV^u- r?^ 

M < r»<-uu< ha* beea «p«*rhead- Thla wauld «n*he •» \ -\v t ^ t a country of Tnf**- “The |r * atari. 

^ I. the Anverjra. ^ rrtfr^ ‘a , 

hevrrat Lr e ..«a^ will t. ^orVfcc said "If 

^?^uir a^TT-teM^ E^Whlt. CtlMa- f*dh «0 fear -ho 




«rinftfiW fhil! CT*(%^r 



WJ^t>4 . 

vealljaiin*’ 
a 

hUf 

«• jK 4 *Y^ •» rhir*rifr 






Mj ** 



pr nc 






, w« i* mom t p " 

7 r tZ *?- aaaawlnatlnfc by ImpatW' prtn '. 
thT WblU CWtae-a f-dhb tear •*>*«£* a-^iat^ . 

-a* aad the Kv. Klai RU. IT Uelr to £l The Rev Mr 



a L r«rt^t ot the^tiaek }m*% 



In the 



FoJk 

tocntxsi '^ ork - r 

^>1 in i<MK rducil^. . . 1 ?^ C _ 

- w ‘ 4 H f of ^\jo % 

„ < > wrtst yean tvaa.aavd to foeJa the paD> 



^un)>on'an< 5 .»mvrriQCi»uT 



I iv i ^ 

to •*- 



The Rev Mr. $lcCnck‘i Wtn- 
|«r!f attended the me* ant anl t 



c he ‘penod Horton sail he re carded _ Important thine ahewt a told a renter he would havr 

"•mm uniat Party ** ireei.nt. Johmon aahL » comment ts make, v 

au a * _ •_ — — a to B i , « ^ a..t i> na at tKd «r *_ _v_ . .. > !■ a aanva A 

17 ^ BlTWmin. ;purpp*r *JJO #» w ’;* A a^' tJ A-ih-' «v- — ” 

ua. i Vi» rvR rl v hif A a t _ m A!* to e ' «rn/f f Titrs hsn» ATi 2 .i'X.> 
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fr*' 

i Bt) t tl IT" 

'*-•.» •• . j . . e*'<»t.o: - - _ 

f the .^outh li.i 'un Unrated *11)01 
Pr.^ vast that »,R<^ 

On v.art u l^r.t'.n ver' >"^ a 

U.‘vt«7ler f^’K SttoaA » "«!*•«• ~**i* 

liter th C-nooiat 



puteic.red fjtw* hen pr.^n*--.' p 
Jamaa Farad***. -m»dent of try h * ictu^ t 1 ) po>‘ **i :,m '' " 
>tn i c »:!eaat. ' "V'tKt t\n‘ 'nn-ti Chapter df the uwi^*« • TNPta*«t a*,.,iut so - -* ‘ 

Th-u men*en ^ c>i, Uhrrtiea Vtuop. ^w.'M ane:»i.rs lor amtf 

hveh -ai chtlrmanne*! ty _ rm w «f the panel. ■ 



f Itoa>»*iu aw *m *’ * ,|'V* 

ivl Tf,%\ right III rUit M lojtf *\ U 
UV At^AOin i C 



4 4Wa 4 jr«t ickU v *a*w.y- •» > - - - 

ditirminnffi by U^. - y Af the ntflitl. ntnU* T Aa - . v > * 

r rum ? » The «» JJr J 
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The Cincinnati Enquirer # 1/23/5^ •**/ - 

Chest Opens McCracldn Inquiry f 
5 As Church Asks His Removal 



A Community C* wit Invest!- 
fttton of the Rev. Maurice Me- 
Creckin. Cinema* Ij minister 
*tw> refuses V) pa/ income 
tuei, cm* to o ht*4 
fhe very Mir future," Ouy 
Thcmgwon. executive director of 
to* Oeet, Mid yMterday. 

Thaergwon’t itataraeM w 
given on the heri* erf e dis- 
closure that to* Knox Prrafcy-. 
terian Church, Hyde Park, tm* 
asked the Cincinnati Pne^ytery 
to remove R rv. Mn McCreriun 
ii pei tor erf the W^it Ctodft- 
nah St Barr*abo* Church 

The mlDiittr serves §bo u 
OxKrjtlv# of the fhr*iiJ7 Street 
Nelghbortwod House, A Owtt 
•f*«T 

HU refusal to par Income 
U>n as A proteit agamM um- 
amenU and more recently. hi* 




H 

eoned-l 



v jHt)v*ua] lo Mkw 
science. My conscience ttlb me 
that war if wrong. itorvun, 
I cannot voluntarily give to Its 
support I do not bellirte It is 
any ooeU province to eland 
Judgment of another's 
entioua convictions* 

The Session, or governing 
body, of Knox Church detailed 
against Rev. Mr. Me 
^ a letter to Drlow- 
almer, exeoeutive seer* 
of the Cincinnati Pm 
bytery. 

Th« allegation* torhtded the 
ebrnmrfi 'rtoml, itili 
lHt, to Mr the tax. and w*i 
hb refueaJ to file a vetm' 
Ida refusal to five the Internal 
fUveaoe Service salary Infor- 
ms tloa; hb request to the 
ehurrh’o Vestry -Soa&Ja» to 



eltm&ance at a l*bor D*y oem 

<h*r m m l>rnf«w« «rhooI JTT MA1Iurr McCR * C KlX ,tn ^ < *** «*“«*'• ko*^**^ 
tfi.rrd with Carrmuntot «*>-“'• «UU« „ withhold mm* torormotloo. 

rvectiom has broc^ht hfcn under ' reaps* • Me body, take «hat* and hb state* ialeatloa to take 



firs. 

■Chest official* are «pij 
concerned shorn thi* problem,'* 
ea:d Thompson, dUng “very 
eeriou* adegiUoni~ against 

the minister. 

■H'« an |-»thrrt*c fcrti." *** *• •* »h*t 
TWfM MoUnapd. ”Tk* •" »»r«* »»' ** r '“‘ hrd ,tn« 

facta will W piwaM U t fW( 

_ m * m •_ f 




pc 

to 

Ft 

Bi 

\* 

cc 

ar 

th 

H 

ar 



e%er artioa b Indicated by the ihe matter to hU cangvegattoa 
faeia* t The biter charged that Rev 

■Our taveoUgittoo b not J*t | 

Mmpiriad but is. «'w»»»lt7 t, Mn pie and u “’ na k>n » fr •! co 

ma b« aaannd that th* b^jd.^ubla panon to »rr%f Wot IS 
* e , * 1U CTncinnati SL Bamabaa" '*< 

f»lr poorlmioe. *phe Knox Church also ask*d 0\ 
that it* financial support of!& 

boaod orf Afrocton of tbs FTad*’ Afr. M^Crsckin had ^^.be mithdriwA, R 

ley Street Kdgbborboed Hoooe'to ssy: Dr. Pa I met would not «m- th 

with the that H. a* a “I bellie%e In the right of the^nt w th * >tfpr. But the Rev. ri 

“ 11 “ 1 * ■ lUaK^a r-dCT^K*! 1 ‘/w Af 



BIRTHS 



Joy Reigns In The Home 



M<Mn CalfipbtU. pa*tor of the F* fiL t /t 
jKncw^lSurch. said fhe letter jj U_i* V 
wai referred to the Council cf 4 y ( 



Umi-imrvf rrf 






KHUMO^biph •«* hL ISM 



the Presbybry for study, 
Although Wsst CincinnatUSt 
[BamabA* U A combined Epis- 
copalian end Presbyterian con- 



k> 



torrbHAt^ 

ML ‘ m •^♦grtgatioa Rrv. Mr. McCrackin 

to, n j *»♦ on, b*»t r“" r U a PrtsbyterUn mlnistef. 

^ Ml iUt >M» S-W M 1’17 tob JUV, Mr. Campbell said the ? 

lA*i«t«: - 1 .U eas m uiitN-imd h tc^. jrti to matter Anoto when ine Moa, t 

i i tw tor. Mrtl _ ; C3mich Session was reviewing 

Ml M, M4 *»*{£•*»«« M to MM to ^7 1M TWn*vnl^nr^ bwt»t_ |0 



e r. irr- ^ ir 

mhmii. fn m * . (M iiu. *. imj . . 1C 

*i r ’ > * r J . . •• * 
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Hits At Pastor 



Associated With School) 
j Charged With Red 
I Connections 

The Hamilton Cdunty Coun- 
cil of the American legion 
loosed its first official blast 
yesterday at the Rev. Maurice 
McCrackin, West End minister 
under attack for attending a 
laminar .at a 'Tennessee school 
charged ‘with Communist con- 
nections. 

Previously, elements In the 
Legion ranks had t&Uen pot 
•hots at Rev. Mr. McCrackin. 

yesterday’s blast was. more 
life* broadside. 

toie Legion also denounced 
James C. Paradise, president of 
the Cincinnati Chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
and the Rev. Luther Tucker, , 
pastor of the Indian Hill Epis- 
copal -Presbyterian Church, as 1 
| supporters of Rev. Mr. Mc- { : 
[Crackin. | 

In a statement signed by Neil j 
Wetterman, the Legion coun- 
cil’s Hamilton County Amer- 
icanism chairman, Paradise and 
Rev. Mr. Tucker were charged 
'with “distorting facts” in a 
'public meeting on charges 
against Rev. Mr. McCrackirnn 
January 16 at St. John’s Uni- 
tarian Church, Clifton. 

As for Rev. Mr. McCrackin 
himself; the Legion’s spokesman 
'declared it ‘'opposes and will 
continue to oppose" his presen- 
tation of his beliefs to youth, i 
The Legion described Mr. 1 
McCrackin’ s beliefs as 
uienftu to the best interests oft 
par ooWntry." ... 



^ ‘ UNDER FIRE IN 
•4— fRev. Mr. flrgf 

(came under public fire in 1957 
or refusing to pay income taxes. 

I In recent months, criticism of 
1 him has stemmed from his at- 
tendance last Labor Day at a 
seminar held at the Highlander 
Polk School, Monteagle, Tepn. 
Several Communist - connection 
charges have been hurled at the 
school.) 

J Wetterman’s statement 
charged Paradise and Rev. Mr. 
Tucker made public false in- 
formation about a government 
witness in a Federal 41 Com- 
munism” case against Myles 
Horton, director of the High- 1 
lander school. 1 

Wetterman said Rev. Mr ‘ 
Tucker had circulated letters 
stating the government witness 
was discharged by the Federal! 
Bureau of Investigation, andi 
that the case against Horton 
had been dropped because of 
perjured testimony by the 
“witness. * - - 

I This is a deliberate untruth, 
made without substantiation, 

[I In addition to being an Improper 
use ot the FBI’s name/' Wetter-, 
man said. 

The Legion spokesman said' 
Paradise gave out the same in- 
J formation in the January 16 
[St. John's Church meeting. 

Wetterman said the Legion 
Council “has placed a full re- 
port of this matter - In the 
hands of FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover. - . " • 

He added that the Legion's 
stand on Rev. Mr. McCrackin 
and his supporters has been en- 
dorsed unanimously by mem- 
o^sa^the First Dis trict fr hin 
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SAC, Atlanta (100-804) 



SUBJECT: H j GHLANDER POLK SCHOOL 
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Reference is made to Philadelphia letter dated 12/27/57, 
captioned as above. .. 1 

Por the information of Philadelphia Office 



MFA2TAZ 



\y 






advised 

8 that there vere 100,000 copies of the publication 
captioned "Highlander Folk School" printed and distributed 
by the Georgia Commission on Education 2 20 Agri culture 
Building, 19 Hunter St., Atlanta 3, Ga. tfHHP advised he did 
not know to whom this publication was being distributed, but 
believed that it would be mailed to those individuals who 
are in local and State politics, as well as those throughout 
the United States .politically inclined on a national level. 

He advised he did not know if former Special Agents of 
the FBI had received copies of this publication unsolicited 
in the mail. 








Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and Nefc York are copies of 
this publication entitled "The Highlander Folk School". 

A copy of this letter is furnished to New York for information 
purposes only t as well as to Philadelphia and Knoxville* Origin 
in this case. 




March 24 , 1958 






CAMPBELL CHAPTER D. A. R. 



NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 
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Mr. F. Edgar Hoover, 

Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Si/i *; 

V/ The members of Campbell Chapter, 
Daughter^ of the American Revolution, one 
hundred*!; strong, wish to call your attention 
to the- Highlander's Sch ool located, in Mojlnt- 
eagle, Tennessee and urge you to take steps 
to revoke it* a charter. We are not familiar 
with the necessary technical procedure for 
such an act but have confidence in your 
knowledge and ability. 

We feel that this school, though 
accomplishing some good, is influencing the 
mountain people of that area toward Commun- 
istic ideals. 

We do not want such a school any- 
where but certainly not in Tennessee. 

We would like for you to know we 
stand firmly back of you in all such efforts 

Verv trul 



Nashville, 5, Term. 
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Your letter dated Kerch 24, 1958, hes been received, 
end 1 appreciate the Interest vhlch prompted your communication. 

. .-■-•* . . 

I would like to point out that the FBI Is strictly 
a fact-gathering agency and does not sake evaluations or 
draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any v 

Individual or organization* Also, the revocation of the " 
charter of the school you mentioned is not abutter within • 
the jurisdiction of the FBI but Is a responsibility 4>f 
officials of the State of Tennessee* In view, of the consents 
in your letter, you nay desire to discuss thjts natter with 
appropriate state officials* > * £ 

In the event you secure additional .data which you 
believe to be of interest to this Bureau, you nay dfcsire to ' 
communicate directly Witl> the Special Agent la Charge of our rn 
Memphis Office located at 1104 Sterick Building, Memphis 3, 

Tennessee. u rr , r t j 

L + * * - -i . - ■ . 

-• V - *- r , ■■ ■ 

I an indeed grateful 'for your kind renarks 
indicating this Bureau has' the support of your organization. ' 



— FBI 
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The above Is furnished for jour Information 
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Correspondent desires to ^all the Bureau’s 
attention to the Highlander Folk'School. She feels the 
school is influencing the people of that area toward 
communistic ideals* She states she is not familiar with 
the technical procedure to revoke the charter of the 
school but has confidence in the Director's knowledge and 
ability. She also states that she and the organization 
she represents stand firmly back of the Director, V- 

M A ‘ i o < 



orted 



a mpv 

The Highlnnder^Folic .School is suppoi 
by donations from individuals and labor unions in form of 
payments for students attending its courses. It offers ? 
courses of instruction in labor organization, social econom 
and the general field of labor education. It has had CP 
members on its staff [and has followed the practice of * 
welcoming communists as students. It has never offered 
courses of instruction in communism, nor hgs the CP ever 
succeeded in gaining control of the schoolJ&Due to its f 
interracial character, it has been the subject of numerous 
past allegations that it represents the headquarters for I 
communism in Eastern Tennessee. The allegations have neve 



been substantiated. .(<Ut7511-J^I0) 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 
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Yon Find inclosed Some Paper, there a lot of talk 
about this School Some of the Doctors and Preacher 
here are going down there making talks I think it 
oSght to be look in to. it the only School of it 
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Texas and other States. Saying 
communist School I dont Know any thing about it. 
You can tell more when you read this paper;. 
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Preface 

The information contained in this publi- 
cation was presented under oath by Doctor 
L B. Matthews at a public hearing of the 
Florida Legislation Investigation Committee, 
on Monday, February 10, 1958 at the State 
Capitol, in Tallahassee, Florida. 

The Florida Legislation Investigation Com- 
mittee is a legislative investigating committee 
authorized under the Florida law to compel 
the attendance of witnesses and their testi- 
mony under oath. 

Georgia Commission on Education 
19 Hunter Street, S. W. 

220 Agriculture Building 
Atlanta 3, Georgia 






Introduction 



In the pages which follow, certain propositions will 
emerge from the evidence submitted. For the most 
part, original Communist sources have been cited in 
order to let the Communists speak for themselves. It 
should be clear that — 

1) The Communists are at work, with their custom- 
ary fanatical dedication, in stirring up trouble in the 
field of public school integration in the South; 

2) The Communists have been at work for some 
thirty years in the field of agitation among Negroes; 

3) The Communists have organized and promoted a 
succession of united fronts and fronts designed espe- 
cially for winning Negroes to Communism; 

4) The tactics of Communist agitation among Ne- 
groes are greatly altered from time to time, but the 
basic objective of violent revolution remains un- 
changed; 

5) Whatever the line of the Communist Party on 
the Negro question may be at a given moment, it is 
based upon the so-called Marxist-Leninist analysis and 
is dictated by Moscow in the special interests of the 
Soviet Union; 

6) There is a vast Communist literature on the 
subject of Communism and the American Negro; 

7) One of the announced goals of the Communist 
program is the confiscation without compensation of 
the property of the white capitalists and landowners in 
the South; 

8) The Communists favor racial amalgamation and 
assert that a Communist revolution would speed Up 
the process; 

9) The Communists have established friendly con- 
tacts with the Negro leaders of most of the recent in- 
tegration incidents in the South; 

10) The Communists rely chiefly upon the support 
which they are able to command from misguided South- 
ern liberals; 

11) This is an era in Communist strategy when the 
Party has reverted to the united front policy which 
prevailed immediately prior to and during World War 

n ; 

12) Communist leaders have asserted that “Negro 
liberation” is their Number One issue on the domestic 
front. 
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Communists, Negroes, and Integration 

The Communist Party has long been expert at the 
business of fishing in troubled waters — the more 
troubled, the more to its liking. 

The Communist Party is at it again today; and, un- 
fortunately, the "Keep Off" signs have been taken 
down by order of the U. S. Supreme Court, in its deci- 
sions of June 17, 1957, affecting the Communist con- 
spiracy. 

If any issue in our society today may be properly 
characterized as troubled waters, it is unquestionably 
the issue raised by the Supreme Court’s desegregation 
order of May 17, 1954, And there is no hazard in 

’’ 4 ‘ £ that these waters will be troubled for a long 
time to come. 

The situation is one which the Communists have 
welcomed eagerly. It offers them an almost unparall- 
eled opportunity to exploit, for their own ulterior and 
revolutionary purposes, the inevitable social turbulence 
resulting from the Supreme Court’s order for public 
school integration. Violent agitation is the meat on 
"-hfch Communism feeds. 

The Bait: Negro Liberation 

itiv bait on the Communist hook is "Negro libera- 
tion."’ a phrase which has been reiterated by Communist 
with such frequency over the years that it has 
become a cliche. It matters not that liberation at the 
hands of Communists is demonstrably a cruel euphem- 
ism for a slavery worse than that from which Lin- 
coln's Emancipation Proclamation freed the Negroes. 
The Cpmmunists still approach the Negro people of 
the United States with the promise of liberation dang- 
ling from their hook. 

As long ago as 1928, the Communist Party of the 
United States published a pamphlet written by John 
Pepper, the representative of the Communist Interna- 
tional in the United States, in which Pepper said: “The 
Communists must participate in all national liberation 
movements of the Negroes which have a real mass 
character.” (American Negro Problems, p. 14; em- 
phasis in original) 

In u Communist pamphlet entitled "The Road to Ne- 
U ion," published in 1934, Harry Haywood 

“ r "Party leadership in the Negro liberation 

movement. fi (p. 62) 

in 1 937, the Communist Party issued a pamphlet 
entitled "The Road to Liberation for the Negro Peo- 
ple.' by Abner W. Berry and others. 

Ten years later, in 1947, Negro Communist leader 
Benjamin J. Davis published his pamphlet entitled "The 
Parh of Negro Liberation," in which he wrote: 

Consequently the Negro people are moving in 

the direction of some form of statehood in the Black 



Belt. This would mean an adjustment or rectification 
of the lines demarking 12 states through which runs 
the Black Belt area where the Negro people are in 
a majority, (p. 19, 20) 

In 1948, Negro Communist leader Harry Haywood 
published a book entitled Negro Liberation . 

That "Negro liberation" has priority on the Com- 
munist Party’s agenda today is confirmed by the fore- 
most Negro Communist leader in the United States. 
Writing in Political Affairs , the theoretical magazine 
of the Communist Party, U.S.A., which lays down the 
Party line, Benjamin J. Davis declares: 

The struggle for Negro rights — particularly in the 
deep South — is the single most crucial and decisive 
issue in the United States today . . . The massive 
significance 1 of the national liberation struggles of the 
Negro and colonial people, here and abroad, envelops 
this work with additional importance, (p. 13) 

Negro Republic in the Black Belt 

The Communist slogan of “Negro Liberation" is 
simply a watered-down version of the Party’s original 
slogan of "A Negro Republic in the Black Belt.” The 
propaganda which the Communist Party conducted on 
the basis of the latter slogan fell flat in its appeal to 
Negroes and only served to show how far the JGemlin’s 
agents are removed from the realities of the American 
scene. 

In October, 1930, the Communist International 
adopted a resolution "on the Negro Question in the 
United States.” It was published in the United States 
by Workers Library Publishers, the publishing adjunct 
of the Communist Party, in a pamphlet entitled The 
Communist Position on the Negro Question . 

On the subject of an independent Negro republic in 
the Black Belt, the Comintern took the position that 
"as long as capitalism rules in the United States the 
Communists cannot come out against governmental 
separation of the Negro zone from the United States.” 
(p. 51) But, in the event of the establishment of a 
Soviet government in the whole United States, Com- 
munist Negroes would come out against "separation of 
the Negro Republic from federation with the United 
States,” while unconditionally giving "the Negro popu- 
lation of the Black Belt freedom of choice even on this 
question." (p. 50-51) 

The Comintern’s resolution held that there was a 
"prospective sharpening of the national conflicts in the 
South, with the advance of the national revolutionary 
Negro movement,” and that in such a situation the 
Communist Party must "stand up with all strength and 
courage for the struggle to win independence and for 
the establishment of a Negro republic in the Black 
Belt” (p. 51-52) 
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William Z. Foster points out that the Program of tne 
Communist International declares for: 

The recognition of the right of all nations, irre- 
sptciive of race, to complete self-determination, that 
is, self-determination inclusive of the right to State 
separation, ( Toward Soviet America , p. 304) 

Foster then applies this principle of self-determina- 
tion and State separation (or secession from the United 
States) to the Negro population in the Black Belt, in 
the following statement: 

Accordingly, the right of self-determination will 
apply to Negroes in the American Soviet system. In 
rh.-> c r\-r allpd Black Belt of the South, where the 
Negroes are in the majority, they will have the fullest 
right to govern themselves and also such white mi- 
norities as may live in the section, (ibid, p. 304) 

Confiscation 

The program of the Communist Party calls for the 
confiscation of the property of the white people in the 
so-cai?cd Black Belt. According to William Z. Foster, 
ruling m his book entitled Toward Soviet America : 
In a Soviet system, the Negro will have the most 
r : Itv — economically, politically, social- 

ly . , . He will have ample land, confiscated from 
/ r :)ev* white landlords . . . Socialism will mean 

ii, e iirst real freedom for the Negro, He is beginning 
;.j realize this, hence his mass turning to the Com- 
*' ,j party for leadership, and the consequent 
:\ .p darm of the capitalists and big landowners at 
i. j. owing unity of white and black toilers, (p 
303) 

/ c is no doubt about the Communist program of 
confi.cauon. But, after 40 years of Communist agi- 
uuon, there is no evidence of the “mass turning” of 
Negroes io the Communist Party — a fact which Wil- 
liam Z. Foster knows very well now, and which he 
knew very well when he wrote about it. 

Communist Aim: Racial Amalgamation 

In iheir franker moments, Communist leaders in the 
. S s have stated bluntly that one of their aims 
* ’ ■ - 'ihout racial amalgamation. Thus, William 

' », r present head of the Communist Party in 

AUKiiwj, ueclared in his book entitled Toward Soviet 
America: 

Hie American Soviet will, of course, abolish all 
if nations upon racial intermarriage * . . The revo- 
lution will only hasten this process of integration, 

iii. uu) proceeding throughout the world with in- 
creasing tempo, (p. 305-306) 

Kremlin's Guidance end Control 

-v 7 Foster is frank in asserting that Lenin 

,r* . .. r of the Communist Party’s line on 




agitation among Negroes. 



In his book, The Negro 



People in Americn History , published in 1954, Foster 
writes: 

The American Communist Party got its eventual 
scientific understanding of the Negro question in 
the United States from the writings and personal 
counsel of Lenin. This was one of the many basic 
services to the American labor movement rendered 
by the Communist International, but it was not to be 
realized until 1929. (p. 454) 

It has already been shown that the representative of 
the Communist International, John Pepper, dictated the 
line of the American Communists on the so-called 
Negro question. 

On Penetrating Non-Communist Organizations 

In addition to building their own Party-controlled 
organizations, the Communist Party has from the be- 
ginning pursued a policy of sending its members into 
non-Communist organizations. Their own word for this 
type of activity is “penetration.” The Communist ob- 
jectives in penetrating other groups are varied. In some 
instances, the goal of penetration is outright control. 
In other instances, the objective is to disseminate and 
gain support for the views of the Party apparatus out- 
side the immediate circle of Communists or, in other 
words, to win fellow travelers on specific issues. In 
yet other and rarer cases, the aim of penetration is to 
destroy the organization which is penetrated. 

At times, the Communist Party directives have frank- 
ly set forth the tactics of penetration, without the 
slightest attempt at secrecy and subtlety. Thus, a re- 
port to the Plenum of the Communist Party in 1935 
records some successes in penetration. Excerpts from 
this report were published in the Party Organizer of 
March, 1935, under the title of “How to Penetrate the 
Negro Organizations.” The first excerpt gives an illu- 
minating example of the tactics of Communist penetra- 
tion. It reads as follows: 

We have some excellent experiences in New York. 
In Queens we have been able, just on one issue, and 
maybe this is the secret of it, to get together over 60 
various organizations of the Negro people on the 
question of discrimination in the hospital in Queens. 
We have the Alpha Benevolent Association, the 
American League Against War and Fascism, the 
Amity Baptist Church, Arrawat Democratic Club, 
Bayside City League, N.A.A.C.P., etc., about 70 or- 
ganizations that have come together and conducted 
a struggle in Queens for the right of Negroes in the 
hosipta Is in the City of New York. (p. 20) 

The tactic of concentrating on “one issue” in order 
to penetrate non-Communist Negro organizations was 
further illustrated in the second excerpt of the report 
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to the Plenum of the Communist Party. In this in- 
stance, the “one issue” was a forthcoming conference 
on unemployment in Washington, D, C-, a conference 
engineered and controlled by the Communist Party. 
With respect to this example of successful penetration 
of non-Communist Negro organizations, the Plenum 



report said: 

These experiences have shown us that it was pos- 
sible to get this united front by simply taking up 
one section, one issue, one grievance of the Negro 
people and developing a struggle around it In this 
case we can see that if we properly approach these 
organizations there is a possibility of getting into 
the Negro organizations for a united front. We have 
:^k 1 in Harlem m the preparations for the unemploy- 
ed conference at Washington, a conference of 29 
organizations, different organizations than we have 
had heretofore, into a conference at Abyssinia Bap- 
tist Church, the N.A.A.C.P., church organizations, 
etc. Comrade (Herbert] Benjamin spoke there, and 
we elected delegates to the congress at Washington. 
We had also the followers of Father Divine, the 
Ncgio “God.” (p. 20) 

(Again and again, the Communist Party bas success- 
fully penetrated the Abyssinian Baptist Church, of 
which Representative Adam Clayton Powell was and 
is the pastor.) 

Still another example of the use of the tactic of 
“one issue” w'as the united front which the Communist 
Party organized around the Italian war against Ethi- 
opia. In an article entitled ‘The United Front on 
Ethiopia,” published in the Party Organizer of July, 
1935, James W. Ford wrote as follows: 

This time we organized a broad united front on 
the issue of the struggle for the defense of the 
Ethiopian people, which ultimately involved at least 
60 Negro organizations, (p. 16) 

In this campaign of penetration, the Communist Party' 
again had the use of Congressman Powell’s Abyssinian 
Baptist Church. 

Wrote James W. Ford in the Party Organizer : 

The first action was on May 7 (1935) in Harlem 
ac the Abyssinian Church. There were 3,000 Negroes 
r ^.>vih, ,wOoi ux waom were not Communists. There 
the Communists spoke from the same platform as 
these other people, (p. 17) 

In the work of penetrating non-Communist organi- 
zations , the Communists went prepared for any even- 
tuality. According to Ford, the Communist Party on 
one occasion sent a number of the followers of Marcus 
Garvey, whose organization the Party had penetrated, 
to a meeting of the Party’s Italian Workers' Center 
“where our comrades discussed the Abyssinian ques- 



tion.” Ford added that these Negro Garveyites “were 
so afraid of their reception (at the Italian Communist 
center) that they went there armed with Jfcnives.” (p 
17) The precautionary arming was, of course, wholly 
unnecessary; they were received most hospitably. From 
this particular affair, Ford drew the following con- 
clusion : 

It is along these lines that we must work among 
the Negroes, patiently overcoming their suspicions 
and hesitations. 

This experience in Harlem opens up a perspective 
of wider actions not only in Harlem, but throughout 
the country. Committees on Ethiopia should be set 
up on a nation-wide scale, (p. 17) 

If ever two movements possessed antithetical ideol- 
ogies, they were the Communist Party and Father Di- 
vine’s group. Notwithstanding this sharp clash of basic 
views, the Communist Party successfully penetrated 
the ranks of Father Divine’s movement. On this sub- 
ject, James W. Ford made the following comment: 

Another question that is bothering a number of 
comrades in New York is the Father Divine move- 
ment in connection with the united front . „ « the 
comrades in Harlem have taken very seriously the 
question which was raised at the last plenum — of go- 
ing into the church organizations, making friends 
with these people. Through our united front with 
Father Divine we have been able to effect the pene- 
tration of a mass organization of the Negro people. 
A very important fact to remember in connection 
with the Father Divine movement is the fact that the 
followers of Father Divine are workers, toiling 
people; that is why we are attempting to penetrate 
into this movement 

The united front with the Father Divine movement 
has been made on the basis of certain concrete is- 
sues. (p. 17, 18) 

For more than 20 years, the Communist Party has 
pursued this tactic of penetration of non-Communist 
organizations and groups. With the current dwindling 
of its membership, the Party is pursuing the tactic more 
assiduously than ever. Recently, it has applied the 
tactic on a broad scale among scientists on the issue of 
radioactive fall-out. It hopes to reap vast gains on the 
issue of integration in the public schools of the South. 
Communists measure their gains in terms of social 
turbulence. Wherever they are permitted, they will 
penetrate non-Communist groups which favor federal 
intervention by force in the field of integration, hoping 
thereby to increase turmoil and incite to violence. The 
indispensable pre-conditions of Communist revolution- 
ary sentiment are chaos and violence. 










..... ..;„ 



>^*.-*?*Jr>., 






S£*JP 




I ^Arvimnnip* AorA/1 1 if ♦!*» /\r n/\4^i rs a ^Kai«* 

i uv wmuiuiuoi Jt iu ij waivu muv vi uv Linug ouuul 

racial discrimination in the Queens hospital, about the 
fate of the Scottsboro boys or Julius and Ethel Rosen- 
berg, about the Italian war against Ethiopia, or about 
the unemployed; it cares much about fishing in trou- 
bled waters. Only so can it serve its Kremlin master. 

Negro College Presidents 

The Communist-front apparatus has gained support, 
in one degree or another, among 60 percent of Negro 
college and and university presidents. The following 
beaus of Negro institutions ot higher learning were 
affiliated with the National Negro Congress: 

Rufus B. Atwood, Kentucky State College, Frank- 
fort, Ky. 

John M. Ellison, Virginia Union University, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

David D. Jones, Bennett College, Greensboro, N. C. 

R. O’Hara Lanier, Texas Southern University, Hous- 
ton, Texas. 

Frederick D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute, Tuske- 
gee, Ala. 

Jacob L. Reddix, Jackson State College, Jackson, Miss. 

The following were affiliated with the now defunct 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare: 

Rufus B. Atwood, Kentucky State College, Frank- 
fort, Kv. 
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Horace Mann Bond, Lincoln University, Pa. 

R-Tuc E. Clement, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga. 
Albert W. Dent, Dillard University, New Orleans, La. 
Edgar H. Goold, St. Augustine’s College, Raleigh, 
N. C. 

Arthur Howe, Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va. 
Charles S. Johnson, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn. 
Mordecai Johnson, Howard University, Washington, 
D. C. 

David D. Jones, Bennett College, Greensboro, N. C 
J. R. E. Lee, Florida A. & M. University, Tallahas- 
see, Fa. 

Benjamin E. Mays, Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga. 
Frederick D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute, Tuske- 
gee, Ala. 
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James F. Shepard, North Carolina College, Durham. 
N. C 

H. C. Trenholm, Alabama State College for Negroes, 
Montgomery, Ala. 

John Brown Watson, Arkansas State A, A M. and 
Normal College, Pine Bluff, Ark. 

M. F. Whittaker, South Carolina State College, Or- 
angeburg, S. C. 

The following have been affiliated with the currently 
functioning Southern Conference Educational Fund: 
Rufui B. Atwood, Kentucky State College, Frank- 
fort, Ky. 



William Augustus Bell, Miles College, Birmingham, 
Ala. 

Miller W. Boyd, Morristown College, Morristown, 
Tenn. 

James P. Brawley, Clark College, Atlanta, Ga. 

Rufus E. Clement, Atlanta University, Atlanta, Ga. 
Tandy W. Coggs, Arkansas Baptist College, Little 
Rock, Ark. 

James A. Colston, Knoxville College, Knoxville, Tenn. 
John W. Davis, West Virginia State College, Institute, 

n; 
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Albert W. Dent, Dillard University, New Orleans, La. 
John M. Ellison, Virginia Union University, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

M. LaFayette Harris, Philander Smith College, Little 
Rock, Ark. 

Charles S. Johnson, Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn. 
Mordecai W. Johnson, Howard University, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Benjamin E,. Mays, Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga. 
Richard I. McKinney, Storer College, Harpers Ferry, 
W. Va. 

Frederick D. Patterson, Tuskegee Institute, Tuske- 
gee, Ala. 

E. C. Peters, Paine College, Augusta, Ga. 

Hollis F. Price, LeMoyne College, Memphis, Teun. 
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Sumter, S. C. 

Joseph J. Rhoads, Bishop College, Marshall, Texas. 
William R. Strassner, Shaw University, Raleigh, N. C. 

There is no implication in the foregoing listings that 
any of these heads of Negro institutions are Commu- 
nists. They represent, however, a high degree of Com- 
munist penetration into the ranks of the administra- 
tors of Negro education. 

Forty-five different heads of Negro institutions of 
higher learning have had a total of 291 separate af- 
filiations with the Communist-front apparatus. It is 
apparent that the Communists have established a size- 
able beachhead in Negro education. 

Many of these affiliations mean that Communists or 
pro-Communists have made personal contact with the 
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the aims of the Communist- front technique. And, of 
course, the Communists acquire a certain amount of 
prestige for their projects. 

If the so-called Negro masses were as susceptible to 
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intellectuals, the situation would be alarming. In his 
condensation of Gunnar Myrdal’s An American Di- 
lemma, Arnold Rose makes the following observation: 

Still the Communists have not succeeded in get- 
ting* nAU nnnmr,ink1a rt -1 tVA An (1 X/aOTiVC ID 

America, especially among the masses. During the 
depression and again since the war, a number of 
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leaders and intellectuals have become Communists 
or “fellow travelers.” . . . To begin with, poor, un- 
educated, and socially disadvantages groups have 
never been particularly susceptible to radical propa- 
ganda. It is usually the intellectuals and higher 
strata of the working class that have been reached 
first. ( The Negro in America , p. 166) 



National Council of Churches Penetrated 



Remembering James W. Ford’s statement about the 
Communist Party’s policy “of going into the church 
organizations,” some statistical data with respect to 
this question are enlightening. 

The Communist Party has been strikingly successful 
in its efforts at infiltrating the Federal and the Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
during the past 20-odd years. 



In view of the fact that the philosophical bases of 



Communism and Christianity are as antithetical as two 
philosophies could possibly be, the success of the Com- 
munists in penetrating the ranks of the Protestant 
clergy is hard for some to understand. Nevertheless, 
the cold statistical facts are a matter of public record' 
It is not necessary to rely upon anybody’s opinions. 

The National Council of Churches was officially 
constituted on November 29, 1950, in Cleveland, Ohio. 
It was, in fact, nothing more than a reorganization of 
the Federal Council of Churches. 

In the formal constituting of the National Council 
of Churches in Cleveland, one representative from each 
of the participating communions signed the official 
book which became the Document of Record. Eleven 
of these 29 signers of the official book have public 
records of affiliation with pro -Communist enterprises. 
Their names and respective denominations are as 
follows : 

Bishop S. L. Greene — African Methodist Episcopal 
Bishop W. J. Walls — African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Dr. E. H. Pruden — American Bapist Convention 
Dr. Desmond W. Bittinger — Church of the Brethren 
Bishop Bertram W. Doyle — Colored Methodist Epis- 
copal 

Dr. Vere V. Loper — Congregational Christian 
Rev. Josef A. Barton — Czech Moravian 
Bishop J. Ralph Magee — Methodist 
Dr. W. H. Jernagin — National Baptist Convention 
USA , Inc . 

Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill — Protestant Episcopal 
Dr. Henry A. Vruwink — Reformed Church in America 




It will be noted that 4 of the 11 signers of the 



L»ocument of Record — Greene, Walls, Doyle, and 
Jernagin — were representatives of all-Negro denomina- 
tions. This is a disproportionately large number of 
Negro clergymen. Whatever the reasons may be, it is 
a fact that Negro professional groups have been more 
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susceptible to Communist penetration than their white 

counter-parts. ... 

There were 358 clergymen who were voting dele- 
gates to the constituting convention of the National 
Council of Churches in Cleveland. Of these clergymen, 
123 (or 34 percent) have had affiliations with Com- 
munist projects and enterprises. That represents a high 



deeree of penetration. , 

These 123 voting delegates were divided as follows: 
84 white and 39 Negroes. The total number of their 
public pro-Communist affiliations is 659, of which 359 
are affiliations of the white clergymen and 300 are 
affiliations of the Negro clergymen. Again, these 
figures indicate a disproportionately large number of 
Negro clergymen with Communist affiliations, and a 
higher degree of susceptibility to the appeals of Com- 
munist causes. The average number of affiliations for 
the Negro delegates is 7.7, while that of the whites 
is 4.2. 

The greater Communist penetration of the higher 
ranks of Negro church dignitaries is evidenced by the 
fact that *57 percent of the total number of currently 
active Negro bishops of four Protestant denominations 
have records of affiliation with Communist-front or- 
ganibations and enterprises. The following Negro 
bishops fall into this category: 

African Methodist Episcopal Church — 

George W. Barber, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Frank Madison Reid, Kittreli, N. C. 

Joseph Gomez, Cleveland, O. 

Frederick D. Jordan, Hollywood, Calif. 

R. R. Wright, Jr., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Carey A. Gibbs, Birmingham, Ala. 

D. Ward Nichols, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Sherman L. Greene, Atlanta, Ga. 



African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church — 
William Jacob Walls, Chicago, 111. 

Raymond Luther Jones, Salisbury, N. C. 

Hampton Thomas Medford, Washington, D. C. 
Herbert Bell Shaw, Wilmington, N. C. 

Stephen Gill Spottswood, Washington, D. C. 
Charles Ewbank Tucker, Louisville, Ky. 

Charles Cecil Coleman, Oklahoma City, Okla. 



Christian Methodist Episcopal Church — 
J. A. Hamlett, Kansas City, Kan. 

W. Y. Bell, South Boston, Va. 

F. L. Lewis, Shreveport, La. 

Bertram W. Doyle, Nashville, Tenn. 

A. W. Womack, Indianapolis, Ind. 

B. Julian Smith, Chicago, III. 



Methodist Church — 

J. W. E. Bowen, Atlanta, Ga. 

Matthew W. Clair, Jr., St. Louis, Mo. 
Edgar A. Lowe, Baltimore, Md. 
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Eight of the above-named, currently active, Negro 
bishops are officially connected with the Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund. They aree Bishop S. L. 
Greene, Bishop F. L. Lewis, Bishop Edgar A. Love, 
Bishop Herbert Bell Shaw, Bishop Stephen Gill Spotts-' 
wood, Bishop Charles Ewbank Tucker, Bishop Charles 
Cecil Coleman, and Bishop Frank Madison Reid. 

The aim of the Communist penetration of non-Com- 
munist organizations is not necessarily to recruit mem- 
bers of the Party, but rather to create a favorable 
climate of opinion for certain limited objectives of the 
Communist program. In this way, the stain of Com- 
munism is removed from these objectives, and thus 
they appear to be the objectives of men of goodwill. 

Highlander Folk School Seminar 

Over the Labor Day weekend (August 30-Septem* 
her 2, 1957), Highlander Folk School, at Monteagle, 
staged its 25th anniversary seminar on “the 
human aspects of the integration struggle.” Notorious 
Communists, veteran Communist fellow travelers, and 
Negro leaders in all the recent major incidents attending 
integration were present at the seminar (The incident 
of Little Rock bad not yet occurred.) 

Before taking up the records of the prominent inte- 
grationists who were present, it is necessary to take a 
look at the Highlander Folk School and its ideological 
orientation. 

Tbe High!* ridei Folk School at Monteagle, Tennes- 
see, was organized around 1932 by Myles Horton and 
Don West. (See testimony of Paul Crouch, May 6, 
1949, Subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, page 193.) In his testimony, Mr. Crouch 
said: “I would like to mention in this connection that 
the Highlander Folk School at Monteagle, Tennessee, 
was a school organized by Myles Horton and Don West, 
and which Mr. (James) Dombrowski shortly thereafter 
joined.’ 1 

Paul Crouch, who gave the foregoing testimony con- 
cerning the Highlander Folk School, was the top Com- 
munist Party functionary in the South. His Communist 
record given to a Senate committee by Crouch himself 
attests his importance: 

The major positions I held in the Communist 
Party were the head of the Communist Party’s de- 
partment for infiltration of the Armed Forces of the 
United States, a representative of the Communist 
Party of the United States to the executive committee 
International in Moscow, a mem- 
ber of a commission in Moscow to draft plams to 
infiltrate and subvert all the armed forces of the 
world, and operate as honorary regimental comman- 
der of the Red Army, a special student at the Frunze 
Military Academy in Moscow; I was a member of the 
editorial staff of the Daily Worker, official organ of 

16 



the Communist Party, a member of the various com- 
missions of the central and national committee of 
the party, State or district organizer for Florida, for 
Utah, for North and South Carolina, and Tennessee, 
editor of the Communist magazine, The New South, 
the official organ for the Southern States, member of 
the district bureau of the Communist Party for Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, and Georgia, and chairman of 
the control commission of the Communist Party for 
that area, a member of the district bureau of the 
Communist Farty for California, for Nevada, and 
Hawaii, national secretary of the Anti Imperialist 
League, and many other minor positions. 

Speaking of James Dombrowski, Mr. Crouch testified 
as follows: “I have met officially with him on a number 
of occasions as head of the Communist District Bureau 
of Tennessee ... at this conference Mr. Dombrowski 
gave me the impression of being completely pro-Com- 
munist and anxiops to collaborate with the Communist 
Party and follow its leadership, without taking the risk 
of actual Party membership/’ 

In March 1954, the Senate Subcommittee on Internal 
Security held hearings in New Orleans on the subject 
of the Southern Conference Educational Fund, Inc., of 
which James Dombrowski was and is the executive 
director. Among the witnesses who testified before 
the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security in New 
Orleans was one John Butler who had formerly been a 
functionary of the Communist Party in Alabama. 

In the course of his testimony, Mr. Butler stated that 
he attended a meeting of Communist Party leaders in 
July of 1942, in the Thomas Jefferson Hotel in Birming- 
ham, Alabama. Mr. Butler stated that Alton Lawrence 
introduced James Dombrowski to him on that occasion 
as a Communist Party member. (See Senate Subcom- 
mittee on Internal Security Hearings, March 18, 1954, 
page 45.) According to Mr. Butler, this meeting of 
Communist Party leaders was held in Dombrowski’s 
own hotel room. In November, 1956, Alton Lawrence 
was indicted on a charge of conspiring to file a false 
non-Communist affidavit with the National Labor Re- 
lations Board, which non-Communist affidavit is re- 
quired of trade union officials by the Taft-Hartley Act. 
(See New York Times , November 17, 1956.) Alton 
Lawrence is currently an official of the Communist- 
controlled International Union of Mine, Mill and Smel- 
ter Workers. 

In the early period of the Highlander Folk 
School, Alton Lawrence was a member of its faculty. 
On August 13, 1938, Mr. John P. Frey, president of 
the Metal Trades Department of the AFL, testified 
before the Dies Committee on Un-American Activities, 
and named Elizabeth Hawes, Alton Lawrence, and 
Myles Horton as persons who "attended a secret con- 
vention in North Carolina, at which time plans were 
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made for spreading the revolutionary theories throueb- 
out the South.” Mr. Prey further testified: “In conned 
Uon with this I might mention that the Highlander Folk 
School at Monteagle, Tennessee, was mixed up in this 
secret convention, in which these three C.I.0 organ- 
izers took a very prominent part.” (See Dies Com- 
mittee Hearings, Volume 1, page 126.) 

Paul Crouch testified before the Senate Subcommit- 
£ e n °“ I Dter nal Security, as follows: “The Highlander 
Folk School is a school operated at Monteagle, Tennes- 
see, ostensibly as an independent labor school, but 
actually working in close cooperation with the Com- 
munist Party.” (See Hearings, page 47.) Dombrowski 

•'U instructor at the Highlander Folk School for a 
number of years. 

The following colloquy took place between Senator 
Eastland, Committee Counsel Arens, and Mr. Crouch 
during the latter's testimony: 

SENATOR EASTLAND. Mr. Crouch, did you 
ever visit Dr. Dombrowski’s home? 

MR. CROUCH. I visited the Highlander Folk 
School where he was working. I didn’t visit at his 
home, but we spent a night at the same home to- 
6; ;brr, Caroline Stevenson’s and he and Leo Sheiner 
discussed in my presence the actual hideout of Com- 
mumsi leaders the night we were traveling to Winter 
Haven. 

MR. ARENS. He and Sheiner discussed in your 
presence the hideouts for Communist leaders, top 



flight leaders; is that correct? 



MR. CROUCH. That is correct, sir. (See hearings, 

P- 52.) 

Uon West, who has already been mentioned as con- 
nected with the Highlander Folk School, was district 
director of the Communist Party of North Carolina. 
(See House Committee Hearings, May 6, 1949, page 
191.) 

At the New Orleans hearings of the Senate Commit- 
tee, on March 20, 1954, Myles Horton was ejected 
by the United States Marshal from the witness stand 
and the hearing room, for disorderly conduct. 

James Dombrowski’s record of pro-Communist ac- 
l. ..i.cs and connections will be discussed under the sec- 
- southern Conference Educational Fund, an 
organization which is playing a key role in the drive 
for integration in the South. 

Abner W, Berry 

The presence of a prominent Communist Party Negro 
leader at the Highlander Folk School seminar is of 
major significance. Through Abner W. Berry, the Com- 
munist Party established personal contacts with the 
Snu-hers leaders of the fight for integration. The Party, 

it* p— r.r-day strategy, sets the highest value on 



such personal contacts. It is the current strategy of 
penetration. 

Abner W. Berry is a veteran Communist Party leader. 
More than 25 years ago, he was a member of the na- 
tjecaJ council of the League of Struggle for Negro 
Rights, a Communist sputnik which will be discussed 
later. For 20 years, Berry has been a member of the 
national committee of the Communist Party. He has 
also been a member of the smaller central committee of 
the Party ( Daily Worker , May 23, 1938, p. 5). In 
1946, he was educational director of the Communist 
Party of Michigan (Daily Worker , Jan. 21, 1946, p. 5). 
He was an instructor at the Communist Party's Jefferson 
School of Spcial Science for several years before the 
school closed in December, 1956. 

Abner W. Berry is, and has been for years, a feature 
writer for the Daily Worker , In this newspaper of the 
Communist Party, Berry made a lengthy report on his 
visit to the Highlander Folk School. In his report, 
Berry said: 

Here for four days Negro and white leaders of the 

South representing millions of southerners, had the 

precious communications established with each other 

that had been disconnected during the past few years. 

(Daily Worker , Sept. 10, 1957, p. 5) 

Berry has been a writer for other Communist publi- 
cations: Masses & Mainstream , Michigan Herald, New 
Masses , People's Daily World , and Political Affairs . He 
served for a number of years on the editorial board of 
Political Affairs , the theoretical organ of the Communist 
Party. 

U is apparent that Abner W. Berry is a high ranking 
leader of the Communist Party. It goes without saying 
that the Party sent him to the Highlander Folk School 
seminar. Such leaders receive their assignments from 
the highest command of the Communist Party; they do 
not go anywhere on their own. The cordial reception 
which Berry was accorded at the Highlander Folk 
School is convincing evidence of the school’s ideological 
orientation. 

Berry states that “two southern NAACP branch 
presidents” attended the Highlander Folk School semi- 
nar on integration.” 

Pete S*e9*r 

Another individual who has a Jong record of Com- 
munist affiliations and activity was also a prominent 
participant in the Labor Day weekend conference at 
the Highlander Folk School, namely, Pete Seeger. 

Pete Seeger is a nationally known folk singer who 
has been prominently identified with the Communist 
movement in this country for many years. He has been 
named as a member of the Communist Party in swam 
testimony. 
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On August 18, 1955, Pete Seeger was a witness before 
the house Committee on Un-American Activities. Time 
and time again, Seeger defiantly refused to answer ques* 
tions concerning his past or present membership in the 
Communist Parly. He also declined to answer any 
questions concerning his affiliations with numerous 
Communist-front organizations. He did not invoke the 
Fifth Amendment; he simply and contemptuously re- 
fused to answer pertinent questions. He was accom- 
panied by Paul L. Ross as counsel. Ross has also been 
prominent in Communist activity for many years. (See 
pages 2448-2460 of the Hearings, 1955.) 

Among his many Communist connections, Pete Seeger 
has been publicly affiliated with the following Commun- 
ist organizations and enterprises which are on the At- 
torney General’s list: American Committee for Pro- 
tection of Foreign Born; American Committee for 
Yugoslav Relief; American Youth Congress; American 
... 7 i'oi Democracy; Civil Rights Congress; Com- 
mittee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy; Committee 
lor the Negro in the Arts; Communist Party; Council on 
African Affairs; Jefferson School of Social Science, 
National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions; 
Nature Friends of America; New Masses; Voice of 
Freedom Committee; and Win-the-Peace Conference. 
Seeger entertained with his guitar and folk songs at 

* jv 11,-hidiider Folk School seminar. 

bn R Thompson 

The Rev. John B. Thompson was billed as seminar 
J at the Highlander Folk School Labor Day 

ueesend affair. Thompson is dean of the Rockefeller 
Memorial Chapel at the University of Chicago. 

: i clergymen have better claims to qualification as 

* „ .n Communist fellow travelers than John B. 
7 imo.paon. He has served the Communist apparatus 
long and faithfully in many capacities. 

* u 'npson was national chairman of the American 
r ° -Ce Mobilization (Z>a/7y Worker , Sept. 3, 1940, p. 4) 
and national chairman of the Committee to Defend 
America by Keeping Out of War (letterhead, Aug. 10, 
1940). These were organizations set up by the Coro- 
niuni^’s during the period of the Stalin-Hitler Pact. On 
T .. . . L j. : T ’.,u Hitler invaded the Soviet Union, the 
American Peace Mobilization dropped its anti-war 
Maud unj changed its name to the American Peoples 
: T ; G u with John B. Thompson still at its head. 

Tony before a committee set up by the Illinois 
• ; in 1949, John B. Thompson tried to 

sa v tnat the American Peace Mobilization was merely a 
rejection of the general anti-war sentiment prevailing 
m -hr united States in 1939, 1940, and 1941. Such a 
i; : either dishonest or incredibly stupid. The bona 
fde anti war sentiment of the American people pre- 
sto ii^ht up until the day of Pearl Harbor. The 







phony anti war stand of the APM and the Communists 
prevailed right up until June 22, 1941, when Hitler at- 
tacked the Soviet Union. The bona fide American 
peace advocates were ready to go to war only when the 
Lniied States was attacked; the phony APM and Com- 
munist Peace advocates were ready and eager to go 
to war when their beloved Soviet Union was attacked. 
The former were America Firsters; the latter were Rus- 
sia Firsters. 

Ten weeks before Hitler’s invasion of the Soviet 
Union, the APM, under Thompson’s chairmanship, de- 
clared: “This is not a war to wipe out the evils of 
Hitlerism and tyranny ... It is a war to line the 
pockets of corporate interests at the expense of the 
peoples of the World.” 

In one of its official statements in March, 1941, the 
APM said: “An English victory will result in the same 
ion of imperialist, anti-democratic peace as will a 
Nazi victory.” 

From 1940 to 1942, John B. Thompson was head of 
the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, a Com- 
munist organization which will be discussed later. 

Among the many other Communist organizations with 
which Thompson has been affiliated, the following are 
on the Attorney General’s list: American Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born; International Labor 
Defense; Emergency Peace Mobilization; National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship; National Coun- 
cil of the Arts, Sciences and Professions; and People’s 
Institute of Applied Religion. 

Aubrey Williams 

Aubrey Williams and the Rev. Martin Luther King 
were the two featured speakers at the closing session 
of the Highlander Folk School seminar. 

As president of the highly influential Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund, Aubrey Williams ranks 
among top leaders of all-out integration. 

Williams was director of the National Youth Admin- 
istration under President Roosevelt. He also held other 
high positions in the New Deal. In 1945, however, the 
U. S. Senate rejected his appointment as administrator 
of the Rural Electrification Administration, after his 
affiliations with the Communist apparatus had been 
placed in the record. He is at present editor and pub- 
lisher of tbe Southern Farm and Home , Montgomery, 
Alabama, which has a circulation of 800,000. 

On March 19, 1954, Williams was subpoenaed to 
testify before the Senate Internal Security Subcommit- 
tee. In the course of his examination by committee 
counsel Richard Arens, Williams testified that the fol- 
lowing passage was a part of a speech which he had 
delivered in Madison Square Garden, New York City, 
on September 11,1 947, under the auspices of the Com- 
munist-controlled Progressive Citizens of America: 





What they demand is that any man who admits to 
being a member of the Communist Party be fired im- 
mediately on the grounds that no man can be loyal 
to the United States and be a Communist. It is my 
belief that it is precisely at this point that we take 
our stand and defend the right of any Communist to 
maintain his position as an employee of the Govern- 
ment of the United States. To take any less position 
than this is to throw overboard such primary rights 
as the freedom to think and to hold whatever bebefi 
one chooses. (Hearings, p. 107; emphasis added) 

Anyone holding Aubrey Williams’ views on tbc em- • 
ployment of admitted Communist Party members in the 
U. S. Government could be expected to welcome the aid 
of Communist Party members in the drive for integra" 
tion. b 

According to Abner W. Berry’s account of the High- 
lander Folk School seminar in the Daily Worker (Sept 
10, 1957, p. 5) Aubrey Williams spoke “prophetically" 
when he declared that the present situation in the South 
“is only a short step to general violence” and that the 
“stuff out of which rebellions are made is definitely 
being planted.” 

In the later years of its existence, Aubrey Williams 
was president of the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare. 

The name of Aubrey Williams was attached to a 
brier amici curiae on behalf of the Communist Party, 
at the October 1955 Term of the U. S. Supreme Court. 

Other red-hot integrationists whose names appear on 
this defense of the Communist Party include the fob 
lowing: John M. Coe, James A. Dombrowski, W. E. B. 
DuBois, James W. Ford, W. A. Hunton, and William 
L. Patterson. 

Aubrey Williams is, and has been for many years, a 
member of the executive committee of the Highlander 
Folk School. 

It would be superfluous to add further details of the 
many Communist affiliations of Aubrey Williams, 

Martin Luther King 

The Rev. Martin Luther King, president of the 
Montgomery (Ala.) Improvement Association and pas- 
tor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, delivered the 
dosing address at the Highlander Folk School seminar. 

King is the nationally acclaimed Negro leader of the 
initiation forces in the South. He is scheduled as one 
f f;: , iW ~kers at the forthcoming assembly of 

the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U. S. A., in December. 

It is of great significance that King is in close touch 
with such Communists and pro-Communists as were 
assembled at the Highlander Folk School seminar. The 
Communists would like nothing better than to take him 
under their wing. 



Leading Communists have been writing enthusias- 
tic about King’s movement. In the April, 1957, issue 
of political Affairs , Benjamin J. Davis writes of “the 
ftiuouai upsurge of the Negroes in the South, spear- 
headed by the non-violent integration movement.” (p. 
]3) in his new book entitled Toward Negro Freedom , 
the editor of Political Affairs , Herbert Aptheker, writes 
of King’s bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, as fol- 
lows: 

And in Montgomery, Alabama, there is the epic 
struggle of the entire 50,000 members of its Negro 
community . . . Here, with women in the lead, is the 
unparalleled and unbreakable splendor of an entire 
people speaking out to the world in tones of purity 
and* self-sacrifice and saying: “We will live in free- 
dom, in our own day and here in our own city.” 
(p. 180) 

Such rhetoric is calculated to ingratiate the Com- 
munists with the Rev. Martin Luther King and his large 
following. The art of flattery is the current tactic of 
Communist penetration. The tactical crudities of the 
Party’s early years have given way to subtle refinements 
in penetrating Negro organizations and movements. The 
Communist Party, however, does not repudiate its 
former methods which breathed revolutionary fire and 
brimstone. Writing in Political Affairs , James E. Jack- 
sen (one of the top Negro leaders of the Communist 
Party) says: 

It has for three decades been the honorable (sic) 
task of Communists to set a high standard of devo- 
tion to and energetic leadership in the fight for Negro 
lights. Recognizing the special national character of 
this question, we have raised our voices among the 
workers when others stood mute. (Resolution pre- 
sented to the 16th National Convention of the 
CPUSA by James E. Jackson, chairman of the Sub- 
committee on Negro Rights; Political Affairs, March, 
1957, p. 34) 

Jackson thus fondly embraces the Communist Party’s 
record in the African Blood Brotherhood, the American 
Negro Labor Congress, the League of Struggle for Ne- 
gro Rights, the National Negro Congress, and other 
misadventures in its efforts to kindle revolutionary ardor 
among American Negroes. 

Now, the Party looks upon Martin Luther King’s 
work and movement as a new opportunity to incite 
racial animosity, and upon King’s attendance at the 
Highlander Folk School seminar as a most desirable 
contact 

In its present adulation of Martin Luther King and 
his kind of “liberation” movement, the Communist 
Party still bows reverently at the altar of Marxist- 
Leninist Theory. James E. Jackson, quoted above on 
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the subject of the Party’s past, turns to the Commuam 
Party’s present and writes: 

As the advance guard of the American working 
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contributions to the fight for Negro rights, under the 
changed conditions of today, as effectively, as hon- 
orably, as it did in previous periods of struggle. The 
fight for Negro rights needs the contribution which 
Communists, guided by Marxist-Leninist theonr m 
in a position to make. (p. 34) 

On February 21, 1956, after the bus boycott m 
Montgomery had run for 11 weeks, the Negro leaden 
of the boycott were arrested and charged with violation 
of Alabama’s anti-boycott statute. The Rev, Martin 
Luther King was among those arrested. On March 22. 
he was found guilty and fined $500. The case is on 
i*ppcai 

It is interesting to note that the proponents of public 
school integration in the South make a great to-do about 
the U. S. Supreme Court's decision of May 17, 1954. 
by claiming with unparalleled vehemence that the de- 
cision is “the law of the land.” On the other hand, they 
ignore with complete unanimity the U. S. Supreme 
Court's decision of 1908 declaring the organized boy- 
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Sherman Anti-Trust Act, the principle of which de- 
cision is reflected in Alabama’s anti-boycott statute. 

Mrs. Rosa Parks 

It goes almost without saying that Mrs. Rosa Parks 
was in attendance at the Highlander Folk School semi- 
nar. 

It was Mrs. Parks who started the Montgomery bus 
boycott. On December 1, 1955, when she refused to 
sit in a seat in the rear of a bus, she was arrested and 
fined $14. Shortly prior to her dramatic defiance of 
the segregation ordinance, Mrs. Parks had taken a 
course at Highlander Folk School. 

Mrs. Parks promptly became a heroine to the Com- 
munists. The Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, s 

rV*mmnnict frnnt arranopH mpptinoc fnr hpr in 
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York City, including one at the home of Mr. and Mn. 
Corliss Lamont. 

Charles G. Gomillion 

Charles G. Gomillion, dean of Tuskegee Institute in 
Alabama, was one of the prominent participants in the 
T ’or Day conference at the Highlander Folk School. 

As president of the Tuskegee Civic Association, Go- 
million received a considerable amount of publicity in 
the nation’s press in the summer of 1957, in connection 
with his leadership of a Negro boycott! against the 
white merchants of the town of Tuskegee. This was one 
of the recent militant activities of Southern Negroes. On 
August 15, 1957, an injunction was issued against the 



boycott on the ground that it was a violation of Ala- 
bama’s anti-boycott statute. (New York Times , Aug. 

^Gomillion ’s organized boycott began on June 26, 
after a mass meeting of the Tuskegee Civic Association 
m protest against the Alabama legislature’s proposed re- 
vision of Tuskegee’s city limits. Gomillion did not even 
allege that the white merchants were in any way respon- 
sible for the initiation of the revision. 

Dean Gomiilion’s pro-Communist connections have 
been significant. In testimony before the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities on July 21, 1947, he 
was identified as a current member and secretary of the 
advisory board of the Southern Negro Youth Congress, 
rv^mrminiQt nr can i ration fsee below 1. 

Jn a press release dated April 21, 1947, Gomillion 
was listed as a signer of a manifesto of Negro leaders 
against the outlawing of the Communist Party. The 
manifesto was released from 23 West 26th Street, New 
York City» which is now the national headquarters of 
the Communist Party, and which, in 1947, was head- 
quarters of a dozen Communist organizations including 
the American Committee for Protection of Foreign 
Born. Co-signers of the manifesto included such Com- 
munist stalwarts as Paul Robeson, W. E. B. DuBois, 
Benjamin J. Davis, and Doxey A. W r iikefson. The sign- 
ers called upon the President and Congress “to repudi- 
ate decisively the fascist-like proposal ... to illegalize 
the Communist Party,” and declared: “We will resist 
with all our power every step taken in that direction.” 

The Worker , Communist Party Sunday newspaper, of 
August 29, 1948, carried a full-page advertisement of an 
enterprise called The First Line of Defense. It was 
another manifesto in defense of the Communist Party, 
opening with the following words addressed to the Presi- 
dent and the Attorney General: “We. the undersigned 
Negro Americans, strongly condemn your hysteria- 
breeding arrests of the Negro leaders of the Communist 
Party, and call upon you to take positive action to pro- 
tect civil rights instead of persecuting political minori- 
ties.” This manifesto, too, was signed by Charles G. 
Gomillion. Co-signers included the following notorious 
Communist Party leaders of the Negro race: Louis E. 
Burnham, Ernest Thompson, Abner W. Berry (one of 
the participants in the Highlander Folk School confer- 
ence), James W, Ford, Harry Haywood, W. A. Hunton, 
Richard B. Moore, S. C. Patterson, and Doxey Wilker- 
son. 

Gomillion sponsored a testimonial dinner for W. E. 
B. DuBois whose services to the Communist cause have 
been enormous. The dinner was given at Essex House, 
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Communists who co-sponsored this DuBois testimonial 
dinner included the following: Herbert Aptheker, Mrs. 
Louise Berman, Howard Fast, Frederick V. Field, Ben 
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Gold, W. A. Hunton, Albert E. Kahn, William 1 Pw 
terson, Melba Phillips, Joseph SelJy, Howard Sekam, 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred K. Stem (who recently fled behind 
the Iron Curtain to escape indictments for espiona*^ 
and Gene Weitfish. - na 8 c J* 

Charles G. Gomillion is a member of the board of 
directors of the Southern Conference Educational Fund 
an organization whose ideological orientation toward 
Communism will be discussed later. 



GonuUion and his Tuskegee Civic Association are 
part of an interlocking apparatus which includes the 
Highlander Folk School and the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund. 

In his 1956 presidential report to the Tuskegee Civic 
Association, Dean Gomillion stated that at one of their 
meetings in hebruary, 1956, a speaker discussed “the 
role of the Highlander Folk School, and the search for 
an effective social action program.” He also stated that 
one of the major roles of the Tuskegee Civic Association 
was cooperation “with the Highlander Folk School in 
the effort to develop effective personal and group tech* 
niques for facilitating racial desegregation.” 

In view of the fact that Gomillion and his TCA had 
been cooperating with the Highlander Folk School for 
at least a year and a half, it may be presumed that his 
illegal boycott of the white merchants of Tuskegee was 
one of the group techniques worked out by the two 
organizations. Furthermore, it may be assumed that 
Gomitlion’s close association with the Communist ap- 
paratus, as set forth above, was some kind of prepara- 
tion for his adoption of the militant boycott technique. 

The manager of Tuskegee’s largest department store 
was quoted in the New York Times, as follows: ‘The 
Negro leaders picked the wrong target. The merchants 
didn’t have anything to do with Senator Engelhardts 
bill. I think they realize that the boycott is unfair. 
WeVe worked closely with the Negroes on charity drives 
and when they asked for credit we extended it without 
question.” It is, of course, standard Communist tactics 
to exacerbate existing tensions and to create racial strife 
where none had existed, i 

Fred B. Routh ^ 



The Southern Regional Council was represented at 
the Highlander Folk School seminar in the person of 
Fred B. Routh. Mr. Routh bears the title of assistant 
director of the Southern Regional Council. 

The Southern Regional Council, recipient of a grant 
of $245,000 from the Fund for the Republic, is one of 
the most influential organizations of whites and Negroes 
in the South. It has been penetrated by the Communist- 
front apparatus. 

The following directors of the Southern Regional 
rvwnrii havp K^#n affiliated with Communist organiza- 
tions: 



Rufus B. Atwood, president of Kentucky State College 
Brailsford R. Brazeal, professor at Morehouse College 
Rufus E. Clement, president of Atlanta University 
j M. Ellison, president of Virginia Union University 
Charles G. Gomillion, dean of Tuskegee Institute 
Charles S. Johnson, late president of Fisk University 
r O’Hara Lanier, president of Texas Southern Uni- 

BenS2> E. Mays, president of Morehouse College 
Jacob L. Reddix, president of Jackson State College 
H C. Trenholm, president of Alabama State College 
for Negroes 

All of the foregoing directors of the Southern Re- 
gional Council are Negroes and all are connected with 
Negro institutions of higher learning. 

Others Present 

The Rev. David H. Brooks, Protestant Episcopal high 
church clergyman (Negro), was a speaker at the High- 
lander Folk School seminar. He was a leader of the 
Tallahassee bus boycott which occurred during the last 
seven months of 1956. 

The Daily Worker , July 1, 1952, carried a front-page 
story about a petition drawn up by the noted pro-Com- 
rounist, W. E. B. DuBois, urging President Truman to 
adoot a policy of “withdrawal of military forces and 
installations by the U. S. and all other governments 
from all foreign territory where their presence is not 
authorized by agreement of all the major powers. Such 
a policy would, of course, be a Communist booby trap. 
Of the alleged 160 Negro signers of this DuBois petition, 
the names of only four were given in the Daily Worker ; 
and one of the four was the name of the Rev. David H. 
Brooks. 

Allen McSwain (Negro) was a speaker who repre- 
sented the Clinton, Tennessee, school incident. 

Bernice Robinson, also a speaker at the Highlander 
Folk School seminar, discussed the Johns Island, South 
Carolina, integration incident. 

Conrad Browne (white) came to the seminar from 
Koinonia Farm, an interracial colony near Americus, 
Georgia. This interracial community has been an in- 
citement to prolonged violence. 

Ralph Helstein, president of the United Packing 
House Workers of America, AFL-CIO, was also a 
speaker. This union has been heavily infiltrated by 
known Communists. 

A Succession of Sputniks for Negroes 

One of the top leaders of the Communist Interna- 
tional, Otto Kuusinen, said in a speech before the ex- 
ecutive committee of the C.I. that it was the first busi- 
ness of the Communists to launch satellite organizations 
and committees. In The Communist of May, 1931, 
Kuusinen was quoted on these satellites of the Com- 
munist Party, as follows: 
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The first part of our task is to build up, not onlv 
Commumst organizations, but other organization, J 
well, above all mass organizations sympathizing with 
our aims and able to aid us for special purpoJi 
We must create a whole solar system of organization 
and smaller committees around the Communist Party 
so to speak, smaller organizations working actually 
under the influence of our Party ( not under mechani- 
cal leadership), (p. 409-423; emphasis in original) 

The satellite or sputnik organizations which the Com- 
munist Party in the United States has launched espe- 
cially for Negroes are far too numerous to name all 
them. Brief sketches of the principal sputniks in this 
category will, however, serve to illuminate the aims and 
tactics of the American Communist Partv with 
to the Negroes of the United States. ' 1 



A partial list of the Communist sputniks for Negroes 
follows: * 

African Blood Brotherhood 

Alabama Peoples Educational Association 

Citizens Emergency Conference for Interracial Unit) 

Committee for Equal Justice for Mrs. Recy Taylor 

League of Struggle for Negro Rights 

Negro Labor Victory Committee 

Southern Negro Youth Congress 

United Negro and Allied Veterans of America 

Abolish Peonage Committee 

American Negro Labor Congress 

American Negro Labor Council 

Committee to Defend Angelo Herndon 

Committee for the Negro in the Arts 

Committee to Aid the Fighting South 

Frederick Douglass Educational Center 

Martinsville Seven Committee 



National Negro Congress 

Negro People’s Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare 
Southern Conference Educational Fund 
Of these, only the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund is still in existence. 



African Blood Brotherhood 

The African Blood Brotherhood was the first sputnik 
in the Communist Party’s system of satellites. It was 
penetrated and captured, not originally launched, by the 
Communists. 

Joseph Zack Komfeder, then a leading member of 
the Communist Party, has told the following story of 
the penetration and capture of the African Blood Brotb- 

vioUOU. 

. . . the Communist Party activities amongst the 
Negroes here in the United States started about 1921 , 
and were prompted by a letter sent to the American 
Party by Nikolai Lenin , * . Well, so, of course, the 



party couldn’t ignore a letter from Nikolai Lenin . . . 
{was then the junior member of the Central Com- 
mittee . . - Well, when I looked around I found that 
there was simply no Negro membership in the Com- 
munist Party ... I knew from the Socialist Party that 
there were some Negroes in Harlem in a branch of 
the Socialist Party which was mostly Negroes, al- 
though there were also whites in the same branch, and 
1 looked up one of them and he advised me to see an 
individual by the name of Cyril Briggs. Well, I 
looked up this individual, and he was the editor of a 
paper called The Crusader, which was the official 
organ of a Negre organization called the African 
Blood Brotherhood. Well, I put in quite an effort on 
this fellow Briggs, to see whether I could work him 
over ideologically, and as I got acquainted with him, 

I noticed that he was having his financial troubles 
publishing the paper. I didn’t tell him that I repre- 
sented the Communist Party, of course. I just posed 
as a liberal uncle, who had his sympathies on the 
Negro side, and was willing to help him. Whenever 
he ran into some trouble about paying the printer, 
well, I always obliged with a few hundred dollars. 
This way I became friends with this Briggs and I 
worked him over ideologically, and the cant of the 
journal changed. And, of course, in due time I got 
at some of his friends who were on the Board of 
Directors, and, well, it took only about a year before 
the controlling influence in that organization upon 
top was exerted through me, and they pretty nearly 
would do, although they weren’t yet in the party, what 
I wanted them to do. Well, and later on I signed him 
up into the Communist Party as a member. So that 
was the first Negro organization that the party got 
hold of ideologically, at least — later on organiza- 
tionally. That’s how the thing started. ( Subversion in 
Racial Unrest , Baton Rouge, La., March 6-9, 1957, 
p* 37) 

Cyril Briggs went on to become one of the most 
prominent Negro leaders in the history of the Com- 
munist Party in the United States. 

American Negro Labor Congress 

The American Negro Labor Congress was organized 
in Chicago in October, 1925. It was a Communist 
united front maneuver and the successor to the African 
Blood Brotherhood. 

In his book entitled The Negro People in American 
History 9 William Z, Foster writes concerning the ANLC 
as follows: 

The American Negro Labor Congress was organ- 
ized in Chicago in November 1925, mainly upon the 
initiative of the Communists . . . The leader of the 
movement was Lovett Fort- Whiteman, and its journal 
was The Champion . Outstanding Communist Negro 
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workers in it were James W. Ford, Harry Haywood. 
Maude White, and many others ... Its membership 
was eventually confined mainly to Communists 
(p. 460) Unua - 

Lovett Fort-Whiteman was a student at the Lenin 
School in Moscow, an institution at which foreign Com- 
munists were taught the theory and tactics of propa- 
ganda, agitation, and espionage. Fort-Whiteman was 
also an American delegate to the Sixth World Congress 
of the Communist International in 1928. ( International 
Press Correspondence, July 25, 1928, p. 708) 

Foster says that the ANLC “was handicapped by sec- 
tarianism— by writing too ‘left’ a program for the 
masses.” Foster also maintains that the ANLC encoun- 
tered “strong opposition” from the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Colored People and the 
National Urban League. 

On the eve of the organization of the ANLC, Lovett 
Fort* Whiteman announced, with pride and obviously 
gross exaggeration, that — 

Each day, everyone promoting the American Negro 
Tabor Congress notes a growing uneasiness in the 
ruling class of this country in contemplation of the 
coming American Negro Labor Congress. ( Daily 
Worker, October 7, 1925, p* 3) 

The Communist Internatioal (a mere euphemism for 
the Kremlin ) kept a watchful eye on the American Com- 
munist Party and all the little sputniks revolving around 
it. The American Negro Labor Congress, insignificant 
** ii vtiis, did not escape the attention of the Musovite 
bosses of the American Communists. 

Tr * J resolution of October 26, 1928, three years after 
the launching of the sputnik known as the ANLC, the 
Communist International said: 

The American Negro Labor Congress continues to 
exist only nominally. Every effort should be made to 
strengthen this organization as a medium through 
which we can extend the work of the Party among 
ibe jN'egro masses and mobilize the Negro workers 
under our leadership. ( The Communist Position on 
the Negro Question, p. 59) 

The directives of the Communist International for 
the American Communist Party were supervised and 
enforced on the scene by a personal representative of 
the Communist International. In 1928, one of these 
agents of the Comintern in the United States was John 
Pepper. Benjamin Gitlow identifies Pepper in the fob 
lowing words: 

A commander of the Hungarian Red Army in 
j y i *y, ac had fled to Russia after the overthrow of the 

c - an Soviet Republic and along with Bela Kun 

became an important functionary of the Comintern. 
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In Hungary his name had been Josef Pogany; he came 
to America as John Pepper. (J Confess, p. 136) 

In a pamphlet entitled American Negro Problems, 
published by Workers Library Publishers in 1928, John 
Pepper wrote concerning the ANLC, as follows: 

The American Negro Labor Congress which is still 
very weak, must be reorganized and activized. The 
Communists working within this organization should 
try to make it serve as an intermediary mass organ- 
ization, as a medium through which the Party can 
extend its work among the Negro masses and mobilize 
the Negro workers under its leadership, (emphasis 
in original; p. 15) 

When the sputnik named American Negro Labor 
Congress petered out, it was brought down and a new 
one was launched. 

James W. Ford, twice vice-presidential candidate on 
the Communist Party ticket, records that the frank 
inti -religious position of the American Negro Labor 
Congress was one of the reasons for its failure. In his 
book, The Negro and the Democratic Front , published 
in 1938, Ford wrote: 

1 recall particularly the strict and unyielding atti- 
tude taken by the leaders of the American Negro 
Labor Congress toward religion. This attitude pre- 
vented the Congress from becoming a mass influence 
among church people. At an A. N. L. C. meeting in 
Chicago, 1926, composed of a large number of re- 
ligious people, a leader of the organization in the 
course of his remarks, said: ‘To hell with religion; 
damn the church.” (p. 82) 

Ford then told how the Communist Party changed 
its tactics and made dupes of church organizations and 
religious people: 

But today in the National Negro Congress church 
organizations and religious people work co-operatively 
with non-church people. Our Negro Communists are 
fraternizing with church people in order to organize 
them in the struggle for Negro liberation, (ibid, p. 
82-83) 

Ford’s meaning is crystal clear: the Communists 
adopted a policy of tactical silence with respect to their 
basic contempt for, and hostility toward, religion and 
the churches — a policy which continues today. 

The last convention of the American Negro Labor 
Congress was held in St. Louis in November, 1930, 
where, by unanimous decision, the name was changed 
to the League of Struggle for Negro Rights, (ibid, 
p. 83) 

League of Struggle for Negro Rights 

Immediate successor to the American Negro Labor 
Congress, the League of Struggle for Negro Rights was 
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the same old sputnik with a new name. The names of 
Communist sputniks have had a way of wearing out 
and, when they do, the Party thinks up new names in 
order to seduce new followers. Thus, the American 
League Against War and Fascism became the American 
League for Peace and Democracy when the new united- 
front line was adopted after the Seventh World Con- 
gress of the Communist International in 1935 During 
World War II, the Young Communist League metamor- 
phosed into American Youth for Democracy on October 
1 7, 1 943 — same convention, same officers, same revolu- 
tionary objectives. Later on, the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare became the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund in 1947 — same officers, same address, 
same telephone number, same publication (Southern 
Patriot), and same Communist objectives. 

There was no attempt to conceal the Communist Par- 
n , fnnfrni nf the League of Struggle for Negro Rights. 
Among the national council members of the organiza- 
tion were such high functionaries of the Communist 
Party as William Z. Foster, Earl Browder, James W. 
Ford, Robert Minor, Benjamin J. Davis, Harry Hay- 
wood, Cyril Briggs, Clarence Hathaway, Irving Potash, 
Louis Weinstock, Israel Amter, Claude Lightfoot, and 
Abr.ci W. berry (of the Highlander Folk School scmi- 
u - i Land, and Freedom: A Program for 

Kegro Liberation, published by the League of Struggle 
for Negro Rights New York, 1933, p. 44-46) 

i-ngston Hughes was president of the League of 

Sirut'pfe for Negro Rights. 

;n a Program for Negro Liberation , the LSNR re- 
-v ird :be doctrine of Negro nationhood: 

V»u- proclaim before the whole world that the 
; - r( Negroes are a nation — a nation striving 
-si.rd manhood but whose growth is violently re- 
i.irdeu and which is viciously oppressed by American 
^Y‘ : *' ni. The program here presented outlines 
he oniv course of action which guarantees the de- 
velopment of the American Negroes to full nation- 
hood. which will elevate them to that rightful place 
of equality before ail and subservience before none, 
(ibid, p. 7-8) 

M ;- p r,; £ r anj oi the LSNR also reiterated the Com- 
m<*r,Ki demand?: for confiscation of the property of the 

Sivifherr} whiter: 

p ,’ T - 0 f Struggle for Negro Righ s therefore 
,] " r r * ^ the confiscation without compensation of the 
dh ’ 1 ‘he bjg landlords and capitalists in the South 
and its distribution among the Negroes and white 
smYi farmers and sharecroppers, (ibid, p. 10 ) 

i-: L 3 Report of the Central Committee to the Eighth 
f>n\c :uori of the Communist Party, held in Cleveland, 
Ohio, April 2-8, 1934, Earl Browder said: 



A more broad and all-inclusive organizational form 
for the Negro liberation struggles is the League of 
Struggle for Negro Rights. This should embrace in 
its activities all of the basic economic organizations 
of Negro and white workers standing on the program 
of Negro liberation, and further unite with them all 
other sections of the Negro population drawn to- 
wards this struggle, especially those large sections of 
the petty-bourgeoisie, intellectuals, professionals, who 
can and must be won to the national liberation cause. 
The L. S. N. R, must, in the first place, be an active 
federation of existing mass organizations; and second- 
ly, it must directly organize its own membership 
branches composed of its most active forces and all 
supporters otherwise unorganized. The present be- 
ginnings of the L. S. N. R. and its paper, The Liber- 
ator, which with only a little attention have already 
shown mass vitality, must be energetically taken up, 
and spread throughout the country. ( Communism in 
the United States, 1935, p. . 9) 

Browder’s grandiose conception of the LSNR was a 
piece of typical Communist wishful thinkin g. The 
LSNR gave way to the National Negro Congress in 
1936. 

National Negro Congress 

The fact that the Communist Party was preparing to 
launch one of its sputniks , the National Negro Congress, 
was noisily proclaimed long before it was sent revolving 
around the Party. 

The very suggestion that the National Negro Congress 
be launched was made by the Negro Communist leader, 
James W. Ford. In his book, The Negro People in 
American History, William Z. Foster writes: 

This broad movement (the National Negro Con- 
gress), which operated in the tradition of the historic 
Negro people’s conventions, had been suggested two 
years before by James W. Ford, in a debate with 
Oscar de Priest and Frank Crosswaith. (p. 488) 

The Party Organizer of March, 1935, let it be known 
ihai the Communist Party was laying careful plans to 
launch the National Negro Congress. This was almost 
one year before its plans came to fruition. The Party 
Organizer , in publishing excerpts from a report to one 
of the plenums of the Communist Party, said: 

In connection with the question of the united front 
on the Negro question — if we work properly now 
and see that we must penetrate these organizations 
(the churches, the National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, etc.) there is the pos- 
sibility of building up a National Negro Congress on 
a broad united front basis. We had a discussion 
about this conference in the N. Y. District (of the 
Communist Party) in which we discussed the Negro 
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question, and the possibility of a National Negro 
Congress. If we make the proper orientation, we will 
be able to build the biggest Congress of Negro people 
ever held. It means patient work in (non-Commun- 
ist) Negro organizations, (p. 21) 

It is obvious that the Communist Party had even 
selected the name of the new sputnik a year in advance 
of its launching. 

In a condensation of Gunnar Myrdal’s An American 
Dilemma, Arnold Rose says that “the National Negro 
Congress grew out of a conference in the spring 0 f 
1935 held at Howard University under the joint auspices 
of its Division of Social Sciences and of the Joint Com- 
mittee on National Recovery.” ( The Negro in America , 
p. 262) This joint conference at Howard University was 
held in May. The Party Organizer of March, 1935, 
quoted above, is a documentary refutation of the paren- 
tage of the National Negro Congress as given in Arnold 
; condensation of An American Dilemma . 

In a confidential memorandum of the Department of 
Justice, issued for the guidance of the departmental 
heads of the federal government, the Attorney General 
of the United States made the following observation con- 
cerning the National Negro Congress: 

The National Negro Congress, throughout its exis- 
tence, has closely followed the Communist Party lines, 
espousing causes and adopting issues sponsored by 
the Party ... In the field of American foreign policy 
it called rc; united action on the part of the Democra- 
cies (including the Soviet Union) against fascism 
prior to the Russo-German pact of non-aggression, 
but after the signing of the pact assailed the “imperial- 
ist conflict” as having “nothing to do with saving 
and extending democracy.” When the Nazis attacked 
Russia, however, the leaders of the (National Negro) 
Congress advocated all-out aid to the Soviet Union 
and urged immediate entrance of the United States 
into the war on the side of Britain and the Allies. 

Supporting the foregoing view- of the Attorney Gen- 
eral, the Third National Negro Congress meeting in 
Washington, D. C., in April, 1940, adopted the follow- 
ing resolution. 

The National Negro Congress declares that the 
Negro people have everything to lose and nothing to 
gain by American involvement in the imperialist war 
and sharply condemns the Administration for the 
steps it has taken towards involvement and the par- 
tiality it has shown. 

On October 16, 1940, speaking under the auspices of 
the Church League for Industrial Democracy in Kansas 
City, Missouri, Max Yergen (president of the National 
Negro Congress) toed the Communist Party line on the 
subject of the war, in the following words: 



We do not believe we have any business allying 
ourselves with either of the belligerent sides now re- 
sponsible for the war ... It becomes clear that the 
similarities between fascist and imperialist rule are 
numerous and strong. ( Democracy and the Negro 
people Today , p. 9 and 12) 

Max Yergen has since made a clean break with the 
Communist apparatus. 

A. Philip Randolph, president of the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters (AFL), was the first president of 
.he National Negro Congress. He was, in fact, already 
designated as president of the NNC when the new or- 
ganization was first convened in Chicago on February 
14, 1936. The Communist Party had, of course, se- 
lected Randolph for the position. The Party had left 
nothing to chance or the delegates to the Congress. 

On account of illness, Randolph was not present at 
the 1936 sessions of the National Negro Congress. His 
presidential address, prepared before the Congress met, 
was read by Charles Wesley Burton, a Negro lawyer 
from Chicago. 

Randolph’s address was the kind which might well 
have been prepared at Communist Party headquarters. 
With typical soapbox flourishes, Randolph said: 

... the Negro people face a hard, deceptive and 
brutal capitalist order, despite its preachments of 
Christian love and brotherhood. 

What has brought us to this insistent question? The 
answer in brief lies in the (First) World War, the 
sharpening and deepening of capitalist exploitation of 
the workers of hand and brain, the acceleration of a 
technological revolution creating a standing army of 
unemployed, the ripening and maturing of monopoly 
capitalism thru trustification, rationalization and the 
rapid march of financial imperialism, and the intensi- 
fication of racial and religious hatreds, together with 
increasingly blatant and provocative nationalism. 

But the war itself was the effect of a deeper cause 
and that cause was the profit system which provides 
and permits the enrichment of the few at the expense 
of the many . , . (The Official Proceedings of the 
National Negro Congress, 1936, p. 8, 9) 

Randolph paid his respects to the Communist Party’s 
International* Labor Defense. He said: 

Those organizations that are serving on the civil 
rights front effectively for the Negro are the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
and the International Labor Defense, (ibid p. 10) 

In fairness to A. Philip Randolph, and to complete 
the record, it must be pointed out that eventually he 
became disgusted with the Communist domination of 
the National Negro Congress and resigned from its 
presidency. After the meeting of the Third Congress, 
Randolph wrote: 
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... I consider the Communists a definite menace 
and a danger to the Negro people and labor, because 
of their rule or ruin and disruptive tactics in the 
interest of the Soviet Union ... The Congress was 
deliberately packed with Conununists and C* I O 



members who were either Communists or sympa 
thizers with Communists ... F 

I quit the congress because I was opposed to it 
or its officials, expressing sympathy for the Soviet 
Union, which is the death prison where democracy 
and liberty have walked their “last mile” and where 
shocking blood purges wipe out any and all persons 
who express any dissenting opinions from dictator 
Stalin. 

I quit the congress because I saw that the Com- 
munists were firmly in the saddle . . . Their minds 
were already made up when they came there by 
Communists’ manipulations, caucuses, and propa- 
ganda ... I quit the congress because it was not 
iruiy a Negro Congress. (Congressional Record, May 
14. 1940, p. 2944-5 ) 7 

The Communist domination of the National Negro 
Congress was, of course, evident from the beginning to 
anyone sufficiently interested in the evidence. 

Despite the plain truth about the Communists and 
the NNC, it received a boost from Norman Thomas. 
Philip Murray, and Walter White of the N.A.A.C.P.— 
all of whom appeared as speakers at the Second Na- 
tional Negro Congress in October, 1937. 

I he Second National Negro Congress was convened 
in Philadelphia. The NNC officials made arrangements 
for a special train from New York to Philadelphia, 
through World Tourists, a Soviet travel and espionage 
agency. 

In addition to Walter White of the N.A.A.C.P., the 
National Negro Congress was able to attract, as speak- 
ers or sponsors, many other Negro leaders among whom 
were the following: Frederick D. Patterson, president of 
Tuskegee Institute; Rufus B. Atwood, president of Ken- 
tucky State College; John M. Ellison, president of Vir- 
ginia Union University; David D. Jones, president of 
Bennett College; R. O’Kara Lanier, president of Texas 
Southern University; and Jacob L. Reddix, president of 
Jackson State College. 

The National Negro Congress also enlisted as stooges 
the following bishops of Negro churches: Bishop James 
A Bray, Colored Methodist Episcopal; Bishop R. A. 

( arier. Colored Methodist Episcopal; Bishop W. J, 
Wails. African Methodist Episcopal Zion; Bishop R. R. 

African Methodist Episcopal; Bishop W. A. 
Fountain, African Methodist Episcopal; and Reverdy 
C. Ransom, Airican Methodist Episcopal. 

The affiliations of these Negro college presidents and 
Negro bishops indicate that the Communist Party has 




k.j a Jaree measure of success io penetrating the ranks 
oTVegrcT educators and clergymen. 

During the period extending from 1936 to the end 
0 { World War II, the National Negro Congress and the 
Communist Party dropped such slogans as “A Negro 
Republic in the Black Belt” and “The Liberation of 
the Oppressed Negro Nation/* This was in keeping with 
the Communist Party’s new tactical orientation of the 
People’s Front. After World War II, the Communists 
reverted to their basic disloyalty to the United States. 
Communists in the armed forces of the United States 



fought with great zeal in the war 



ar against the Axis Pow- 



ers not out of any loyalty to their own country but be- 
cause their adopted “fatherland,” the Soviet Union, was 
a co-belligerent. 

Following World War II, the National Negro Con- 
gress ar j tjhe Communist Party showed their true 
colors. On June 6, 1946, the NNC addressed a petition 
io the United Nations, requesting that foreign agency 
to conduct an investigation into the oppression of the 
Negro people. 

Communist tactics are always subject to drastic altera- 
tion without notice, but the basic aim of violent revolu- 
tion is never abandoned. 

The National Negro Congress was liquidated in 1947. 
It had served the purposes of the Communist conspiracy 
admirably for almost a decade, but during its later years 
it had become so indelibly stamped as a Soviet sputnik 
that its influence outside the immediate circle of Com- 
munists was rapidly approaching the vanishing point. 

Never discouraged, and always ready to start all over 
again, the Party went on to the launching of new sput- 
niks . 

Southern Negro Youth Congress 

The Southern Negro Youth Congress originated as 
the youth section of the National Negro Congress. Its 
first conference was held in Richmond, Virginia, Febru- 
ary 13-14, 1937, at the Fifth Street Baptist Church. 

The late Edward E. Strong, Communist Party Negro 
leader, was chairman of the youth section of the NNC 
and of the SNYC. 

The SNYC was forced during the era of the People’s 
Front, and its behavior was guided accordingly. At its 
first session, the pastor of the Baptist Church pro- 
nounced an invocation. There was nothing of the 
damu-the-church attitude which had characterized the 
period of the American Negro Labor Congress, al- 
though the Communists were in complete control. 

Speakers at the first conference of the SNYC included 
E. Franklin Frazier, professor at Howard University, 
Mordecai W. Johnson, president of Howard University, 
and Angelo Herndon. 

During the conference, a seminar was devoted to the 
subject, “The Role of the Negro Church in Solving the 
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Social and Economic Problems of Negro Youth.” The 
^ School of 3K. Bfsho^Sg^ ^ * 

^ Rev CE Uni versity, 

L,V^' C u E -,° Ueen ’ P astof of Leigh Street Meth- 
odist Church, also pronounced an invocation. 

At one sessiom of the Richmond conference, W F 
Richardson, of the National Association for the Ad 
vancement of Colored People, presided. The NAACP 
national headquarters had a full-page advertisement in 
vbc souvenir program. 

The SNYC had a Communist affiliate known as the 
Association of YouDg Writers and Artists. The associa 
tion was dedicated to “stimulating and encouraging in- 
dividual and group expression in the fields of an bv 
Negro youth, increasing the means whereby the finest 
cultura contributions of Negro youth may be made 
available to the general public ...” Toward this end, 
the association conducted an essay contest on the sub- 
ject, Avhat is your interpretation of the novel ‘Free- 
dom Road’ by Howard Fast?” 

The secretary of the Association of Young Writers 
and Artists was Louis E. Burnham, Communist Party 
Negro leader who numbered among his later Communist 
activities an instructorship in the Jefferson School of 
Social Science and membership on the board of direc- 
tors of the Southern Conference Educational Fund. 

The honorary members of the Association of Young 
Writers and Artists read like a roster of distinguished 
fellow travelers. Among the honorary members were 
the following: Louis Adamic, Countee Cullen. WEB 
UuBois, Oscar Hammerstein. W. C. Handy, Langston 
Hughes, Canada Lee, Rayford W. Logan, Carey Mc- 
Wilhams, Dorothy Parker, Pearl Primus, and Kenneth 
Spencer. (People's Daily World, Oct. 2, 1944, p. 5) 
James W. Ford rushed back to report to the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party on the Richmond 
conference of the SNYC. (The Negro and the Demo- 
crall if ront ‘ P- 113-119) His enthusiasm was unbound- 
ed. The Communist Party had made a new and deeper 
penetration into the South. 

William Z. Foster has recently made the following 
glowing appraisal of the work and influence of the 
Southern Negro Youth Congress: 

Most important was the united front Southern 
egro Youth Congress . . . Leaders in this organiza- 
tion were Edward Strong, James W. Ford, James 
Jackson, Henry Winston, Louis Burnham, and Esther 
Cooper ... In 1946, when it held its seventh conven- 
* "•: :r. ;!«. oui-oi-tne-way Southern city of Columbia, 
South Carolina, 1,000 delegates were present . . . 
The S.N.Y.C. was the most important movement ever 
conducted by Negro youth. It pioneered many of 



the constructive developments now taking place in 
the South ... (The Negro People in American His- 
tory, p- 486) 

The Southern Negro Youth Congress was liquidated 
in 1948. The days of the People’s Front were over, at 
least for the time being. 

Southern Conference for Human Welfare 

The first big penetration of the Communist Party 
into the South came with the launching of the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare in November 1938. 
The launching took place in Birmingham, Alabama, 
with the blessings of the White House. Eleanor Roose- 
velt was the principal speaker. 

On November 22, 1938, Mrs. Roosevelt, addressing 
the conference said: “The eyes of the world are upon 
us . . - The future of democracy Tests with the nation’s 
youth. Face the question with open minds and above 
all make sure a thing is true before accepting it as true. 
On this alone can we stake our hopes for democracy.” 

( Report of Proceedings of the Southern Conference for 
Human Welfare, p. 29) 

Franklin D. Roosevelt sent a letter to the Birmingnam 
conference, in which he said: "... if you steer a true 
course and keep everlastingly at it, the South will long 
be thankful for this day.” (ibid, p, 2) 

Paul Crouch, John Donovan, James Jackson, Robert 
F. Hall, and Don West — all Communist Party members 
—manipulated the conference from behind the scenes. 
William Z. Foster writes with unusual modesty: “Com- 
munist influence was strong in the S.C.H.W. from the 
start and this was reflected in the advanced program 
it adopted.” (The Negro People in American History, 
p. 487) 

The first president of the SCHW was Frank P. Gra- 
ham, then president of the University of North Carolina. 
Later presidents were John B. Thompson (of the High- 
lander Folk School seminar) and Clark Foreman (now 
director of the Communist-controlled Emergency Civil 
Liberties Committee). Throughout most of its exist- 
ence, which extended down to 1948, James A. Dom- 
browski was administrator of the SCHW. 

The House Committee on Un-American Activities 
had something to do with the liquidation of the SCHW, 
but the decisive factor in its demise was the switch from 
the wartime honeymoon of the Washington-Moscow 
axis to the Cold War. 

Under date of March 29, 1944, the Dies Committee 
dubbed the SCHW a Communist front, and in a special 
report of the Committee on Un-American Activities, 
dated June 12, 1947, the following indictment of the 
SCHW was made: 

Careful examination of its official publication and 
its activities will disclose that the conference is being 
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used in devious ways to further basic Soviet and 
Communist policy. Decisive and key posts are in 
most instances controlled by persons whSse record b 
faithful to the line of the Communist Party and the 
Soviet Union, (p. 1 ) ' 

In a 1954 report, the Senate Internal Security Sub- 
committee reached the following unanimous conclusion: 
The Southern Conference for Human Welfare was con- 
ceived, financed, and set up by the Communist Party in 

,h T 3 ° rgani2ation t0 promote communism 
throughout the Southern States.” (p. V ) 

Southern Conference Educational Fund 

Attention has already been called to the- fact that the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare metamor- 
phosed into the Southern Conference Educational Fund 
in the middle of 1948. In the shift from one name to 
the other, the organization maintained the same head- 
quarters, the same telephone number, the same pubti- 
cation, and the same executive director. 

• Tnc Se “ ate Interna l Security Subcommittee reported 
m 1954 that “an objective study of the entire record 
impels the conclusion that the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, Inc., is operating with substantially 
the same leadership and purposes as a predecessor 
oiganization, the Southern Conference for Human Wel- 
fare. By the same leadership and purposes,” the Sen- 
ate Committee meant that the Southern Conference Edu- 
cational Fund, like the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare, was “a mass organization to promote Com- 
munism throughout the Southern states.” 

Much has already been said about Aubrey Williams 
president, and James A. Dombrowski, executive direc- 
tor, of the Southern Conference Educational Fund It 
may be added that the names of both Williams and 
Oomh/ovvskt were attached to the brief amici curiae 
which was submitted to the United States Supreme 
Court, October, 1955, Term, on behalf of the Com- 
munist Party, U. S. A. Their support of this brief 
omm curiae, written with a typical Communist flair, 
sufficiently reveals the idealogical position of these two 
principal officials of the SCEF. 

As has already been indicated, the Southern Confer- 
ence Educational Fund exerts a commanding influence 
m the South today, and is in the vanguard of the pro- 
Communist integration forces. The principal function 
oi the Southern Conference Educational Fund is to 
serve as a bridge between the Communist Party on the 
one hand and misguided Southern Liberals on the other 
band. In this function, it has been remarkably suc- 
cessful. ; 

National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People 

A special word concerning the NAACP is necessary. 

1 his organization is not a Communist front. 



The NAACP has published a pamphlet by its Assist- 
ant Field Secretary, Herbert Hill, entitled “The Com- 
munist Party — Enemy of Negro Equality.” This pam- 
phlet is a devastating indictment of Communist views 
and tactics on the Negro question. 

In a foreword to the pamphlet by Herbert Hill, Roy 
Wilkins correctly appraises the Communist interest in 
the Negro question, as follows: "Far from being sincere 
about doing something for Negro rights, the Commun- 
ists use the Negro merely as a pawn in the Soviet cam- 
paign against the United States and the western world.” 
v On the other hand, it must be observed that the 
NAACP has been a prime objective of Communist 
penetration and, in numerous instances, prominent in- 
dividuals connected with the NAACP have succumbed 
to the appeals of the Communist-front apparatus. Proof 
that the NAACP has been troubled with the problem of 
Communist penetration is to be found in a resolution 
adopted at the 1956 annual NAACP convention, which 
reads at follows: “As in the past, the Association will 
•mploy every reasonable measure in keeping with demo- 
cratic organizational principles to prevent the endorsers, 
the supporters and defenders of the Communist con- 
spiracy from joining or participating in any way in the 
work of the NAACP.” 

On November 11, 1957, the New York Times re- 
ported that the NAACP bad rejected the membership 
application of Benjamin J. Davis, New York state chair- 
man of the Communist Party, and had declined a gift 
of $50 offered by Davis. 

The foregoing statements and actions of the leaders 
of the NAACP appear to be clear and decisive, but 
they teU only half of the story. The other half of the 
story is that many of the leaders of the NAACP have 
been unusually susceptible to joining, supporting, and 
defending the front organizations of the Communist 
conspiracy. 

The indisputable truth of the matter is that the 
leaders of the NAACP, taken as a whole, have been 
extraordinarily soft toward the Communist conspiracy. 

In the so-called anti-Communist resolution adopted 
at the San Francisco convention in 1956, there would 
appear to be a big loophole in the phrase, “every rea- 
sonable measure in keeping with democratic organiza- 
tional principles.” Obviously, “democratic organization- 
al principles” do not prevent a person from holding high 
position in the NAACP and high position in a Com- 
munist organization at one and the same time. 

Two examples of NAACP officials who are currently 
prominent in the affairs of Communist organizations will 
illustrate the interlocking of the NAACP and the Com- 
munist apparatus. 

Andrew D. Weinberger, a national vice-president of 
the NAACP, is listed as treasurer on the 1957 letterhead 
of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, one of the 
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most active Communist organizations in the United 
States at the present time. 

John Wesley Dobbs, a national vice-president of the 
NAACP, is a member of the board of directors of the 
Southern Conference Educational Fund, the most influ- 
ential Communist organization currently operating in 
the South. Mr, Dobbs was a guest of honor at a 1957 
meeting of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee. 
He was also a signer of the brief amici curiae submitted 
to the U. S. Supreme Court on behalf of the Communist 
Party in the fall of 1955. 

It may be enlightening to give some totals which indi- 
cate the extent to which the top leadership of the 
NAACp has given aid and comfort to the Communist- 
front apparatus. Listed on the current letterheads of 
the NAACP are the names of 236 different national 
officers. One hundred forty-five (or more than 61 per- 
cent ) of these individuals have been involved, in one 
way or another, with Communist enterprises, for a 
grand total of 2,200 affiliations of public record. Forty- 
vvx uicbe NAACP national officers have had one or 
two Communist affiliations; 99 have had 3 or more 
such affiliations; 52 have had 10 or more; and 46 have 
had 15 or more. 

At this point, I present a tabulation of the names of 
the NAACP national officers whose Communist affilia- 
tions number 1 5 or more, together with the number of 
such affiliations for each individual. 

Edward L. Parsons (Protestant Episcola bishop) 108 

Robert W. Kenny (California attorney) 101 

^ r.*i ijij Simpler (Protestant Episcopal clergy- 
man) 75 

Ftr! B Djj-r-son (Chicago attorney) 65 

Rogt;r N. Baldwin (American Civil Liberties Union) 64 

John Howland Lathrop (Unitarian clergyman) 62 

Algernon D. Black (Society for Ethical Culture 



Van Wyvfc Brooks (author) 59 

Freda Kirch wey (editor of The Nation ) 59 

Eleanor Roosevelt 56 

Bartley Crum (San Francisco attorney) 56 

George L. Paine (Protestant Episcopal clergyman)-, 50 

Henry Hitt Crane (Methodist clergyman) 1 46 

Max Lerner (newspaper columnist and professor) 43 

Charming H. Tobias (Methodist clergyman) 43 

James H. Wolfe (chief justice of Utah Supreme 

Court) 43 

Osmond X fraenkel (New York attorney) 41 

Arch h;dd V uLeish (poet and university professor) 38 

A phn:- p udolph (labor union president) 38 

Frank P (university president, ex-U. S- 

senator; , 37 

G. Bromley Oxnam (Methodist bishop) 36 

John Haynes Holmes (Unitarian clergyman) 35 

W L Wails (Methodist bishop) 34 



Reinbold Niebuhr (clergyman and theological 

professor) 34 

Roscoe Dunjee (Oklahoma newspaper editor) 33 

Benjamin E. Mays (college president and clergyman) 31 

Edwin McNeill Poteat (Baptist clergyman) 30 

George S. Counts (university professor) 29 

William Lloyd Imes (Presbyterian clergyman) 29 

Rufus E. Clement (university president and 

clergyman) 27 

Lewis S. Gannett (newspaper columnist) 26 

Oscar Hammerstein II (theatrical lyrics writer) 25 

John Hammond (businessman) 23 

S. Ralph Harlow (college professor and clergyman) 23 
Henry W. Hobson (Protestant Episcopal bishop) — 23 

Albert Sprague Coolidge (university professor) 22 

Edward L. Young (physician) 22 

Hubert T. Delany (New York attorney) 20 

Horace M. Kallen (educator) 20 

Albert C. Dieffenbach (Unitarian clergyman) 19 

Frank Kingdon (Methodist clergyman) 19 

Loren Miller (Los Angeles attorney) 19 

Norman Thomas (socialist leader) 19 

Albert E. Barnett (theological professor, clergyman) 16 

H. Claude Hudson (Los Angeles educator) — 15 

Henry Smith Leiper (Presbyterian clergyman) 15 

Below are given the names of a number of Communist 
organizations (selected at random) and under each 
organization the names of the NAACP national officers 
who have been affiliated with it: 



African Aid Committee 



EarJ B. Dickerson 
George L. Paine 
Stephen G31 Spottswood 



Benjamin E. Mays 
Harry T. Penn 
W. L Wails 



American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born 



Roger N. Baldwin 
Algernon Black 
Van Wyck Brooks 
George S. Counts 
Earl B Dickerson 
Frank P. Graham 
Henry W. Hobson 
William Lloyd Imes 
John Howland Lathrop 
Max Lemer 
Arthur J. Mandell 
Reinhold Niebuhr 
Edward L. Parsons 
Guy Emery Shipler 
w J. wails 



Viola W. Bernard 
Jane M. Bolin 
Rufus E. Clement 
Henry Hitt Crane 
Osmond K. Fraenkel 
S. Ralph Harlow 
John Haynes Holmes 
Robert W. Kenny 
W. Appleton Lawrence 
Archibald MacLeish 
Benjamin E. Mays 
George L. Paine 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
Charming H. Tobias 
James H. Wolfe 



American Crusade to End Lynching 

Bartley Crum W. J. Walls 

Oscar Hammerstein, II Lloyd Garrison 

Benjamin E. Mays Robert W. Kenny 

G. Bromley Oxnam 
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American League for Peace and Democracy 



Roger N. Baldwin 
Morris L. Ernst 
Lewis S. Gannett 
William Lloyd Imes 
Max Lerner 
A Philip Randolph 
Guy Emery Shipler 
Roy Wilkins 



Van Wyck Brooks 
Osmond K. Fraenkel 
Frank P. Graham 
Robert W. Kenny 
Reinhold Niebuhr 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
Charming H. Tobias 
L. Bradford Young 



American Youth Congress 



Roger N. Baldwin 

Mrs. Samuel McCrae Cavert 

Earl B. Dickerson 

Max Lerner 

A Philip Randolph 

Guy Emery Shipler 



Norman Thomas 
Algernon D. Black 
George S, Counts 
John Howland Lathrop 
Archibald MacLeish 
Eleanor Roosevelt 



George N. Shuster 



Citizens Emergency Conference for interracial Unity 



Algernon U. black 
Harry Bragg 
Hubert T. Delatiy 
Osmond K. Fraenkel 
John A. Morsell 
C. B. Powell 
Guy Emery Shipler 



Channing H. Tobias 
Jane M. Bolin 
Maurice A. Dawkins 
Harry Emerson Fosdiek 
Max Lemer 
Myles A. Paige 
Jawn Sandifer 



Gedge N. Shuster 



Civil Rights Congress 



Fan B. Dickerson 
James Hinton 



. . t\ r. enny 

bei:jaj/..fj E. Mays 
} '".}7- McNeill Poteat 



Rufus E. Clement 
Roscoe Dun jee 
H. Claude Hudson 
Arthur J. Mandell 
Edward L. Parsons 
James H. Wolfe 



Communist Party Schools 



B.^nlev Crum 
v ? t | n 'Nrkerson 

0 'iii 1 ' J K Fraenkel 

1 or;- i Miller 



Hubert T. Delany 
Albert C. Dieffenbach 
Robert W. Kenny 
Edward L. Parsons 



Council on African Affairs 



Algernon D Black 

’ T -.U T>, 1', J--^ 



Ro^ot- Dun jet 
'Vi]! ' sin I * Tines 
("hnnninsi H. Tobias 



Jane M. Bolin 
Earl B. Dickerson 
John Hammond 
Arthur B. Spingarn 
Robert C. Weaver 



rqency Civil Liberties Committee 



Ilcnr w Hi:: Crane 
Farl ft Dickerson 
W. Kenny 

_ iji , » Redding 



Andrew D. Weinberger 
Hubert T. Delany 
John Wesley Dobbs 
Edwin McNeill Poteat 
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End Jim Crow in Baseball £e*i 



Algernon D. Black 
John Howland Lathrop 
Eleanor Roosevelt 



Oscar Hammerstein, II 
C, B. Powell 
Channing H. Tobias 



International Labor Defense 



Roger N. Baldwin 
Roscoe Dun jee 
Frank P. Graham 
William Lloyd Imes 
John Howland Lathrop 
Arthur J. Mandell 
George L. Paine 
A. Philip Randolph 
Channing H. Tobias 



Earl B. Dickerson 
Osmond K. Fraenkel 
Oscar Hammerstein, II 
Robert W. Kenny 
Archibald MacLeish 
Benjamin E. Mays 
C. B. Powell 
Lillian Smith 
Ruth Weyand 



National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax 



Rufus E. Clement 
Frank P. Graham 
Mordecai W. Johnson 
G. Bromley Oxnam 
A. Philip Randolph 



Channing H. Tobias 
Harry Emerson Fosdiek 
Henry W. Hobson 
Robert W. Kenny 
Edward L. Parsons 



Eleanor Roosevelt 



Nations! Federation for Constitutional Liberties 



Algernon D. Black 
Rufus E. Clement 
Henry Hitt Crane 
Osmond K. Fraenkel 
Frank P. Graham 
S. Ralph Harlow 
Henry W. Hobson 
Carl B. Johnson 
Freda Kirchwey 
Max Lerner 
Arthur J, Mandell 
James J. McClendon 
G. Bromley Oxnam 
Edward L. Parsons 
Sidney R. Redmond 
Arthur B. Spingarn 
Willard S. Townsend 



Van Wyck Brooks 
Albert Sprague Coolidge 
Bartley Crum 
Lloyd Garrison 
Harry J. Greene 
Harrison Hires 
William Lloyd Imes 
Mordecai W. Johnson 
John Howland Lathrop 
Alfred Baker Lewis 
Benjamin E. Mays 
Karl A. Menninger 
George L. Paine 
Edwin McNeill Poteai 
Guy Emery Shipler 
Channing H. Tobias 
James H. Wolfe 



National Negro Congress 



Mrs. Ernest Alexander 
Ralph J. Bunche 
H. Claude Hudson 
Robert W. Kenny 
Loren Miller 
Henry Lee Moon 
Tarea H. Pittman 
Louis L. Redding 
Norman Thomas 



Jane M. Bolin 
Earl B. Dickerson 
Sidney A. Jones, Jr. 
Alfred Baker Lewis 
L. Pearl Mitchell 
T. G. Nutter 
A. Philip Randolph 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
J. M. Tinsley 



Kooen c. weaver 
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Southern Conference Educational Fund 


Albert E. Barnett 


C. Austin Whittier 


Rufus E. Clement 


Daisy Bates 


John Wesley Dobbs 


Earl B. Dickerson 


Roland B. Gittelsoho 


Roscoe Duajee 


John Hammond 


Amos T. Hall 


Westley W. Law 


Mordecai W. Johnson 


C. Herbert Marshall 


Arthur J. Mandell 


James M. Nabrit, Jr. 


Benjamin E. Mays 


T. G. Nutter 


Reinhotd Niebuhr 


Louis L. Redding 


Harry T. Penn 


Eleanor Roosevelt 


Frederick E. Reissig 


W. J. 


Walls 


Southern Conference 


for Human Welfare 


Rufus E. Clement 


John Wesley Dobbs 


Roscoe Dunjee 


Frank P. Graham 


James Hinton 


Mordecai W. Johnson 


Freda Kirchwey 


Benjamin E. Mays 


A. Philip Randolph 


Frederick E. Reissig 


Eleanor Roosevelt 


Lillian Smith 


^icpiizr. Ciii bpouswood 


Channing H, Tobias 


Southern Negro 


Youth Congress 


Rufus E, Clement 


Roscoe Dunjee 


Oscar Hammerstein, II 


Mordecai W. Johnson 


A. Philip Randolph 


Eleanor Roosevelt 


A fth’S** D Scores 


J. M. Tinsley 


Testimonial Dinner in Honor of Ferdinand C. Smith 


Hubert T> Delany 


Robert C. WtaveT 


Freda Kirchwey 


Roscoe Dunjee 


Channine H. Tobias 


Myles A. Paige 


Willard S, Townsend 



unncu itcyr u «nu ^mcrvi vciurins or nmvnva 

Roscoe Dunjee Benjamin E. Mays 

Robert W. Kenny 

W. E. B. DuBois Testimonial Sponsoring Committee 






Van Wyck Brooks 
Henry Hitt Crane 
Roscoe Dunjee 
Benjamin E. Mays 

F'fctlerick E Reissig 



James H. Wolfe 
W. Montague Cobb 
Earl B. Dickerson 
Mordecai W. Johnson 
George L. Paine 
W. J. Walls 
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Your letter postmarked September 26, 1958, 
with its enclosures, has been received and the motive 
which prompted your communication is appreciated. 



In the event you secure any additional 
data which you believe to be of Interest to this 
Bureau, you may desire to communicate directly with 
the Special Agent in Charge of our Memphis Office 
located at 1104 Sterick Building, Memphis 3, 
Tennessee. 
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1 - Memphis 
NOTE TO 



MAILED 11 

OCT 2 -1958 

COMM-FBl 



(Enclosure) 



Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 






SAC. MEMPHIS : 



HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^jaLBYJHi 




Enclosed is a copy of correspondents 
communication. Bufiles reflect that correspondent 
wrote to the Bureau on 3-21-52 in a vague and nonspecific 
manner advising he would write again to the Bureau. ~ 

The receipt of his letter was acknowledged and he 
was requested to contact your office if he had any 
information within the Bureau’s jurisdiction. Copies 
of this correspondence were furnisheif your office. 



Jnc* 




MAIL. ROOM □ 



*P (N0TE 

_ers 

4) (SEE NOTE ON YELLOW r< P AGE 2) 

> AARCT 9 1358 , 

D* 



SAC CdJfrlNTJEP .QN PAGE 2) 
ON YEL 

80 OCT 9 





|/|V 





NOTE TO SAC. MEMPHIS CONTINUED ;' 



* >v; v .t. ./* , f 



Correspondent enclosed with his letter a 
copy of the pamphlet "Communism and the NAACP" which, 
contains tesxlr.ony^ ’/presented by Dr. J. B. Mathews 
at a public hearing of the Florida Legislation . . 
Investigation Committee at Tallahassee, Florida, on 
2-10-58. The pamphlet bears a notation that it is 
published by the J^orgia. Commission 4 >n Education, 

220 Agriculture Bu\lding, 19 Hunter Street, Southwest, 
Atlanta 3, Georgia.\The pamphlet -deals primarily ' 
with CP programs regarding the "befprO question? 

CP program to infiltrate noncommunist organizations 
and various CP satellite organizations "launched ; 
by the Communist Party especially for Negroes.", 

It further indicates that while the N’AACP "is not a ’, 
communist front" the leaders of the NAACP "taken as V-- 
a whole, have been extraordinarily soft towards 
the communist conspiracy. " (105-52615) 



t-r 






Correspondent also enclosed a four-page 
folder printed by the Georgia Commission on . 
Education which rebated to the Labor Day,(W57, 
meeting held at th^Highlander Folk School (HFSX, 
Monteagle. Tennessee; • = - — - 




The above material has been afforded 
extremely wide circulation particularly throughout 
the South and has previously been brought to the -/■ 
attention of the Bureau as well as to your office. 

The IIFS due to its interracial character has been the 
subject of numerous past allegations that it represents - 
the headquarters for communism in eastern Tennessee. 

These allegations, however, have never been substantiated. 

v - ' W -- ’ (61-7511-210) 

.... . This data is furnished for your information. , 



NOTE ON YELLOW 





•••• Correspondent advised there has been a 

: lot of talk about the HFS and that it is a communist • 

school. He states he knows hothiiig about it but the 
Bureau "can tell more when you read this paper." 
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ASHEVILLE, N.C. 



Mr. Tolsou_ 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Mohit— 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. i 
Mr. Trutter_ 
Mr. W.C.SuIl 

Tele. Romm 

Mr. Hollpmai 
Aliss ®a*dy_ 



December 23 , 195 & 



hr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
V’ashington , D.C. 



Dear Dr. Hoover:- 



' O 



A publication entitled "Highlander Folk School" 
has reached my desk, it was sent out by tKe the o rg 1 aTomml SS1MI 
on Education, Atlanta, and discusses what it calls the Communist 
traininr school at Font eagle, Tenn, 

If there is such a communist undertaking there, 
it is a matter of public concern. I join in that concern. » 

This is to inquire if you have any specific / * 
information on the school. I’d appreciate hearinr from you. 



I am 



Uith thanks and the good wishes of the season, 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ^ 
DATE ■! 






Sincerely yours, 




Rtt- 28 



61 - ? 



fU JAN 8 1959 



•Ua.I (jl hfW r 



Jn<- 
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December 31, 1958 



its rn7s»« Tr rt> 

EEKF”JJ 13 AssrFiSD 
JTH2TJJ SHORE 

ALL INFORMATION C0NTAINE8 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
T 



alfflS 



I have received your letter of December 33, 1958, 
and appreciate the laterest which prompted you to write me. I am 
instructing one of my representatives in your area to contact you 
in the near future relative to your inquiry. 

* 

It was thoughtful of you to extend your Season's 
*tngs, and you have my very best wishes for every possible 
ss during the New Tear. 



i 1959 



- F~*c}osures 



Sincerely yours, 

Zt Xdgar Hooves 










g|| 
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1 is supported primarily by donatic 
Afcor. unions, offers courses of instruction in labor 
' iiujmics and the general field has had 

. . ^.-'f^and hJuaipflowed the practice ef securing communist 

v'A'V •*' ofmreo ^irsed of Instruction in communism nor 

tided totfecft of this schoolpChie to its 

* **- tt has beaaihe Subject ef many past allegations, 

r > Qft?rtnrrrrvftt % ‘Ubstantiated, that it represents the headquarters for 
-vyflr lUtn HAL 'eanessee. (NOTE CONT"D ON NEXT PAGE) 

..." ^6 1959 , , 
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NOTE CONTIN u 



CONFJ&ENTIAU 
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xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
F01PA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 




Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



[ZTd 



Deleted under exemption* s) 
material available for release to you. 






with no segregable 



[Zl Information pertained only to a third party with no referenc e to you or the subject of your request. 

1 I Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

I I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) „ 

. ___ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Pagets) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reasonts): 



I I For your information: 






following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



'ho following number is to be usee 

M-ns n- 23 



9 



xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
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Mr. * \ 

Mr. Tarn a. 

Mr. Trover... 
v;.c.Suiii 

Room.„„ 

j»mr: 

MAAGanAyJ 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . v 

Washington, D.C. OAT F RY .TPROT-^ 

Dear Mr. Boover, 

I have just finished reading your great book, Meters of deceit, and feel that my 
congratulations to you on your wonderful work are long overdue .You and your organi- 
zation are our greatest assest in our fight on communism. I am greatly disturbed by 

*>vAnts taking place all over our country and particularly in Alabama* 

» 

The northern liberals have made the situation in Montgomery a cause celebae and 
Martin Luther King andther Ghqndi. The people there haye been extremely tolerant of 
his activities and the restraint that most of them have shown is to be admired. The 
situation here in the South is fast becoming intolerable and the ones of us who have 
always considered ourselves moderates and have tried to help the negro progress (in 
the framework of his own society) are becoming alarmed* 

last year I received a copy of a set 
of pictures made by a^photographer from Georgia who went to the Labor Day weekend work- 
shop at the notoriou8~'Highlander Folk School at Monteagle* I am sure you have a'Qpy 
of the same report >ftiich was sent to me by the Attorney General of Alabama. AH of the 



negroes, or most of them, who have been leaders in the racial troubles here, were there, 

/ Eosa'S^rks of the Montgomery bus boycott, M.Lv^jLng, Gomillion of Tuskegee Institute^ and ^ 

./ /T ’’ 3 ifc 

t.j-Tjr was sitting next to Abne^kfierry. Peopl^^pe bound to take on the color of their A 

associates and in this case it is decidedly redl^ 



associates and in this case 



There are very few people in the United ^States who have any idea what the High- 



lander Folk School is or what it is doing* The northern 






their rabid desire 



for the negro vote nave eviaentiy overiooKea tne rea influence in the negro movement or 



have chosen to igaore it* 

^ , s'?* /rrr*— - r 
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I have been told by a reliable county official at Tuskegee that out of the known conn 
munists in Alabama, about two-thirds of them are at the Institute* I am sure that you know 
the correct figures but it is distressing to know that communist doctrine is being taugfct 
to the colored youth of^state, The Institute is the darling of the liberals as well as the 
NAACP, and they and the northern press attack^ the South for our stand on integration on 
one hand while they cover up their own racial faults with the other* 

My frustration knows no bounds when I see communism creeping so cleverly into every 
facet of our lives and people so indifferent fl^rifewBtxiMddaddMKBnriK to it or so ignorant* 
Again, my congratulations to you for your excellent work in trying to edtcAe our people 
to the dangers of subversion* 

Sincerely, 





f 
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GGNftBENTWt: 



co/.^y 



January 0, 1950 



& / - ?«/ 



m 



iltXt F- r ?f'TVtTr\rr 

mvrjy I? T vri- 

EXCtFT WHEIi£ SHQWg 
OJH£RWISB«. ... 



^ ~7C*^ Dear 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN S UNCLASSIFIED x 

DATE -3 £L£* B YcYPg erdcw 



C wss39< 






Declssssf 




J 



co r vi - fK«’ 



Yoar letter was received on January 5> 
1959, and 1 certainly appreciate your kind comments 
about ’’Masters of Deceit” and our efforts in combating 
communism. Thank you very much for giving me the 
benefit of your views.feciioniiig to racial charters kt- vdfar 



Sincerely yours. 



Jw £d£ar_ Hooves 



& 7(- 



*-n i 

m 

CP £ 

v^/4 



1 jW 

* 1 , . J 




NOTE. Bufiles contain no record on HicrhianHov 

J 01 ^ 80 * 10 ^ 1 ' m ®ntioned in her letter; is suppled primarily by 

iZruT r, L ndiVidual8 and labor unions atfd Offers course! of 
I! ln 1 ? or ^^zation, social econ6mi& and the general 

“1in d i?° r education ‘ R has ^d CP members staffffrf has 
followed the practice of securing communists as rlV^is 

.never offered courses of instrur.Haniin PAm mimi iL n 



t\ a i b jns 



>ver offered courses of Ins^ucUo^n 

Fontro^tfs Nation 



^ver succeeded in gaining fcontro^Sl 
-character, it has been the subject 'Of i 
^presents the headquarters for corn i*V 
These allegations have neverJfJteVn sut 



W allegations that It re- 
m in Eastern Tennessee. 



*oa t u B o„X . f X -I? t»ucceeaea in gaining Control# this %chboiJR7DueHo Vts intp 
C" AfcfiG , -character, It has been the subiec^f 

• ^n ese allegations have never^Vh substantiated. (61-7511-210) 
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V" 



SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 



SUBJECT: HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 

IS - C 
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J The Knoxville Office received through the mail the 

^closed literature which Lb described as follows: 



Letter dated January 1959^a&^reSTSed to "Dear Friem 
and signed MYLESJEORTON, with a 3 X 5 card for 
soliciting of futfds for the Highlander Folk School 
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Bureau. 



A Highlander report dated 10/1/57 to 9/30/58 

The above is being furnished for the information of the 




BUREAU (ENCLS. 
KNOXVILLE 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE JUhu r 
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TENNESSEE 



January, 1959 



Dear Friend: 

Mrs. Mary Davis has been calling every day about a Literacy and 
Citizenship School for her people. On three of the Sea Islands other 
Highlander students are giving guidance to their neighbors in reading 
so they can qualify for voting in South Carolina. S i milar appeals 
repeatedly come from Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi. 

The people who turn to Highlander after doing what they can to 
help themselves, would turn directly to you if you were known to them. 
We have gone as far as we can, gladly foregoing salaries when 
necessary, and must pass these requests on to you. 

We are calling on you to do a very special job which only you can 
do. One of the foundations which has made generous grants for the past 
six years has about exhausted its resources and we are faced with the 
immediate and urgent need of making up this loss or curtailing a 
program that should be expanded. 

One supporter has asked fifty personal friends to contribute. Hie 
signed and sent out in his own envelope a letter we mimeographed, a 
piece of Highlander literature, and a business reply envelope addressed 
to Highlander. On most of the letters he added a personal note affirm- 
ing his own support and expressing the hope that they would join him. 
Contributions from his friends came directly to the School and were 
acknowledged by us. Others learning of this plan asked for letters and 
enclosures, and their friends are also responding. 

If you will do likewise, our loss can be replaced with individual 
contributions. Every dollar received can be used directly for 
education, since thanks to you there will be practically no fund 
raising costs. 

This we know iB not an ordinary request but these are not ordinary 
times here in the South, and after all your friends might welcome an 
invitation to share in your and our efforts. Let us know on the 
enclosed card how many letters you can use. We must tell Mrs. Davis 
something soon. 



'f.V 



Sincerely yours. 
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26th ANNUAL REPORT 

Highlander Folk School — Monteagle, Tennessee 



“A Young Man Came to 
Our Mountain . . 

May Justus, Trustee of Highlander Folk School, 
author of 38 children's books of life and legends in the 
r> ~ ' c T.r.J;y Mountains, the latest of which is LET'S 
PLAY AND SING, published by Broadway Press, Nash- 
ville, is also a teacher and honored civic leader. Miss 
Justus lives in the community of Summerfield in which 
the Highlander Folk School is located. Last Spring, the 
cnildren and teachers of Summerfield School dedicated 
their annual to May Justus, “who is loved and cherished 
oy ail wno know her," 

In introducing Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt to people who 
had gathered at Highlander from many southern states 
he^r the former first lady in June, 1958, Miss Justus 

said: 

“We welcome to our mountain top today a person 
who comes to us not as a stranger but as a friend . . . 
This friendship goes back to the time of the great de- 
nression when Mrs. Roosevelt and her husband were in 
die While House and when the New Deal was help and 
hope to us . . . We happened to be one of the poorest 
counties in Tennessee in a material way, and we, who 
are older, remember those days and the blessings that 
Came to us through Mr. Roosevelt's New Deal ... I 
nut sure how many years ago or just at what point 
in the history of Highlander that Mrs. Roosevelt met 
Myles Horton, but I know that it was in the early days 
of its ^niggle. It was while Mr. Roosevelt was getting 
i . v-m- tv., 1 underway that a young man came to our 
mountain who had dedicated his life to the proposition 
that all men should be free and equal in opportunity 
regardless of race or color or creed. He dedicated this 
school to this purpose . , ." 
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TENNESSEE'S OWN MAY JUSTUS 



Mylet Horion, founder «nd director, photographed during Workshop Setiion, 



04 ks gmetiiam . . . listens . . . end respond* to m story of increesiof brotherhood h the Sooth. 
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What Do They Mean When They Talk About Segregation ?" 



Harry Golden, humorist. Editor of the Caro' 
w Israelite, and author of ONLY IN AMER- 
of current best-seller fame, described to 
ighlander's June Workshop participants his 
GOLDEN RULES" for ending segregation 
eluding his "vertical plan," his "white-baby 
an" and his "out-of-order plan." Amidst 
ughtcr and applause for his wit and satire, he 
divered this serious message: 

"What do they mean when they talk about 
cial segregation? Do you think they mean a 
egro child going or not going to a white 
hool? Nonsense. Nonsense. ... It means, 
y friends, death. D E A T H. That is what 
means. Nine Negro women die in childbirth 
i the South to every one white woman who 
es in childbirth. That is what segregation 
earn ... It means death. These are the au- 
.cntic figures: tuberculosis which is Ilth as a 
mse of death among the whites is second as a 
iusc of death among the Negroes. That is what 
means. Racial segregation! Do you know 
.hat an evil that is? It involves death; it in- 
lives people who die when they shouldn't be 
fing. That is what racial segregation is. Don't 
t them kid you about the social classes. The 
egro is not intruding when he moves into a 
:tter neighborhood. He is escaping; he is 
caping from death." 



A “MARK TWAIN" AT HIGHLANDER 




’*1 TOO, WILL SAY THAT THIS WA5 A GREAT EXPERIENCE TO BE AT 
HIGHLANDER FOLIC SCHOOL — SOMETHING I WILL ^LWAYS CHERISH 
AND HOLD DEAR. IT IS A VERY GREAT PRIVILEGE TO BE HERE, said 
Harry Golden, shown speaking to a Highlander audience which he held in rapt attention 
for an hour and 25 minutes. 



MRS. SEPTIMA CLARK. Highlanders Director of Education, pictured seated, intro- 
duccd Editor Golden. 




►ft to right: Fulbright Scholar Francis Mam*, Chairman of the Panel 

iscussion; Mr. Alexander Bannerman, Ghana; Miss Violaine lunod. Union 
South Africa; Miss Sunthone Bilavarn, Laos; Miss Nina Mangravite, 



“So Many Interesting People 
in One Place" 

The United States Department of State sent foreign 
sitors to Highlander in May to learn of the American 
ay-of-life. Highlander presented in panel discussion: Mr. 
lexander Barmerman, Supervisor of Presbyterian Schools, 
hana; Miss Sunthone Bilavarn, Assistant Welfare Director, 
to and, under the auspices of the Phelps Stokes Fund, 
liss Violaine Junod. Union of South Africa. Later, a 
siting professor from India spoke to workshop participants. 

Highlander was happy_to entertain at various times vis- 
ors from England and from Holland who were studying 
lucational methods employed in America, the function of 
rnlth zni welfare agencies, and the work of community 
ganizations, including 4-H Club6. From the Netherlands 
imc a staff member of Volkshogenschool “Allardsoog" 
funded the same year as Highlander Folk School, each 



founded independently of the other, but both schools grow- 
ing out of the needs of the people. In the Netherlands, 
people sometimes refer to "Allardsoog" as the “Highlander 
of Holland" or to Highlander as the "Allardsoog" of 
America. 

Writing later through her interpreter, one foreign visitor 
said, "We both enjoyed our visit so much, and neither of 
us can remember when weVc seen so many interesting 
people in one place!" 

Other Visitors 

Amongst the steady Bow of visitors to Highlander came 
the Putney Graduate School students as they studied the 
South. Problems of integration, rural electrification, conser- 
vation of natural and human resources are concerns of these 
students, on which Highlander helps to shed light. 

National Leaders Commend Highlander . • * 

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Mser. John O'Gridy, Lloyd K. Garri- 
son, and Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt issued a statement on December 
18. 1957, condemning the attempts of Georgia** Governor Griffin, 
“to draw from the serious and fruitful deliberations of Highlander** 
25th Anniversary Celebration sustenance for the efforts of the 
Southern racists to equate desegregation with communism," and 
called on Americans, "to join with us in subscribing to the princi- 
ples of democracy set forth in Highlander's official statement of 
policy." 



The Reverend William J. Faulkner, Minister of The Congre- 
gational Church of Park Manor, Chicago, 111., welcomed Myles 
Horton and Mrs. Septiroa Clark to his pulpit in July where they 
•poke on "Christianity in Action." In thanking the Church's Social 
Action Council for arranging the program, the Church bulletin 
•aid, “These two dedicated, wise and courageous spirits are in them- 
selves proponents of Christianity in Action in our Southland, 
where it often coets one’s job, and sometimes his life to be 
Christian in race -relations.” 
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A Demonstration of Democracy 



Conspicuously Integrated' 




“You are doing a pioneer work here. I know of no other tehoo! just like this 
one. .It is very important at this time that this demonstration of democracy be made. 
We have to prove w« believe in a non-Communist world that is really a democracy’, 
With freedom of opportunity.” v 

— Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt speaking at Highlander, June 17, 1958 



“The shade of dozens of tall trees contrib- 
:d to the beauty of the scene . . . Mrs. 
oseveit made a simple, friendly address . . . 
.e audience listened in perfect silence, even 
: children seemed never to move or utter a 
jnd . . — Zella Armstrong, Hamilton 

•uoty- Hicto'ian, as quoted from . the _ChoiU- _ 
oga \eu>s~Free Press. The headline above 
t picture is quoted from the same newspaper. 



INSHIP AND INTEGRATION, confer 
ces, and special programs were highlighted 
the visit in June of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
, 10 , speaking to a gathering of some 300 peo- 
: from almost every southern state, appealed 
Americans to prove to the world that Democ- 
rv is a wav of life which benefits all people, 
d praised Highlander for making this Dero- 
stratum of Den.o'.tiLCy. 

In November, the THANKSGIVING 
ORKwHOF brought together 73 parents and 
idcnts from newly integrated southern schools. 

THE MINISTERS WORKSHOP, in De- 
mbei, heard Dr. Everett Tilson, Vanderbilt 
vinity Schtxil, give a lecture based on his 
ok, Segregation utid T he Bible. Ministers 
d a group of theological students, preparing 
r rne mini ir> in the South, came to grips 
th this v.tc.l ethical problem dominating the 
uthern scene today: segregation. 

Southern leaders and the Highlander Execu- 
■e Council planned, in January, the aeries of 

ORKSHOFS ON CITIZENSHIP AND IN' 
CGRATION which followed in the spring and 
mnier. 

In March, social workers met with Alice 
:bb. Director of Sociology and Rural Work, 
arritt College, and with Highlander Staff to 
an program for people working with social 
enoes and in tom m unity organizations in the 
iuth. 

Abo in Mifch. the fifth annual COLLEGE 

EEK-END WORKSHOP discussed “Build' 

g j-.v.--**.,! iul All LtgJ *1.1011. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND 5EGRE 
ATION was discussed in the May Workshop, 
ofe«or Franci*- Manis, Fulbright Scholar, and 
r s. Septima Clark, Highlander's Director of 
iucation. were cu-chairmen of this meeting. 

The June Workshop, with emphasis on 
EGISTERING AND VOTING brought to- 
:ther 60 resident participants from seven south' 
n states. 

The July WORKSHOP ON COMMUNITY 
ENVELOPMENT drew people from Charleston 
id from the sea islands oft the coasts of South 
arolma, and from Tennessee seeking and of' 
ring ways of working together to build a 
immunity to meet the needs of its people. 

Adult rummer school students from Tuskegee 
iftimte mer in week-end session at Highlander 
August under the leadership of Mr. C. G. 
omillion. 



PercolflioT or Drip/ 

• In September, Dr. Lewis Jones of Tuskegee, 
chairing a meeting on HUMAN ASPECTS OF 
POPULATION SHIFTS, suggested that the 
emphasis be placed not on migrants as prob- 
lems but on the problems of migrants. 

Many thousands of persons both Negro and 
white are pulling up stakes and moving to vast 
u.ban centers without preparation. What north- 
e.n jonrnalirts call “clannishness” grows out of 
a need for personal acceptance and companion- 
ship, reporting on this meeting to the National 
Conference of Catholic Charities, Myles Horton 
said: 

“We should not seek to impose our unfamil- 
iar institutional ways but instead should encour- 
„ theu: own way*, of doing 

things ... To develop lay leadership close 
to t*ie people will make it possible for people 
themselves to assume responsibility in solving 
their own problems. To borrow an example 
from our morning coffee pot, the percolator, 
rather than the drip method, will encourage 
ideas to circulate from bottom to top and top 
to bottom instead of coming from the top down. ‘ 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

Of the 657 people who participated in the 
1958 workshops and conferences, 259 were 
Negro and 398 white. A majority of the Work- 
shop participants were Negro community lead- 
ers. Ail but 28 persons (approximately 5%) 
were residents of the South. 



Extension Program 

• A WORKSHOP ON REGISTERING AND 
VOTING for Charleston County, S. C., was 
planned and earned out in September by for- 
mer Highlander workshop participants from that 
area with the assistance of Mrs. Clark, High- 
lander's Director of Education. From an East 
Tennessee rural community came visitors whom 
the South Carolinian workshop organizers had 
met when both groups participated in High- 
lander's July Workshop on Community De- 
velopment. 

• JOHNS ISLAND LITERACY SCHOOL 
completed its term in February with a cere- 
mony awarding certificates to students some of 
whom, even over the age of 60, had learned 
to read and write, conduct their own business 
affairs, and qualify to vote under the instruc- 
tion of Highlander Staff Member, Miss Bernice 
Robinson of Charleston. Pictured below is the 
Johns island School in cession. Requests for 
additional literacy schools from nearby islands 
have been received by Highlander. 




Fun and Friendship 






Dr. Van Kennedy, University of California 
Professor, and Mrs. Kennedy, teacher in child- 
parent relationships, directed three weeks of 
happy, healthy, interracial, outdoor camping for 
youngsters, age 9 through 13. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stuart Chapin, experienced in the direction of 
American Friends Service Work-Camps in Mex- 
ico, directed the work -counsel or training pro- 
gram, for young men and women dedicated to 
making a contribution to the South in this time 
of great need. 

“I do want to emphasize,” wrote one parent 
of campers, “what an exceptional job we feel 
all of you folks do at Highlander . . . The 
significance of race instinctively changes from 
THE FACT OF THE MATTER to A MAT- 
TER OF FACT in your beautiful atmosphere 
where ideals are a living norm . . 




HARRY LASKER MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
CELEBRATION in September culminated a 
summer’s work of cataloguing by Miss Jenclle 
Elder, who will return to Highlander next sum- 
mer after a winter of graduate work at Atlanta 
University's School of Library Service. Miss 
Elder worked under the guidance of Mr. Richard 

-<r .. v. ,ii. o.n... 

U 1 lillll, A-IiUA >m>. ul»rib.i>ii. 

Also among Highlander's personnel were Miss 
Clara Brown, graduate of Allen University In 
Columbia, S. C., Miss Felicia Harris, who ob- 
tained her degree from Knoxville College and 
Miss Judith Gregory, who, after a year and a 
half of graduate work in the Woodrow Wilson 
Department of Foreign Affairs at the University 
of Virginia, joined the staff of the Putney Grad- 
uate School prior to coming to Highlander. 

Mikii Fowlkes Marlowe, pictured right in the 
library scene above, a native of Arkansas, be- 
came the School Manager. Mikii and J. D. 
Marlowe with their year old son, Joey, have 
settled on an adjoining farm. 





Highlander Committees 
At Work 

Loyal friend, and Chairman of the High* 
iander Philadelphia Committee, Mn. Alice K. 

* Liveright died in March. In her memory, Mr. 

A, I. Liveright, her husband, and other mem' 

bcrj of her family and friends arc lending 

contributions to Highlander. 

• * • 

Instead of the annual Spring Meeting, the 

Mew York Highlander Committee held a series 
nf parties in homes. Mrs. Septima P. Clark, 
Highlander's Director of Education, told about 
:hc work of the School. In December, Dr. John 

B. Thompson spoke at a meeting arranged by 
he New York Committee, on behalf of the 
Juarantors-for-Highlander Plan. 

« * * 

In California, there are two Highlander Com' 
nit tees in the Bay Area. One in Palo Alto 
is headed by Mrs. Josephine Duveneck; the 
Dthcr, in Berkeley, is headed by Mis. Beth 
Kennedy. 

In a leaflet put out by the Berkeley Com' 
■nittee, Dr, Alexander Meiklejohn, one of Anier' 
ca's great educators, said, 

"Many years ago one of my wisest friends, a 
eacher in ethics, described a prevailing tend- 
rr.cy ir. Asisr bcha.icr in tnc words: ‘Wi 
*ave our principles in public and then waive 
:hem in private. I admire Highlander because 
t « trying to point the way toward the cor* 
retire of that moral delinquency of ours as we 
*ce or evaue uiiucuiues at home and abroad. 

* * • 

The Chicago Highlander Committee held 
parties and meetings throughout the year to 
:xpand Highlander's circle of friends and con- 
ributors and to enlist new Guarantors for 
/Jighiandcr. Dear. B. R. Braxeal, Chairman of 
he Highlander Executive Council, spoke at a 
netting at which a report was made to the 
L; «! » J Guarantors. 



ndions Yearn for Education 




Lilian W. Johnson Memorial 

highlander gratefully accepts the Lilian W. 
Johnson Memorial Cabin purchased by funds 
contributed by friends of Dr. Johnson and 
money left to the School in her will. One of 
the South's great women pioneers in edqptioaaJ 
fields, a founder of one college and president of 
another. Dr. . Johnson in 1932 turned over to 
Myles Horton her roountain'top home which 
today serves as the main building of Highlander 
Folk School. At the age of 90, Dr. Johnson 
wrote from Bradenton, Florida, saying, “What 
Highlander did for me was to accustom me to 
association with people of a class and a race I 
had not known before, except as they served me. 
The industrial worker, ana the Negro became 
personalities in their own right. 1 saw beneath 
externalities, and came to have a better under* 
standing of their problems. This new attitude 
has been a great help to roe in the work here 
of organising our interracial work for a recrea* 
tiooal program for Negro youth ... It is mv 
inspiration and my courage to go forward with 
this Negro work which I have received from 
Highlander . . 

In turn, people who study at Highlander con' 
tinue to gam inspiration and courage from the 
life and works of Dr. Lilian Wycofl Johnson, 
who died in 1956 at the age of 92. 

Community Program 

Aerial view, pictured below, of Highlander 
Folk School shows the 3 acre lake where peo* 
pie of the community and students find enjoy' 
ment and fellowship while fishing, swimming, 
and boating. 




Tax Exemption Restored 




FOLK SINGING, established as a symbol 
of Highlander by the late Zilphia Horton and 
always a source of inspiration, was led by Shelby 
Flint and Guy Carawan. Shelby Flint was in' 
vited by workshop participants to lead singing 
in Charleston, S. C., and at a Methodist Area 
Conference in Orangeburg, S. C., in late sum- 
mer. Pictured above is Guy Carawan with the 
5 string banjo, an instrument which had its 
origin in the Tennessee mountains. 



Bigotry Backfires 

While Mrs. Roosevelt was telling a High- 
lander audience that “people who are trying to 
do something new are very apt to be attacked. 
Some people hate and fear anything new . . 
Governor Marvin Griffin's slick-paper smear of 
Highlander Folk School was backfiring on T. V. 
Williams. Jr., its originator. The following is 
an excerpt from an August 4, 1958, TIME 
MAGAZINE article: 

Somethin* euphemistically called the Geortls Com- 
mission on Education was only a ope-stenof raphe r 
state aaency charted with Ipventic* ant)-iDt*#ratioo 
laws until Redneck Governor Marvin O riffle decided 
that it was meant for bitter thin**. To the un- 
explored office of commission executive secretary, 
he appointed aa ambitious, possum -shaped Atlanta 
lawyer named T V. (for Truman Varan t Williams 
Jr.. IS. Williams soon mulUplied the commission 
staff by tan. moved Into prominent quarters across 
the stmt from the state capltol. He talked the 
lev Islam re Into tivinr him the power of subpoena, 
plenty of money for a dreamy assortment of private- 
aye equipment — loot-lens camera, wiretap recorder, 
pocket mikes, etc. — to sleuth on any citlxen sus- 
pected of dlsatreelnc with white-supremacy dotma 
Find in* Oeorcla too small for his ambition, he tot 
authority to spend taxpayer money publicists* racial 
conditions all over the U. 8. 

Hammerint his stock line that Intel ration of the 
races Is a Communist plot, Williams felt free to: 

• Invade neifhborlnc Tennessee by tendlnt a state 
pbotoirapfarr Into the Hltblander Folk School at 
Monteatle. use the pictures of Its Intearated sessions 
for a slick-paper charge i * 00.000 copies) that It Is 
a “Communist trainlnt center/' 

• Past out 100,000 booklets aimed at provlct that 
N.AJt.C.P. is Red-run. 



Myle* Horton introduce? Chief Horace Rid- 
ught of the Choctaw Nation to Mrs. FDR 

. it K who— they di.-cu.-5 educational needs of 
Mu :.i:nppi Indiana. 

Hollander's own Indian Markings on the 
ia;urai stone porc'n of the main building, 

. ;^h'. be pre- Cherokee by University of 
:-rrS'*'*lori«r' were photographed re* 
l t.; . t' f a hi,: in. -or. (an institute researcher. 



We are glad to announce that on ‘December 
18, 1957, the Internal Revenue Service con- 
firmed its previous ruling that the Highlander 
Folk School is entitled to exemption from Fed- 
eral income tax and that contributions made to 
Highlander are deductible for income tax pur- 
poses. 

Wanted: 1 00 New Guarantors 



• Broadcast leaflets reorintint an American Lesion 
attack on the Southern Res ions.) Council, respectable, 
old-line Atlanta Interracial atency. 

• Mall lctallstlc pamphlets In support of Arkansas' 
Racist Governor Orval Faubui to 30,000 Little Rock 
voters on the eve of their tub emtio rial primary. 

• As lien his photo trapber to sneak pictures to the 
Episcopal Cathedral's Hall of Bishops In Atlanta, 
where pastors and church ladles fathered for an 
Integrated met tins of the Oeortla Council of Churches. 
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Financial Statement 
Summary 

'fiiL.itinder Folk School ended the fiscal 
year September 30, 1958, with an oper* 
■ z * :rd d:ri: f 34. Total Re- 

: wi. u. 3 1 14,279.86 and 

cxi.civ-e? for the >car were $77,397.43. 
(signed) “Harry V, Herrell 

Certified Public Accountant 
Tennessee Certificate #1137." 

Part of this year's income was used to 
make up last year's deficit. A complete 
4- i -••jit be mailed upon 



The Guarantors Committee which grew out 
of last year's 25th Anniversary Celebration has 
secured 160 Guarantors for Highlander. The 
Committee was formed to provide Highlander 
with a minimum monthly operating budget of 
$2,000 by enlisting 200 people who would 
pledge at least $10 a month. The Committee 
members are: 

Of. John B. Thompson, Chairman. Mrs. WHiUm Wald- 
man, Treasurer, SJ5 Contral Aw nut, Wilmette, Illinois, 
Of. and Mrs. Abraham Barter. Chattanoota. Tennessee. 
Mrs. Sarah Patton Boyle. Charlottesville. Virginia. Dun 
B. t. Brutal. Atlanta, fctorila. Mrs. Josephine Owen- 
act, Los Altos, California. Of. George M. Guest, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. Or. John Mope It. Mashvllie, Tennessee. 
Mr tsau Jenkins. Charleston, South Carolina. Miss May 
Justus. Tracy City, Tennessee. Mrs. Bruce Mayras. 
Golden. Colorado. Mr. Stswart Meacham fWMdelphla. 
Pennsylvania. Of. and Mrs. Alexander Meiklejohn, Berke- 
ley. California. Or. Walter G. Mueltfer Boston Massa- 
chusetts. Mr. Wendall A. Parris, Washington. 0 C. Mr. 
Cortex M. Puryear, Winston-Salem North Caroles. Mr. 
Waleolm Boss, Miami, Florida. W William StUSt. 
Louis, Missouri. Mr. and Mrs. David Stoioft, Knosville, 
Tennessee. Mr. Ralph Tetfertoller, New York, Hew York. 



T. V. WUtlams Jr. rode blfh and hard until this 
month, and then be swunt the ratted blade of 
bigotry acalnst the wronr people: Oeortla politician* 
. . . Suddenly Attorney General Euaene Cook, until 
then an approvlnaly silent member of the commis- 
sion board, threatened an InvesUtaUoo of T. V. 
Williams Jr. and all hit works. Last week Williams 



1959 Workshops have already been 
scheduled on Campus Leadership for In- 
tegration (April 3-5); Community Serv- 
ices and Segregation (May 17-29), 
including weekend conference (May 23* 
4); Registration and Voting (June 21*6); 
Community Leadership and Integrated 
Housing (July 19-24); Workshop for 
Foreign Visitors over Labor* Day Week- 
end; and Human Aspects of Migration 
(October). 





Kfnhlandek’ Folk Schcor (HFSi ha*, been the 
*subj*ect oil a\past invf>s/ gation by the Bureau 
based upon^timerous curfo»aints received 
concerning \oromunist activities at the school. 
HFS is supposed primarily by donations; offers 
courses of instruction in labor organization, 
social economics and the general field of labor 
education; has had communists on its staff a^but 
has never offered courses of instruction on 
communist matters nor has the CP ever succeeded 
in saining control of itTW COMflDCf .'IlT*.!' 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (61-7511) 
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Knoxville News-Sentinel for 1/29/59, carried local 
news story date-lined Nashville, Tennessee, 1/29/59, under by-line 
of ED TOPP, News-Sentinel Nashville Correspondent, reporting that 
I the Tennessee Legislature (Senate and House) on 1/28/59, unanimously 
'adopted and sent to the Governor a joint resolution directing 
him to name a committee of five legislators to investigate reports 
of "subversive" activities at the Highlander Folk School, near 
Monteagle, Tennessee. The committee would have power to subpoena 
witnesses and school records, and would report back to this: 
session., of the Legislature. 

The resolution is quoted, in part, as charging that 
Highlander Folk School, and other organizations affiliated with 
it, "are allegedly involved in activites subversive to and contrary 
to the forms of good Government". Sponsors of the resolution were 
listed as Rep. HARRY LEE SENTER, Bristol; and Rep. S. A. RHINEHART, 



Spencer, 
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Senator BARTON DEMENT, 



of Murfreesboro, 



quoted as saying "HFS 
Communist". Rep SENT 
the races., Ai/J /Sr 
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HFS is nothing but a finishing school for 
ENTER was critical of HFS for inter-mingling of 
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herewith* 



Copy of above-mentioned news item enclosed to Bureau 



It is suggested Memphis , at Nashville, follow proposed 
legislative investigation of HFS through press, furnishing Bureau 
and Knoxville with pertinent clippings* 
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'ftecorcls Are Open* . 

Highlander Folk 
Probe Approved 
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Highlander Folk School reaUy ^ P f, St ’ ^ 0,6 Scho01 h “ t« celv «i 
» — attention of veterans (Jrganiza- 

tion$, and that it h** recently 
attracted the attention of the 
Arkansas attorney general* 

To remain on a tax-exempt 
status as an educational institu- 
tion, Highlander Folk' must re- 
port each year to the U. S. In- 
ternal Revenue Service that it 
has not taken part in any prop- 
aganda activities, said Horton. 

‘ If there were any subversive 
activities;*' he said, “the Fedet&X 
Government would know 
about it/ 1 : t ,7 ’ 

r Has Tax-Exempt Status 
Horton related that Highlander 
Folk had been challenged as t< 
Us eligibility for tax exemptior 
last year, and that the schoo 
was removed from a tax-exemp: 
status for & period* After th* 
Internal Revenue Service looked 
into the matter, the tax-exempt 
status was returned,, he added. 

Horton, 54. is a native of 
Savannah, Tepn. He received 
ms bachelor’s- degree from 
Cumberland University and his 
master’s degree from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. He said * he 
is a member of the delegate as- 
sembly of the Adult Education 
Association and is chairman of 
the Residential Adult Education 
Section of the AEA. He said he 
| will head the American AEA 
| delegation to the international 
'conference in Germany next 
[September. 

Cite* ‘Report* 

Sprinkled on the desks of leg- 
islators yesterday were copies of 
a so-called report in 1557 by thejiu 
Georgia Commission or Edueaffir 
tion. paper referred to the# ' 
schoo] as a Communist traihinalti] 

ground. * #ature ^ 

pamphlet was a , photographist 
layout of Highlander Folk’* non- J 
■segregated situation. Ixtng hits 
alleged Communist-front or- 

liTAflrm* j ... 



— At uin 

nest of Red comrades? r 
Tennessee legislators mean to! 
find out. Without a dissenting 
vote in either the Senate or 
House, a joint resolution was 
adopted yesterday and sent to the 
Governor to investigate reports 
of ’’subversive 1 ' activities at the 
inter-racial school near Mew* 

* Term. . . . , 

} Today, however, the resolution 
f was recalled for an amendment. 
>ne sponsors *aid the resolution 
will be amended to put a 55000 
hmit on the cost of the investiga- 

Myles Ho non, director of High- 
lander Folk, replied to yester- 
nay s action. He said no legis- 
lative wa* necessary to carry 
out an investigation of the school. 
‘Had Only To A*k’ 

"While we have always wel- 
comed investigation and invited 
visitors, of whom many have 
been our Government ’» guests 
irorn foreign countries, we pre- 
er jo have only a few observers' 

, * *! me *° not to distract 

Ia^Ko^ dUCati ° nal 

. ' ° 4 ur records-the list of con- 1 
•< 'j-ors, faculty members, *tu- 
V , ' snythin * - are open to 
lmd aitta ys have 
Hort on said. "They didn’t 

reed authorization to get them. 

All they had to do was ask." 
tie added that "there are not 
f* ver teve been ™y 
officially connected 
H) sWander school. I am not 
**?* “d never have been a 
member of the Communist Party 
*nd I will *ue anyone who calls 
^ - Communist.’* 

Sub pen* Power 

re * oiu tion direcu the Gov- 
«rnor to name two Senators and 
*•.’•** representatives to a sd^ 
««*> £ 
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pena witnesses and school rec- port” was made by The Mem- 
ords. K . phis Press-Scimitar last Decern- 

The resolution was * Tided her. It wag found there had 
twice. One amendment' Ires been a change in the personnel 
that the investigators report to apd a reorganization of the 
the Legislature as well as to the Georgia Commission on Educa- 
Governor. The other added a tion since the ” re port” was puhr 
phrase Maying the investigation lighted. Paul Stevenses*, the pres- 
was made for the purpose of tak- ent executive secretary, said the 
ing appropriate legislative action, literature was not a report.; “It 
This, it wias said, was necessary was a pamphlet*” he said, “dis- 
to make the amendment consti- tributed by the former secretary, 
fcriaon&l. It was not an official state re- 

Trained Labor Leaders port/’ ■ . * - ' 

The resolution charges that Asked defter ^ present 
Highlander, and other organiza- wmmission^ had ^bli shed any 
tions affiliated with it, “are al- ™ ateria * OT 
legedly Involved in activities sub- ^ te '.’ ens "? replie lL. VVV„ X 
versive to and contrary to the deal J WI * any kind , f . pr ^ p » 
forms of good government” 

When it was founded, High- fc **^J l * 4 know 

lander specialized in training la- an y ft,n * about * e * ch00 '- 
bor leaders. In recent years it 'Want Intermingling' 

has added integration workshops Senter said the school fosters 
to its schedule. The school is sup- integrated classes and inter- 
ported by contributions from in- mingling of the races. Rep. S . 
dividuals, organizations served by A. Rhinehart, Spencer 
the school, foundations and tui- cral, the dlher sponsor, said: 
tion*. M In my travels over the coun- 

try people have asked me what 



Mrs. Roosevelt S poke 



Speakers at the school last «" *•£** 
summer included Mrs. Franklin Folk School. I told them I would 



JJ. Kooeeveit and Harry Golden, 
humorist and ediToFoFTTfc "Caro- 
lina Israelite of Charlotte, “IV'C. 



try to rid the county of this dis- 



itoa^aellte 3 “a^o^S=£ 

Montgomery, Ala., and Rosa ^°r, T < ^I' n ' 11 „ tt \, f . . t ^ 

Parks, whose action toucheT^If .. . 1 ha* 1 received 

TKTMontgomery bus boycott, are th® nast 25 

* m ™av^ e aHended y totecraUon years to make you “ ndar s <and 
vorkstvwf Bt 1 0 the need tor *'* resolution,” 

W orkshops at the school. Senter said. “These kind o' men 

Ever since HigWander Folk t the intermingling of the 
was established in the mountain- M * 

ous region about 1932 , reports „ We ct Mr pioneer rjlte 
have sprang up from time to 0( Tenness £ has been a breed- 

I sc *°° ] was . a *»► ing ground” of subversive ae- 

ing ground for Communists. ti * itles at ,h e , ch ool, he said. 

Theie never has been any pre- ..g^verai of our neighboring 

tense about the policy at non- states and the v s Department 
segregation at the schobl. That 0 f justice have made investiga- 
has caused cesentment from time tions of this questionable lnsti- 
tr* time, A summer camp for *< 



youngsters has been run in con- 
junction with th* «oho«d. Om(, | 
t( ». Ha* dliregartled color or 
race. 

No Aoadnmnle Oourtet 
“Highlander Folk School is no* 
affiliated with any organizations 
hot makes ft* aervicc* available 
to individual* on a non-diicrimi* 
natary h*aia provided they are 
opefvrmjvVd/* said Horton 
Aeademve coarse i are in# 
U irM at IlrVaMer FosV The-, 
re t e'-.oar*. awrluhnp* and d *- 
rn* f v «x;pi Su'rd pntirjr of 
t!'* « U. • lVT.^nj lo 
rxni that mefrhrrah p la tv 
v l- J e~* t^l *” »rr< 

erf tfr^t and r*L**w» lr 
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SUBJECT: 
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MR* TOLSON 

G. A. NEASE 

<$) 

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



date: February 4, 1959 




... called me this morning and stated he 

had had inquiry from the press concerning the above school indicating ^ K 
the Tennessee legislature intended to look into the activities of the school anci 
his inquiry was whether or not we had ever investigated the Highlander 
Folk School. 




^^^Afterchecking with the Domestic Intelligence Division, I 
advised^BHm^^ that we had made some limited inquiry concerning 
the school several years ago when it was alleged it was a hot bed for communists 
and we forwarded a memorandum to Assistant Attorney General Bazelon 
dated February 21, 1947, and that we had also forwarded a memorandum / 

to Peyton Ford dated February 26, 1951, regarding the matter. I told him, 
however, we were in no position to state we had ever investigated the 
school nor would it beito^he Bureau's or the Department's advantage , V --> A 
to indicate that we hatfinvestigated the school. I briefly described the 
background of the sc hool to him and suggested I felt best not to comment on 
the matter. stated he agreed and that he would get the point across 

there is no current activity on the part of the Department in this matter. 




1 - Mr. Belmont 
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Date: 2/13/59 



Transmit the following in 

Vla air-tel 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, KNOXVILLE (61-12) 

Highlander folk school, 

MONTE AGLE, TENNESSEE 



IS - X 



Re Knoxville air-tel to Bureau dated 2/12/59. 



. . ■ 
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There is submitted herewith one copy of neve 
article entitled, " Inquiry Assured for Highlander", which 
appeared in the 2/11/59, issue of the Chattanooga Times. 
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5 Mei> to Conduct Probe 
Will Be Named After 
Ellington Signs 

From Chattanooga Times Bureau 
NASHVILLE — Prompt ap- 
pointment of a legislative com- 
mittee to investigate Highland- 
jer Folk School was promised 
Tuesday by House and Senate 
speakers soon after the General 
Assembly , authorized 4he in- 
[quiry. ' 

Lt. Gov. William T>. Baird 
of Lebanon said he already has 
decided upon the two senators 
!he will name to the five-man 
committee. But he declined to 
reveal the names until the res- 
olution is signed by Gov. Elling- 
ton, possibly Wednesday. 

House Speaker James L. Bo- 
Imar of Shelbyville promised the 
I three representatives for the 
joint Senate -House committee 
j will be designated “within 24 
hours’* after the governor acts 
His choice, he said, will be “non- 
political/' 

Sponsors Have Boles 
Legislative custom dictates 
the sponsors of an investigation 
of this type be named to the 
committee. In that event, two 
of those certain of appointment 
*re _ Hep. H arry Lee Senter of 
J Bristol, who initiated the pro- 
posed inquiry, and Sen. Barton 
Dement of Murfreesboro, who 
'put it through the Senate. 

Final approval for the inves- 
tigation came by a 22 to 9 vote 
of the Senate, sending the res- 
olution to Ellington, who al- 
ready had said he would sign 

Nine, 



INQUIRY ASSURED 
FOR HIGHLANDER 

From Page One . — 

it reluctantly. He doubted the 
hasty investigations which must 
be concluded by March 10, 
would accomplish much. 

The senators haggled over a 
number of technicalities before 
voting $5,000 for the investi- 
gation. One senator complained 
about a lack of copies of the 
resolution, while another 
claimed it had not been Tea d 
in full by the clerk. 

The Senate recessed for 15 
j minutes while the Rev. Carl 
Kirby of Tracy City laid down 
a fusillade - of charges at the 
lUrrJAlly integrated adult educa- 

7- CNN. 



as a part-time Methodist; 
preacher, missionary and gospel 
singer, asked for 45 minutes to 
present his case igakwt—High- 
l&nder and its director, Myles 
Horton. 

Speaks Fast 

When senators protested their 
work schedule would allow him 
only a third of that, he at- 
! tempted, to cram the full speech 
'into the allotted time. 

Talking with machine - gun 
speed which made his sentences 
sometimes unintelligible, Kirby 
accused Highlander of being 
subversive, of harboring Com- 
munist, sympathizers and fo- 
menting industrial strife. He 
waved affidavits and read from 
cards and documents which he 
claimed back up his allegations. 

,Tbis .evidence, ha asserted, 
was available only to him and 
the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation. — ~ — r:~~ 

Btrt he asked the Legislature 
call off the investigation, claim- 
ing records necessary to estab- 
lish charges against the school 
already had been removed from 
Monteagle in anticipation of the 
inquiry. 

Kirby urged instead that th^ 
Legislature proceed at once to, 
enact a law putting Highlander 
out of business. He promised the 
Legislature he would supply a 
bill “with teeth in it.** \ 

Horton has said repeatedly he 
would welcome the investigation 
and that all records and data 
relative to the school he estab- 
lished in 1932 will be made 
available. He demanded the* 
Legislature make a complete in- 
quiry and either cle ar his sch ool 
! or close It. ~~ 
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